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FIRST WORD 

WE’VE FINALLY got around to road testing the standard GTI, with 
the 220 PS engine, in this issue, inevitably drawing comparisons 
with the optional Performance pack. 

Then again, there are other variables to consider, like whether 
to go for two- or four-door bodyshell, 6-speed manual or DSG auto 
transmission, or to specify the DCC adaptive damping set-up, or any 
of the other useful options for that matter... 

Unfortunately, there’s no way we can individually road-test all 
the various permutations and so we can only do our best to present 
the information and outline the pros and cons to help the reader 
formulate their own decisions. After all, so much depends on what sort of driving regime 
you are subjected to. It’s one thing if you’re a driving enthusiast who spends most weekends 
at club events and track days, but if far too much of your time is spent in heavy commuter 
traffic or cruising on the motorways then you probably don’t need a GTI at all, let alone one 
with a special Performance pack. 

SPEAKING OF cruising on the motorways, make sure you read about Rich James’s 2010 
Touran TDI taxi that has clocked up over 500,000 miles in little over five years! 

We first met Rich way back in 2002 when he was running one of the first of a series of 
high-mileage Sharans. VWs have served him well since then, as indeed has South Hereford 
Garages which he has been working with for many years. 

It’s an important part of any ownership experience, to make sure your vehicle is well 
maintained and to establish a good working relationship with the supplying dealership and 
you’ve only got to consider the record of Rich James’s Touran TDI to realise how well it can 
pay off in the long term. NEIL BIRKITT 






AUTOMETRIX PUBLICATIONS is now in the hands of new owners ATG Media, which 
deals with the production of a number of magazines as part of its existing transport 
publishing portfolio. The company is headed up by James Tipping, who is a car fanatic 
and motorsport enthusiast and a regular visitor to the events and shows around the 
country. 

James says ‘This is very exciting for us. The AutoMetrix business is established and 
well recognised in the car magazine market, and Volkswagen Driver is a superb magazine. 
Paul Harris left a great legacy and I hope to continue this good work with the team here.’ 
Ann Harris, owner of AutoMetrix Publications since the passing of its founder Paul 
Harris in July 2015, comments ‘We are delighted to be passing the business to ATG and 
the team there. It is a complementary fit and their capabilities will undoubtedly grow the 
company and develop the business well into the future.’ 

Plans are in hand to further develop Volkswagen Driver and GTI International and 
any feedback is welcome. Together we look forward to a long and fruitful future, building 
on the initial ideas that began way back in the Sixties with a rather home-spun VW club 
newsletter... 
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HguanGTE 


Tom Janiszewski reports from the Detroit Show, with a first- 
hand view of theTiguan GTE Active Concept that could very 
soon become a production reality... 


THE ALL- NEW, forthcoming redesigned 
Tiguan made its Stateside debut at the 2016 
North American International Auto Show 
(NAIAS) at Detroit (January 11-16), in the 
form of the Tiguan GTE Active Concept: a 
petrol- electric hybrid concept designed 
to demonstrate how well- suited a hybrid 
Tiguan can be for off- road use. 

It has been said that the US is the birth- 
place of the small SUV (a.k.a. compact utility 
vehicle or CUV), and the Tiguan’s record- 
setting December 2015 US sales numbers 
prove that the compact utility segment is 
certainly too lucrative to ignore. American 
enthusiasts are eager to see the all-new 
Tiguan when it arrives as a 2017 model with 
an extended wheelbase and an optional 
third row of seating, but no announcement 
has been made as to whether the standard 
wheelbase model on which the GTE Active 


Concept is based will make it Stateside. 

Regular and attentive readers will recall 
that Volkswagen unveiled a similar concept 
- the Tiguan GTE - at last September’s 
Frankfurt Motor Show. A common complaint 
about the CUV segment is that many of the 
vehicles are not as well suited for off-road 
use as their appearance suggests. One look 
at the GTE Active Concept’s specifications 
proves that Volkswagen started with the 
GTE, increased its off-road capability and 
came up with the GTE Active Concept. 

At first glance, it’s pretty clear that the 
GTE Active Concept lives up to its name, with 
those large, 245/70-16-inch tyres featuring an 


aggressive tread pattern. While the exterior 
styling of the Tiguan GTE Active Concept is 
much like that of the forthcoming Tiguan, 
a variety of enhancements were made to 
increase the Tiguan’s off-road capabilities. 
The eye-catching Dragon red metallic paint 
is complimented with matte aluminium 
protective elements and ‘Dark Graphite’ 
bumpers, roof panel, rocker panels and 
wheelarch extensions (which are unique 
to this show car). 

More importantly, ground clearance of 
the axles is increased by over 4.5 cm, and 
body clearance increased by over 4 cm. 
Redesigned front and rear lower valances 


'American enthusiasts are eager to see the all-new 
Tiguan when it arrives as a 201 7 model with an extended 
wheelbase and an optional third row of seating...' 
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increased the approach and departure angles 
from 25.6 to 26.1 degrees in front and from 
24.7 to 29.9 degrees at the rear, while the 
maximum ramp angle for overcoming large 
bumps is increased from 20 to 24.7 degrees. 

The protective matte aluminium skid 
plate that was added up front is designed to 
be easily replaced if needed after extreme 
off-road driving. The plate adds an aggressive 
touch, along with the front bumper which 
is covered in a durable polymer to resist 
damage. This matte aluminium is also used 
for panels along the lower edges of the rocker 
trim panels and again with a rear skid plate 
under the rear bumper. 

Large tow hooks are incorporated into 
the front grille, and the Tiguan GTE Active 
Concept’s front lighting is consistent with 
Volkswagen’s signature lighting design for 
all of its plug-in hybrid and electric vehicles: 
C-shaped LED daytime running lights, along 
with LED headlights. Additional lighting 
for off-road use is neatly contained within 
twin rooftop LED spotlights framed in matte 
aluminium. 

The GTE Active Concept doesn’t simply 
look as though it’s made for off-road use. 

The drivetrain is specially suited to go off- 
road. In addition to the 150 PS TSI engine up 
front, each axle has its own electric motor - 
40 kw at the front wheels, 85 kw at the rear, 




not only providing four-wheel drive but also 
resulting in a combined total system power 
output of 225 PS. A 6-speed DSG transmission 
specially designed for hybrid use shares its 
case with the front axle’s electric motor. 
Under normal driving conditions with a 
full charge on the 12.4 kWh lithium-ion 
battery, the vehicle runs by default as a zero- 
emissions car for the first 20 miles using 
only the rear electric motor. In this E-mode, 
the car has a top speed of 70 mph. 


Should the rear wheels begin to lose 
traction, the front wheels engage drive in a 
fraction of a second, or if the driver selects 
4MOTION Active Control, all while the TSI 
petrol engine is shut off. 

When the battery no longer has a 
sufficient charge, the TSI engine starts and 
seamlessly engages. The front axle’s electric 
motor then serves as a generator to power 
the rear wheels. Depending on the battery’s 
charge, the car will automatically use the 
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TSI engine and/or the electric motors for 
optimum efficiency. 

Within the centre console of the GTE 
Active Concept, a rotary/push-button switch 
allows the driver to select one of six driving 
programmes with five sub-categories: 
On-road (Comfort or Eco), Off-road (Rocks, 
Sludge & Sand, or Gravel), Sport, Snow, 
Charge (battery is charged while driving) and 
Battery Hold (maintains a constant battery 
charge). Turn the switch to the left to choose 
On-road, Sport, Snow, Charge or Battery Hold 
programmes. A turn to the right locates the 
off-road programmes. 

The driver can also select GTE mode - 
something unique to plug-in hybrid VWs. 
When selected, the transmission, accelerator 
pedal, engine mapping and steering switch 
into Sport mode. The petrol engine and two 
electric motors work in concert to generate 
the car’s full 225 PS, with a top speed of 120 
mph and a 0-62 mph time of 6.4 seconds. 




'In addition to the 150 PS TSI engine up front , each axle has its own electric motor - 
40 kW at the front wheels, , 85 kW at the rear, not only providing four-wheel drive 
but also resulting in a combined total system power output of 225 PS...' 








xmu,: rj 


Like other VW hybrids, the GTE Active 
Concept employs a coasting function where 
the engine and all motors shut off when the 
driver takes their foot off of the accelerator 
pedal, if the battery charge is sufficient to do 
so. If not, the regenerative braking feature 
is used to charge the battery using the twin 
electric motors as generators during braking 
while the TSI engine is shut down. 

As concept cars go, the interior of the 
GTE Active Concept appears very much as if it 
could be a production interior. Perhaps a nod 
to exterior colours and materials appearing 
inside classic Baja Beetles, the interior 



designers incorporated Dragon Red, matte 
aluminium and grey accents throughout 
the interior of the GTE Active Concept. Matte 
aluminium trim is found on the door and 
dash panels. Air vents are framed in Dragon 

'As concept cars go, the 
interior of the GTE Active 
Concept appears very 
much as if it could be a 
production interior...' 





red highlights, and red accents are found 
on the steering wheel and seat trim. 

The seats are unique to this car, and 
are finished in two-tone Nappa leather. 

I’m not sure how practical the light grey 
seating surfaces would be in muddy off-road 
scenarios, but it contrasts nicely with the 
darker shade of grey used in the side panels 
of the seats, door panels and dash. 

A large 9.2-inch high-resolution 
touchscreen dominates the centre of the 
dashboard. The large touchscreen can be 
operated using gesture control, and allows 
the driver choose what’s displayed much like 
the smaller screens in many current models. 
Song info, phone contact details, navigation 
map and (via Car-Net App-Connect) 
smartphone apps for Mirror Link, Android 
Auto or Apple CarPlay round out the options 
available in some models now. Special 
instruments like a compass, steering angle 
and altitude indicator can be selected for 
use when in off-road mode. 

As is the case with any concept car, 
the first question that comes to mind is 
whether we’ll ever see a production version. 
Volkswagen executives stated during 
the press conference that many of the 
technologies seen in the GTE Active Concept 
are already slated for production. Considering 
the continued popularity of the small SUV 
segment and the new-found push towards 
petrol-electric hybrids, I’d say the odds are 
in its favour. JJ 


12 


VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER MARCH 2016 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 




Driving Performance. . . 

...in Exhaust Technology 


WELDED 


Over 40 Years Experience in Designing Sports Exhausts 
Cutting Edge Engineering Technology 
T304 Stainless Steel & TIG Welded Systems 


WARRANTY 


CQ0PB 




COBRa5PORT.com +44 (O) 114 E44 7133 


MADE IN SHEFFIELD 



MCTOB aiPSEL C * W 


OTIS* W1W GW TFSTS 


lattit «fira 


toR ECONOMY MQTOH'WO 


I^TlK'S leading magazine 


TEB t E d ^ 

•-rrs=- — “ 


«IW( 


ESSENTIAL READING FOR THINKING DRIVERS, 
SPECIALISING IN DIESEL, HYBRID, ELECTRIC 
AND ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES 




_ 

Get 3 issues for £10 or 15 issues for jusl 
£47.99, saving 51 % off the full price 

Subscribe today! Call the DieselCar 
subscriptions hotline on 01268 288515 
and quote reference UKV 

Digital editions of DieselCar available at 

www.pocketmags.co.uk 


*Offer open to UK residents only. For overseas subscription rates please call 00 44 1268 288515 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 


MARCH 2016 VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER 


13 








Axel Catton was also at the Detroit Show, to see at first hand 
how Volkswagen CEO Matthias Muller copes with a crisis... 


IT WAS NEVER going to be easy. Newly 
appointed Volkswagen CEO Matthias 
Muller’s first trip to the United States after 
the infamous unravelling of wrong-doings 
in September of last year was always going 
to be under intense scrutiny - from inside 
the company, from the media and from the 
US authorities, who Muller was also there 
to meet. 

While, normally, motor show attendances 
for auto CEOs are more of a victory lap than 
difficult territory, Muller and his team were 
keen to plan this first outing very strategically. 
First up on this visit to the US was the 
Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas, 
a job Muller left to the new Volkswagen brand 
CEO Herbert Diess. Having just recently joined 
from rival car maker BMW, Diess is one of 
the few VW managers completely beyond 
doubt of any implication in the scandal. In a 
clever move, Volkswagen wanted the CES to 
be mostly about the concept car BUDD-E and 
its futuristic technologies, not about the TDI 
scandal. For CES, TDI and diesel are old hat, 
just simply not relevant in a world looking 
forward to electric cars and autonomous 
driving. 


Be that as it may, it didn’t keep Diess 
from reassuring the media and public one 
more time that everybody was ‘truly sorry’ 
and that he offered his ‘sincere apologies’. 

By the time the Detroit auto show came 
around, the media corps had already 
swallowed several servings of apologies 
from Diess and Muller and was truly aware 
how truly sorry everybody was. 

Traditionally, the pre-show evening ‘do’ at 
Fishbone’s restaurant in Detroit’s Greektown 
is held in a much more relaxed atmosphere 
than those high-flying European Group Night 
affairs; surroundings in which Winterkorn 
never really looked at ease. Unlike Matthias 

'When faced with the 
question of why the 
company had lied to 
the authorities and its 
customers, Muller made 
the surprise statement, 

"We didn't lie"..' 


Muller. As expected, Muller was swamped 
by the media within seconds of his arrival at 
the sports bar. Cameras, TV crews with bright 
lights, people waving recording devices, 
or just their iPhones, were hanging on 
Muller’s every word. Most of the exchanges 
were pretty standard - questions about the 
progress of the inquest, the fate of those 
top engineers on suspension, next steps 
for US customers. 

But it was his interview with American 
radio station NPR, comparable to BBC Radio 4 
here in the UK, the next day, that caused 
consternation. When faced with the question 
of why the company had lied to the authorities 
and its customers (something both Muller 
and Diess had been apologising for over the 
last three months), Muller made the surprise 
statement, “We didn’t lie”. Three words 
were all it took to put the effort of three 
months of investigations, announcements 
and apologies to the American public into 
question. 

Not everybody was aware of this 
statement once the lights and cameras had 
been switched off, which left Muller some 
time to stroll around the room, beer bottle in 
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' It's a lot of work for the lawyers and a lot of work 
for the press department ../ Matthias Muller 


hand, chatting to individual people and small 
groups, including myself. Having worked 
with Muller during my 10-year stint at 
Audi AG in the early Noughties, I remember 
him as one of the most approachable and 
genuine managers the company had. And 
clearly, Muller hadn’t forgotten our paths 
had crossed more than a decade ago. 

By the time the NPR interview had aired 
the next morning, Muller’s highly professional 
PR team was already in crisis-aversion mode 
and had requested a repeat of the interview a 
day later, in which Muller was able to ‘clarify’. 
Of course, the company had been untruthful, 
but not out of malice, he reiterated. He said 
that the ‘problem wasn’t created just three 
months ago. It was created, let me say, 10 
years ago. We had the wrong reaction when 
we received information year by year from 
EPA and CARB’. 

But this new timeline brought up other 
questions. ‘10 years ago’, wasn’t that 2006? 
That was the last year of Winterkorn’s 
unfortunate predecessor, the very affable 
Dr. Bernd Pischetsrieder. It somehow sounds 
at odds with Pischetsrieder’s character to 
make demands so unachievable that 
engineers would rather lie than admit failure. 
Interestingly, Dr. Ulrich Hackenberg, who 
was first put on leave and subsequently 
resigned from his post as development 
chief, had not returned to VW from his 
stint at Audi TO years ago’. 


Which leaves the omnipresent 
Dr. Ferdinand Piech, who at that time had 
assumed the role of chief of the VW supervisory 
board after handing the reins to Pischetsrieder 
in 2002. His last hurrah was a surprising 
attack on Martin Winterkorn in March of 
last year when he announced in a telephone 
interview with Germany’s news magazine 
Der Spiegel that he was ‘distancing himself 
from Winterkorn’. No reason, no argument 
was ever given. While it was rumoured it 
was Winterkorn’s lack of success in the US 
and grip on the American market that caused 
Piech’s displeasure, was it also WiKo’s slow 
reaction to the ever-growing EPA and CARB 
requests? 


Which leaves us with Muller’s role. 
Matthias Muller had been Piech’s number 
one choice to replace Winterkorn in March 
of last year, prior to Winterkorn successfully 
fending off Piech’s attack. When Muller was 
made CEO in September, one would hope 
that internal investigations had already 
established that Muller was cleared of any 
involvement in the goings-on. 

In Detroit, Muller’s job was damage 
limitation. In the re-take of the now infamous 
NPR interview he closed by saying, ‘It’s a lot 
of work for the lawyers and a lot of work for 
the press department.’ Having been in PR for 
most of my professional life, I surely know 
what he means. Watch this space... M 
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German Minister of Transport, 
Alexander Dobrindt (left), 
and Chairman of the Board 
of Management Volkswagen 
Passenger Cars Brand, 

Dr Herbert Diess. 


VW TDI emissions fix, 
in Europe... 


IN DECEMBER 2015, the Volkswagen Group 
presented specific technical measures to the 
German Federal Motor Transport Authority 
(KBA) for the EA189 engines affected by the 
NOx issue. 

As agreed, Volkswagen began 
implementing the measures at the end of 
January for 2.0 TDI engines, and over the 
next few months the measures will also 
be implemented on the 1.2 and 1.6-litre TDI 
engines. Volkswagen is starting with the 
Amarok, with the Passat to follow shortly. 

‘The start of the recall is taking us a great 
step forwards’, said Chairman of the Board 
of Management Volkswagen Passenger Cars 
Brand, Dr Herbert Diess. ‘Our customers are 
getting a good technical solution for their car 
and can also rely on quick implementation 
of the modification.’ 

Customer-friendly solutions were an 
important aspect in developing the technical 
measures. For efficient implementation 
the affected vehicle models have been put 
into several groups. Only once the KBA 
has checked and confirmed the proposed 
measures are the customers affected being 
contacted and informed about the recall. 


In a second letter the vehicle owners will be 
requested to arrange an appointment with a 
Volkswagen partner. The implementation of 
the measures will extend across the whole 
of 2016. 

As detailed in our January issue, the 1.2, 

1.6 and 2.0-litre EA189 TDI engines will receive 
a software update, taking less than half an 
hour. For the 1.6 TDI engine a flow rectifier 
will also be fitted in the intake duct, taking 
the total time to 45 minutes. 

The recall has now begun with the 2.0 TDI 
engine in the Amarok, such that the Amarok 
will now meet the limits required to comply 
with the EU5 emissions standard. The aim 
of Volkswagen was always to ensure that 
these measures do not result in a change 
to the fuel economy figures, performance 
figures or C0 2 or noise emissions of the 
vehicles affected. In the case of the Amarok, 
the Federal Motor Transport Authority has 
confirmed that this objective has been fully 
achieved. 

Following on, in addition to the variants 
of the Passat, will be other models with the 
affected 2.0 TDI engines. Modification of the 
1.2 TDI engines affected is scheduled for the 


end of the second quarter of 2016. Completing 
the recall, the measures for vehicles with a 
1.6 TDI engine will be carried out from the 
third quarter of 2016. 

At the same time the implementation of 
the technical measures will commence in 
other European countries in agreement with 
the responsible authorities and in accordance 
with the national requirements. 

Volkswagen continues to assure customers 
that the vehicles remain technically safe and 
roadworthy and can therefore continue to 
be driven without any limitations. M 

This information does not apply to products 
and services from the Volkswagen Group 
of America or Volkswagen Canada. There, 
the situation is still to be resolved with the 
necessary authorities, after Volkswagen’s 
initial proposals for a technical fix were 
rejected as unsuitable and are currently 
under review. 

' The recall has now begun 
with the 2.0 TDI engine in 
the Amarok...' 


16 


VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER MARCH 2016 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 




Visit www.rac-london.co.uk for a full list of our services 

Unit 15, Kingsbury Trading Estate, Barningham Way (off Church Lane), London NW9 8AU 


WO.T 

IKTiffti 5TATK>* 


audivwlondon 


@raclondon 


OOO 

russellautomotivecentre 

the Audi, Volkswagen, SEAT, Skoda & Bentley specialist 


Does your Audi, VW, SEAT 
— i Skoda or Bentley need a 

IMI | . . .. 

__J service, repair or MoT? 

RECOGNISED 

EMPLOYER 


Independent 
Garage of the Year 


We give your car the attention it 
deserves, at an award-winning level, 
up to 50% cheaper than a main dealer. 

Call 0208 2000 995 


Available on the 

App Store 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 2014 

WINNER 





New special editions 



VOLKSWAGEN has recently added several 
special editions to the current model range, 
each with additional equipment and special 
features at only a modest increase in price 
compared to the combined value of the 
extras. 

Based on the already popular Move up! 
the new three-door Look up! comes with the 
60 PS 1.0-litre engine and is offered with 15- 
inch Fortaleza alloy wheels, unique interior 
trim, black wing mirror casings and black 
foil decals. 

Available in a range of colours - Saturn 
yellow, Tornado red or Pure white - the new 
model adds almost £1, 000-worth of extra 
equipment and styling features for its £9,995 
price (RRP OTR), an increase of just £70 over 
the price of the standard Move up! model. 

Two new special versions of the CC, 
the CC GT Black Edition and CC R-Line Black 
Edition both feature extra specification and 
styling enhancements on top of the already 
comfortable and stylish CC GT and CC R-Line 
trim levels. 

The new Black Edition versions add a body 
styling pack with black front grille, electric 
tilting sunroof, and are fitted with 18-inch 
Lakeville alloy wheels on the GT Black Edition 
and 18-inch Talladega alloys on the R-line 
Black Edition. 

Interior specification upgrades include 
new Carbon Nappa leather upholstery with 
carbon fibre-style decorative inserts on the 
front and side doors, plus black piano inserts 
in the centre console. The new special edition 
models are priced from £29,150 (RRP OTR) 

- just £575 more than the current GT and 
R-Line models. 


The new Scirocco GTS sees a return to 
the Scirocco range of the 2.0 TSI petrol engine 
with peak power of 220 PS and maximum 
torque of 350 Nm, in conjunction with a choice 
of 6-speed manual or 6-speed DSG auto 
transmission. Top speed is quoted as 153 mph 
for the manual and 152 mph for the DSG, 
with both versions claimed to be capable 
of accelerating from 0 to 62 mph in only 
6.5 seconds. 

The GTS shares the Scirocco R-Line’s 
body styling kit, adding GTS-specific badging 
on the front grille and rear tailgate, plus 
black gloss door mirror casings and 65 per 
cent tinted rear window glass. 

It is available in a selection of exterior 
colours, with Urano grey offered as standard, 
while optional colours are Flash red, Pure 
white, Oryx white, Indium grey and Deep 
black, each with a set of specific colour 
co-ordinated GTS decal stripes across the 
bonnet, roof and tailgate. 

The interior builds on the R-Line trim 
with Vienna leather upholstery, including 


GTS logo on front sports seats, and red 
stitching detail. 

Additional interior styling features 
include piano black decorative inserts, a 
specific GTS gearshifter with golf ball effect 
gearknob, seatbelts with two red GTS stripes 
and chrome side door sill protectors with 
the GTS logo. 

The Scirocco GTS is priced at £28,195 
(RRP OTR) for the 220 PS 2.0 TSI with 6-speed 
manual gearbox, or £29,695 (RRP OTR) for the 
version with 6-speed DSG auto transmission. 

Volkswagen UK Head of Marketing, 

Rod McLeod, comments: ‘These attractive 
new special editions clearly enhance the 
already strong appeal of some of our most 
exciting and charismatic models, and I’m 
sure our customers will be as enthusiastic 
about their arrival as I am.’ 

You can find the completely revised 
listings of model variations and up-to-date 
prices (updated with effect from February 1) 
in the price listings pages elsewhere in 
this issue. M 
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AUTO MOTOR UNO SPORT AWARDS 

THE INTERNATIONAL automotive trade journal auto motor 
und sport recently announced their best cars for 2016, with the 
Volkswagen Group proving to be the most successful company in 
this year’s readers’ poll, finishing with a total of eight top places, 

The Multivan from Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles and the 
Golf from Volkswagen rose to become real serial winners. As in the 
previous three years, the Golf secured the top spot in the ‘Compact’ 
category, making this popular model the winner of a total of 30 
awards in the 40-year history of the ‘Best Cars’ vote, while the 
versatile Multivan won the coveted trophy in the ‘Van’ category for 
the 13th consecutive year. 

The award for the Golf was presented to Dr Herbert Diess, 
Chairman of the Board of Management of the Volkswagen 
Passenger Cars brand. 

The Audi brand was also honoured, with three ‘Best Car’ 
awards, the A1 winning the ‘Supermini’ category, and both the A4 
and Q7 emerging as winners of the readers’ poll in the ‘Mid-class’ 
and ‘Large SUV/Off-road’ categories respectively. 

Porsche headed the class in two categories, with the 911 taking 
first place in the category for ‘Sports Cars’, while readers voted the 
911 Cabrio/Targa in as the best ‘Convertible’. 

The Skoda Octavia was voted in as the most favourite imported 
car in the ‘Import Compact’ category. 

The auto motor und sport magazine readers’ choice for 
‘Best Cars’ celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. Readers were 
presented with more than 360 models for selection, from which 
to choose the best cars in 2016. The German edition, accompanied 
by 14 European and three non-European magazines published 
by the auto motor und sport Group, participated in the 2016 
readers’ choice. See also page 75. 

Since its launch in 2013, the Mk 7 Golf has been crowned with over 
40 awards at home and abroad. 

These include 'Car of the Year', 'World Car of the Year', 'Auto Trophy', 
'Auto der Vernunft' (Most Sensible Car), Top Gear's 'All the car you'll 
ever need', the 'What Car' award and many more. 

The independent organisation Euro NCAP also awarded the Mk 7 
Golf its highest five-star rating in the Euro NCAP crash test and also 
credited it with four innovation awards. 




NEW TOURAN WINS EURO NCAP 
COMPACT MPV CATEGORY 


THE NEW TOURAN has recently been acclaimed by the European 
New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP) as the best compact 
MPV, meaning that it is one of the most crash-resistant vehicles 
of 2015. 

The latest generation of Touran passed the demanding series of 
Euro NCAP crash tests in September and gained the highest rating of 
five stars, which takes account of the results from four sub-sections: 
occupant protection for children and adults, pedestrian protection 
and driver assistance systems. 

The NCAP test specifications were toughened in 2015. In particular, 
the introduction of an additional head-on collision of the entire front 
of the vehicle into a solid obstacle saw increased significance placed 
on occupant safety. 

The Touran showed itself to be well equipped to cope: thanks 
to its optimised vehicle body structure and standard systems such 
as Electronic Stability Control (ESC) with countersteer assistance, 
including ABS and Automatic Post-Collision Braking, it can be 
considered one of Europe’s safest cars. 

The Pre-Crash pro-active occupant protection system also plays a 
special role as it activates ahead of any crash in order to minimise 
its severity by taking preventative measures. In addition to automatic 
tautening of the safety belts, the system automatically closes the 
windows and sliding sunroof, thus guaranteeing the best possible 
support for the head and side airbags. 

Euro NCAP publishes a list of the top-ranking vehicles each year. 

In 2015, a total of 40 models from a range of manufacturers were 
subjected to the demanding series of NCAP tests. 



CHARITY RALLY POLO 

HARI PATEL tells us he has just bought this 46,000-mile 1994 Polo 
Coupe Boulevard 1.0, to take part in the Adventurist Mongol Rally 
which will depart from Goodwood on July 17, with the intention of 
raising money for the Cool Earth, Great Ormond Street and Delete 
Blood Cancer charities. The team, which has been named Odyssey, 
consists of Hari Patel, Kalpesh Shamji, Utkarsh Dander (Kash) and 
‘anyone crazy enough to want to join us’. We wish them luck and 
we’ll be reporting on their progress with the preparation in due course. 
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THE VOLKSWAGEN GROUP handed over 
9.93 million vehicles to customers 
worldwide in 2015. 

‘Delivering almost 10 million vehicles is 
an excellent result, particularly in view of 
the continued challenging market situation 
in some regions as well as the diesel issue in 
the final quarter of last year,’ said Matthias 
Muller, CEO of Volkswagen AG. ‘While 
developments in the markets of Brazil and 
Russia had a noticeable impact on deliveries 
by our brands, we made advances in Europe. 
We also recorded further growth in the 
North America region and in the USA.’ 


According to Muller, 2016 will be no 
less challenging: ‘On the one hand, as 
a global company we must handle the 
situation on world markets where trends 
remain mixed. And on the other, it is our 
wish and intention to systematically make 
the Group fit for a successful future.’ 

He said that not only involved over- 
coming the crisis, but above all related 
to the fundamental realignment of the 
Group. Muller added: ‘We are currently 
preparing our ‘Strategy 2025’, which for 
me is the most important step towards 
a modern Volkswagen.’ 



WHAT CAR? AWARDS 


VOLKSWAGEN began 2016 with victories in a couple of influential industry honours, 
receiving two trophies at the renowned What Car? Awards with the Passat Estate GTE 
(Best Electric Car) and new Touran (Best MPV) while the Volkswagen up! took a ‘price 
point’ honour in the publication’s Best City Car class. 

Of the Passat Estate GTE which scored a win in the Electric Car ‘Best Buy £20,000- 
£40,000’ category, as well as taking overall honours in the Electric Car class, the What Car? 
judges said ‘This really is the kind of hybrid you could use every day without even thinking 
of it as an EV. ‘The Passat GTE mixes a 1.4-litre turbocharged petrol engine with an electric 
motor and VW’s six-speed DSG automatic gearbox, and it shifts between the two power 
sources smoothly.’ 

Turning to the hotly-contested MPV class the What Car? judges said of the new seven- 
seat Touran - winner of the Best Buy £16,000-£26,000 section in 1.6 TDI 110 Bluemotion Tech 
SE form, as well as overall victor in the MPV category: ‘This new Volkswagen Touran is great 
to drive, classy-feeling inside and has better safety credentials than most of its rivals.’ 
Discussing the What Car? Awards success Alex Smith, Director of Volkswagen UK, 
said: ‘Clearly it is very encouraging to see two of our newest models recognised for their 
respective strengths against the best cars in their classes.’ 

The class wins in the respected What Car? automotive awards - now in their 39th year 
- came just 10 days after a victory for the high-performance Golf R in the ‘Hot Hatches’ 
category of The Sunday Times’ Top 100 Cars. 



2016 BUSINESS VANS 
AWARDS 


VOLKSWAGEN Commercial Vehicles 
claimed three of the top honours at this 
year’s Business Vans Awards, collecting 
the ‘Best Pick up’ award for its Amarok. 

Business Vans’ editor Martyn Collins 
commented: ‘Despite challenges from rivals 
the Amarok remains the best pick-up on 
the market. The winning 2.0-litre Trendline 
180 PS 4Motion version of the Volkswagen 
is perfect for small firms and traders who 
want a high-quality, no-nonsense workhorse 
with plenty of standard kit.’ 

The Transporter Kombi won ‘Best Crew 
Van’ for the second year in a row. Collins 
said: ‘The Transporter Kombi continues to 
meet the needs of small businesses and 
trades by doubling as a tax-efficient dual- 
use vehicle: a working van during the day, 
but with that extra seating practicality, 
plus sliding rear windows, and a vehicle to 
accommodate the family at the weekend. 
Meaning that owners don’t need an 
additional car as the Kombi does it all with 
the prestige of the VW badge.’ 

Volkswagens’ pre- and after-sales support 
also stood out for the judges with the brand 
being awarded the accolade for Best Finance 
and Service Package. 


NEW VW VAN CENTRES 

VOLKSWAGEN Commercial Vehicles has 
increased its Van Centre network, with 
the opening of two new sites in Plymouth 
(Snows Group Plymouth) and Glasgow 
(Lookers Glasgow). 

Meanwhile, Parkway Volkswagen 
Leicester Van Centre has undergone a 
complete redevelopment, seeing the site 
expand its current showroom facility as well 
as investing in further aftersales capacity. 

Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles now 
has a nationwide network of 72 dedicated 
Van Centres and 24 Authorised Repairers, 
staffed by commercial vehicle experts who 
are trained and committed to work in 
partnership with their customers to provide 
the very best service and support for their 
vehicles before, during and after sale. The 
design of the new Van Centres is developed 
to support this ethos, providing an open and 
welcoming working environment. 

For further information regarding the 
Volkswagen Van Centre network, visit www. 
Volkswagen -vans. co. u k/fi nd-a-va n-centre 
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>>> ROAD TEST 


Golf GTI 


2.0 TSI (220 PS) 2-door 
0-speed manual 



You have many decisions to make when choosing a Mk 7 
Golf GTI - two or four-door, manual or DSG, and then you 
have to consider between the standard 220 PS or 230 PS 
Performance pack, 18s or 19s and / or DCC, not to mention 
a brochure full of other options... 







The latest GTI is unusual in that it is available 
with an optional performance upgrade, but with 
the advantage not so much in terms of outright 
performance as dynamic ability...' 


THE LATEST (Mk 7) Golf GTI is hardly new 
any more. It is getting on for three years 
now since the UK order books opened at 
the beginning of April 2013 following its 
presentation at the Geneva Show in March 
that year. In fact it’s due for a minor facelift 
later this year and we’ve already seen 
previews of the Mk 8 - expected in 2018 - 
in the popular motoring press. 

Indeed, this year will see us celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of the Golf GTI, the first 
of the ‘hot hatch’ concept that has made 
such a substantial change in the landscape 
for performance driving enthusiasts. Those 
‘unofficial overtime’ engineers who put 
together the original GTI all those years ago 
- fitting the 110 PS 1.6-litre K-Jetronic engine 
from the Audi 80 GTE into the lightweight 
Mk 1 Golf bodyshell - could never have 
imagined what they’d started. Forty years 
later, even the standard GTI has exactly 
double that power output. 

While the previous (Mk 6) Golf GTI was 
really only a face-lifted Mk 5, the current 
Mk 7 version is based on the substantially 
revised and updated MQB platform, with 
numerous technical improvements, sharper 
body styling, greater refinement and higher 
levels of equipment. But, although it is now 
even larger, it hasn’t been bogged down by 
unnecessary extra weight and it has kept 
up the pace in terms its dynamic ability, 
with sharp handling and plenty of power 
and performance, while also able to return 
excellent average fuel economy. 

The latest GTI is unusual in that it is 
available with an optional performance 
upgrade, but with the advantage not so much 
in terms of outright performance as dynamic 


ability. While the basic Mk 7 GTI, as tested 
here, comes with the CHHB coded 2.0-litre 
turbo 16V engine producing 220 PS, there is 
also a factory-fitted Performance pack option 
which uses the CHHA unit with the power 
output raised to 230 PS. More significantly, it 
also has bigger brakes and a special traction- 
enhancing differential locking system. 

Although it’s actually a factory-fitted 
option package, costing £995, the higher- 
powered GTI is often regarded almost as 
a higher-ranking model in its own right, 
usually abbreviated to ‘GTI PP’ although it is 
not officially listed as such in the brochure 
and specifications tables. 

The big question is whether the extra cost 
of the Performance pack is worthwhile and, 
as we’ve advised many a reader since, that 
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THE FOUR-CYLINDER 2.0-litre turbocharged 
16-valve engine in the new Golf GTI is a develop- 
ment of the EA888 series 2.0-litre TSI unit found 
in the previous generation. The cylinder head has 
variable valve timing, a fully integrated exhaust 
manifold and improved thermal management aswell 
as a dual-injection system for improved performance, 
reduced fuel consumption and emissions. 

It’s interesting to take a look at the performance 
plots for the two versions, because the extra power of 
the 230 PS engine is developed totally at the top end, 
with the extra 10 PS occurring from 4700 rpm to 6200 
rpm rather than 220 PS between 4500 and 6200 rpm 
for the standard engine. 

The torque figures are identical, at 350 Nm 
(258 Ib.ft.) for both versions, but with the peak figure 
produced over a range between 1500 and 4400 for 
the 220 and 1500 to 4600 rpm for the 230. 

Essentially, that mean that the difference in 
power, such as it is, will only be felt at the higher 
engine speeds and will really only be significant 
during flat-out acceleration, when holding the 
engine right to the redline. 


2.0 TSI 220 PS/162 kW 



* ■» ftawir output 


2.0 TSI 230 PS/169 kW 
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2 We took a close look at the various 
^ special features of the Performance pack 
in a four-page article in the November 2013 issue, 
and we road-tested a four-door example with the 
Performance pack 230 PS engine and 6-speed 
manual transmission in the December 2013 issue. 


has to be very much an individual decision. 
The bottom line is that the real benefit is 
the dynamic ability of the bigger brakes and 
special diff, both of which are invaluable 
for anyone who wants to fully explore the 
performance of their GTI in fast road use and 
for track days, but insignificant for normal 
road use. 

In fact, neither is the additional 
performance provided by the extra 10 PS 
all that substantial - many consider that it 
really does little more than compensate for 
the additional weight (30 kg) of the bigger 
brakes and special diff unit, and - as you 
can see from our comparative performance 
data - there is very little difference in overall 
power to weight ratio. 


Volkswagen’s own figures for 0-62 mph 
acceleration credit the Performance pack 
GTI with a time that is only a tenth of a 
second faster, as well as a top speed that is 
just 3 mph faster - both of which are purely 
academic in the real world, and a nominal 
advantage that is hardly even worth boasting 
about at the bar. 

Having said that, we now need to 
qualify our own recorded figures for this 
non-Performance pack (220 PS) model, 
because the numbers do show a slightly 
larger discrepancy than might otherwise 
be expected, with the 0-60 time shy by 
two tenths and some of the in-gear times 
adrift by as much as four tenths of a second. 
We recorded 6.4 seconds for the 0-60 dash, 
with 70 and 80 coming up 8.3 and 9.8 
seconds respectively, just 0.2, 0.3 and 0.4 
seconds behind the 230 PS GTI we tested 
in December 2013. 

Remember, though, that this is quite 
brutal flat-out acceleration, the sort you’d 
only ever use for a best ET on the drag 
strip and of no real relevance even to fairly 


fast road driving. The 230 PS model would 
certainly have its nose ahead at the end of 
the quarter-mile, but it would be its superior 
braking for the turning point to get back into 
the assembly lane that would probably save 
the most time. 

In reality, of course, you have to bear in 
mind that these are very small differences 
in real time, especially when allowing for all 
the variables involved in testing two different 
examples, in different conditions, well over 
two years apart. 

It would certainly have been interesting 
to take two current examples (220 and 
230 PS) and run them back-to-back on a 
drag strip and then around a race circuit, 
because that’s really the only way you’ll put 
any separation between them. Out on the 
race circuit it would be the superior handling 
and braking of the Performance pack car, 
rather than its extra power, that would make 
all the difference and we’d expect its lap 
times to be much quicker as a result, but its 
advantages wouldn’t be all that significant 
in normal road use. 



' It would certainly have 
been interesting to take 
two current examples 
(220 and 230 PS) and 
run them back-to-back 
on a drag strip and then 
around a race circuit...' 
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' During normal road use the standard 220 PS GTI is in no way 
compromised by its lack of big brakes and tricky diff../ 



Another interesting comparison arises 
when we consider the fuel consumption, 
because here the official Volkswagen figures 
- according to the rolling-road tests of the 
NEDC regime - make no distinction at all 
between the two versions of the engine. 

Both engines are credited with the same 
figures of 37.7, 55.4 and 47.1 mpg for urban, 
extra-urban and combined mpg. Even when 
comparing the figures for the cars with DSG 
transmission, there are only very minor 
differences between them, and the most 
significant is between manual and DSG, 
amounting to about 3 mpg in each case. 

So, why did our 220 PS test car return 
a significantly better real-world economy 
figure of 37.3 mpg, compared with 34.8 mpg 
for the 230 PS Performance pack car? Well, 
since there is no technical reason for it to 
have been any better, the simple answer is 
that the 220 PS car inevitably had an easier 
time of it overall. 

Without the temptation to make use of 
the superior handling and braking of the 
Performance pack options, to rev it nearer 


to the redline to exploit the extra power, 
or power it harder through the corners to 
investigate the effect of the special diff, the 
220 PS car inevitably experienced a slightly 
more restrained driving style. 

That’s not to say that it was dull or 
unexciting; far from it, just that it was 
plenty fast enough for normal road use, but 
didn’t engender that extra bit of verve to the 
driving style that goes with the Performance 
pack model... 

Mind you, that doesn’t explain why 
our economical driving figure - achieved 
during steady-state cruising at 60 mph on 
a motorway journey - was noticeably better 
with the 220 PS model. Here we recorded 
48.3 mpg for the 220 PS GTI compared with 
45.8 mpg for the 230 PS, and the only possible 
variable here is that we were running it on 
Shell V-Power during this phase of testing 
with the 220 PS GTI, while the 230 PS car 
had used BP Ultimate throughout. Both are 
high-octane fuels, but perhaps with different 
characteristics - maybe not so significant 
in terms of outright performance, but it 


may have played a part in the steady-state 
cruising test. Or, it might just have been 
down to the indefinable differences involved 
in testing the performance and economy 
of two different car, two years apart... 

But let’s not get too bogged down with 
trying to detail the differences; whichever 
way you look at it, both versions of this 
engine produce excellent performance along 
with great flexibility and very creditable fuel 
efficiency. 

As we’ve already made clear, the 
Performance pack will inevitably be the 
deliberate choice of the enthusiast who 
prides themselves on their driving ability and 
actively enjoys dynamic driving, while in the 
real world of normal road use the standard 
220 PS GTI is in no way compromised by its 
lack of big brakes and tricky diff. 

Even without the special electronic diff, 
the 220 PS GTI provides superb handling 
response. In conjunction with the progressive 
electro-mechanical steering mechanism that 
increases the steering ratio as the steering 
angle increases, it is a joy to drive, with the 



' Our economical driving 
figure - achieved during 
steady-state cruising at 
60 mph on a motorway 
journey -was noticeably 
better with the 220 PS 
model...' 
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XDS+ adding an element of vector braking to 
modulate the handling, as well as providing 
traction control in tight corners. 

The other electronic stability control 
systems also contribute to the confident 
handling and the GTI maintains an excellent 
balance between between agility and 
neutrality, making it an extremely safe and 
satisfying car to drive, whether tackling tight 
twisting country roads or fast motorway off- 
ramps. Anyone familiar with the revised road 
arrangement at junction 12 of the Ml, near 
our offices here in Bedfordshire, will know 
that it requires a very competent chassis 
set-up to circumnavigate safely at anything 
beyond modest speeds and the GTI was well 
up to the task. 


With its lowered (-15 mm) sports springs 
and firmer dampers, along with stiffer 
tubular anti-roll bars front and rear, the 
ride quality is undeniably firm, although 
not actually uncomfortable. It will be 
perfectly acceptable to the enthusiast driver 
who appreciates the inevitable compromise 
between handling and ride quality, but 
anyone using the new GTI as a dual-purpose 
‘fun and family’ device should seriously 
consider specifying the Dynamic Chassis 
Control (DCC) suspension option, as was 
fitted to this road-test car. 

As well as the Normal adaptive ride control, 
with the dampers constantly readjusting 
to suit the prevalent driving style, DCC also 
provides Comfort and Sport settings at the 


touch of the Driver Profile Selection (DPS) 
screen, although if you want to adjust 
settings in isolation then you need to go 
a step further into the Individual menu. 

DCC is not standard on any Golf, not even 
the R, and it’s not cheap at £830 but you’re 
better off with it than without it. Indeed, 
some may consider it a better investment for 
normal road use than the Performance pack 
option, and it comes with change to spare. 

Standard wheels and tyres on the GTI 
are 7.5 x 18-inch Austin alloys, shod with 
225/40 R18 tyres. Our test car was equipped 
with Bridgestone’s Potenza S001, ultra-high- 
performance tyres that are so well suited 
to the GTl’s dynamic capability. The spare 
wheel, stored flat under the boot floor, is an 



'DCC is not standard on any 
Golf, and it's not cheap 
at £830 but you're better 
off with it than without it 
Indeed, some may consider 
it a better investment than 
the Performance Pack...' 
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18-inch spacesaver - not ideal, but far better 
than a so-called ‘Mobility’ inflation kit in the 
event of a puncture. 

Santiago-style 8.0 x 19-inch diameter rims 
with 235/35-profile tyres are available as an 
expensive (£985) option. Quite apart from the 
initial purchase price, there’s the extra cost 
of replacing tyres and you inevitably lose 
some ride quality due to the shorter stiffer 
sidewalls, making DCC almost an essential. 
We’d always advise against such a large 
wheel and tyre size unless style really does 
take precedence over practicality in your 
order of priorities. 

Speaking of which, let’s talk about the 
number of doors because, while many 
consider that a two-door car - like our road- 
test example - looks more sleek and stylish, 
our long-term experience tells us that four 
doors are always better. Especially so, if you 
have to carry passengers, but also when 
travelling alone, when it is so much easier 
to open a rear door and pop your bags or 
coats on the back seat, and even when 
loading the boot. In many parking situations 


the longer front doors of a two-door can also 
be a liability when trying to get in and out of 
the car in tight spaces. 

The four-door model might cost quite 
a bit more - £1020 in fact - but again not 
much more than the Performance pack and 
you’ll thank yourself for it the first time you 
have to get four passengers into the car in 
the pouring rain, or help an elderly relative 
in and out of the back seat at every service 
station on a long journey. Those ‘easy-entry’ 
front seats on the two-door cars aren’t quite 
as slick in operation as they could be. 

For anyone considering a two-seater 
sports car, or even a small MPV, also take 
account first that the Mk 7 Golf GTI comes 
with a substantial 380-litre boot space, 
expanding to 1270 litres with the 60:40 split- 
folding rear seat backrest folded forwards, 
also with load-through provision, front 
centre armrest storage and Isofix child seat 
preparation - all very practical. 

Of course, that’s the big advantage of the 
Golf GTI in that it’s not just a highly dynamic 
‘hot hatch’ with performance and handling 


that can surpass that of some Porsches, 
but it’s also a very practical family car and 
it comes with a level of equipment that 
would put to shame an executive saloon 
from just a decade ago. 

Standard equipment like 2Zone climate 
control, electronic parking brake (new for 
the Mk 7), electric folding and heated door 
mirrors, bi-xenon headlamps with LED DRLs 
and LED rear lamps are almost taken for 
granted these days, but the Mk 7 GTI also 
comes with radar-sensing ADC (Automatic 
Distance Control), the aforementioned 
Driver Profile Selection (with a choice of 
Eco, Sport, Normal and Individual settings), 
innumerable passive and active safety 
systems, and a multi-function dashboard 
computer with gearchange indicator. 

The standard infotainment system is a 
Composition media system with 5.8-inch 
colour touchscreen, DAB radio, CD player with 
8 speakers, SD card reader, playback from 
MP3, WMA and AAC files, aux-in socket and 
MDI with iPod conection, as well as Bluetooth 
phone preparation. Our test car, though, 



'While many consider 
that a two-door car 
looks more sleek and 
stylish •, our long-term 
experience tells us 
that four doors are 
always better../ 
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came with the £1765 extra-cost option of 
the Discover Navigation Pro touchscreen 
navigation/DVD radio system with voice 
activation, 8-inch colour screen, 64 GB SD 
card reader, European nav data with three 
years of updates, traffic sign display, photo 
display and two SD card reader. 

Back in 1976, when the Mk 1 GTI first 
headed out from the production line, that kind 
of technology would have been over-ambitious 
for a sci-fi movie let alone a daily driver! 

And that’s before you check out the rest 
of the optional equipment list, which also 
includes ‘Vienna’ leather upholstery (£1700), 
keyless entry (£355), High Beam Assist (£140), 
Lane Assist (£525), Park Assist (only £150, as 
the GTI has parking sensors as standard), a 
rear-view camera (£165) and a £530 Dynaudio 
sound pack with 10-channel amplifier and 
eight speakers! 

So, maybe the standard GTI does have 
‘only’ 220 PS and it might not provide the 
ultimate in dynamic handling and super- 
power braking out on the race circuit but 
for daily user-chooser high performance 





and practicality with good fuel economy, 
it shouldn’t really be put aside when 
considering similarly capable siblings like 
the Golf GTD, GTE or even the R. 

The only problem is that, at some time in 
the future, you might just harbour a sneaking 
regret that you didn’t stretch to specify the 
Performance pack, in which case the after- 
market tuners can always help out with a 
re-map, big-brake kit and high-performance 
diff upgrade. Having assured you, throughout 
this road test, that you can live happily 
without the Performance pack upgrades, only 
you will be able to decide when it comes to 
ticking those options boxes... M 


'The only problem is 
that, , at some time in 
the future, you might 
just harbour a sneaking 
regret that you didn't 
stretch to specify the 
Performance pack...' 


Price comparison (wef 01 . 02 . 20 i 6 ) 

Golf GTD 3-door 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed manual £26,895 
Golf GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual £27,435 

Golf GTD 5-door 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed manual £27,915 
Golf GTI Performance 3-dr 2.0 TSI 230 PS 6-spd man £28,430 
Golf GTI 5-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual £28,455 
Golf GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG £28,850 

Golf GTI Performance 5-dr 2.0 TSI 230 PS 6-spd man £29,450 
Golf GTI Performance 3-dr 2.0 TSI 230 PS 6-spd DSG £29,845 
Golf GTI 5-door 2.0 TS I 220 PS 6 -sp eed DSG £29,870 

Golf GTI Performance 5-dr 2.0 TSI 230 PS 6-spd DSG £30,865 

Golf R 3-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed manual £31,120 

Golf R 5-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed manual £31,775 

Golf Cabriolet GTI 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG £32,985 
Golf GTE 5-door 1 .4 TSI + E motor 204 PS 6-spd DSG £33,995 
Golf GTE Nav 5-dr 1.4TSI + E motor 204 PS 6-spd DSG £35,760 
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Other references 

New GTI: Geneva debut 

April 2013, p09-09 

New GTI: First drive report 

June 2013, p17-20 

Cabriolet GTI DSG road test 

October 2013, p17-23 

GTI Performance pack analysed 

November 13, p15-18 

Road test: 4-door GTI (6-speed manual) 
with 230 PS Performance pack 

December 2013, p15-22 
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Tachometer 
MFD screen 
Speedometer 
Temp gauge 


Fuel gauge 
Audio/navigation 
Climate control 
Mode selection 
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Facts and figures: Golf GTI (220 PS)2-door 6-speed manual 



ENGINE / FUEL ECONOMY/ ACCELERATION 


ENGINE SPECIFICATION 


Displacement 

1984 cc 

Configuration 

In-line 

Cylinders 

4 

Bore and stroke 

82.5 x 92.8 mm 

Power output 
Maximum torque 
Compression ratio 

220 PS (162 kW) @4500-6200 rpm 
258 Ib.ft (350 Nm) @ 1500-4400 rpm 
9.6:1 

Valves per cylinder 

2 inlet, 2 exhaust 

FUEL CONSUMPTION 

Overall test value 

37.3 mpg, 7.6 l/100km 

Economical driving 
Urban cycle 

48.3 mpg, 5.8 1/1 00km 
37.7 mpg, 7.5 l/100km 

Extra urban cycle 

55.4 mpg, 5.1 l/100km 

Total 

47.1 mpg, 6.0 1/1 00km 

Fuel required 

95 RON unleaded 

Fuel tank capacity 

11 gallons, 50 litres 

CO 2 emission 

139 g/km 



ACCELERATION FIGURES 

Maximum speed 

1 52 mph, 246 kph^ 

0-50 mph 

4.8 sec 

0-60 mph 

6.4 sec 

0-70 mph 

8.3 sec 

0-80 mph 

9.8 sec 

30- 50 mph (3rd gear) 

3.0 sec 

30-50 mph (4th gear) 

4.2 sec 

50-70 mph (3rd gear) 

3.2 sec 

50-70 mph (4th gear) 

3.9 sec 

50-70 mph (5th gear) 

4.9 sec 

50-70 mph (6th gear) 

6.5 sec 

Road speed per 1000 rpm in top gear 

27.0 mph, 43.6 kph 

Acceleration figures recorded using VI Monitor. 
For more information visit the website at: 
www. i /i-performance. com 

UK insurance group 

29E 


PERFORMANCE COMPARISONS 


Displacement, cc 

Golf 7 GTI 
2-door 

6-spd manual 

1984 

Golf 7 GTI PP 
4-door 

6-spd manual 

1984 

Golf 7 GTD 
4-door 
6-spd DSG 

1968 

Golf 7 GTE 
4-door 

1395 

Golf 6 GTI 
2-door 

6-spd manual 

1984 

Golf 5 GTI 
2-door 

6-spd manual 

1984 

'We recorded 6.4 
seconds for the 0-60 

Power output, PS/kW 

220/162 

230/169 

184/135 

150/111 

210/155 

200/147 

dash, with 70 and 

@rpm 

4500-6200 

4700-6200 

3500-4000 

5000-6000 

5300/6200 

5100 

80 coming up 8.3 

Maximum torque, lb.ft./Nm 

258/350 

258/350 

280/380 

184/250 

206/280 

207/280 

@rpm 

1500-4400 

1500-4600 

1750-3250 

1600-3500 

1750-5200 

1800-5000 

and 9.8 seconds 
respectively, just 

Maximum speed, mph/kph 

152/246 

155/250 

141/230 

138/222 

147/238 

146/234 

0-50mph, sec 

4.8 

4.7 

5.6 

5.4 

4.7 

4.5 

0-60mph, sec 

6.4 

6.2 

7.4 

7.1 

6.3 

6.0 

0.2, 0.3 and 0.4 
seconds behind the 

0-70mph, sec 

8.3 

8.0 

9.7 

8.9 

8.2 

8.3 

0-80mph, sec 

9.8 

9.5 

12.4 

11.1 

9.6 

10.7 

30-50mph (third gear), sec 

3.0 

2.6 

3.2 

2.5 

3.2 

3.0 

230 PS GTI we tested 

30-50mph (fourth gear), sec 

4.2 

4.0 

- 

- 

4.3 

4.1 

50-70mph (third gear), sec 

3.2 

2.8 

3.8 

3.2 

3.2 

3.3 

in December 201 3...' 

50-70 mph (fourth gear) sec 

3.9 

3.6 

- 

- 

4.3 

4.1 


50-70mph (fifth gear), sec 

4.9 

4.6 

- 

- 

5.5 

5.1 


50-70mph (sixth gear), sec 

6.5 

6.2 

- 

- 

6.8 

6.2 

To read any of the other tests 
mentioned in the comparison 
chart, back issues can be ordered 
securely from our website 

www. volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 

Overall fuel cons, mpg /I/I 00km 

37.3/7.6 

34.8/8.1 

48.4/5.8 

52.6/5.3 

35.2/8.0 

28.6/9.8 

Unladen weight, Ib/kg 

2978/1351 

3046/1382 

3075/1395 

3525/1599 

2905/1317 

2865/1299 

Power/weight ratio, PS/ton, PS/tonne 

165/163 

169/166 

134/132 

129/127 

162/159 

156/154 

Test publication date 

Mar '16 

Dec '13 

Jan '14 

Aug '15 

Oct '09 

Jun '05 
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Volkswagen kicked off the 2016 WRC season 
with a well-deserved 1-2 on the immensely 
challenging Monte Carlo Rally... 


' The second generation 
of Polo R WRC is now even 
more reliable after two 
systematic changes to the 


WITH 34 WINS from 39 WRC rallies, the 
Polo R WRC was already the most successful 
rally car of all time, after just three seasons, 
but Volkswagen was clearly determined to 
make it even better as they headed into the 
2016 season, which kicked off with the iconic 


LE CASINO 


AHEAD OF Rally Monte Carlo it was announced, 
on January 14, that Volkswagen Motorsport 
Director Jost Capito (57) is to leave the company 
by mutual agreement during the course of this year 
to take on a new professional challenge as chief 
executive officer at McLaren FI. 

Capito has been responsible for the Volkswagen 
brand’s engagement in motorsport since mid-2012 
and led the works team to three FIA World Rally 
Championship titles in 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

The engineering graduate began working for the 
Volkswagen Group in 1989, joining Porsche’s racing 
department. Following an executive post with the 
Sauber Formula 1 team (from 1996), Capito moved 
to Ford in 2001, where among other things he held 
responsibility for motorsport activities and the 
performance vehicle business. 

In May 2012, Capito took over as Motorsport 
Director at Volkswagen Motorsport GmbH, where he 
will continue to perform his duties until such time as 
his successor has been appointed. 


Rally Monte Carlo from January 21 to 24. 

‘We are about to defend our world 
championship title for the third time in a 
row,’ said Volkswagen Motorsport Director 
Jost Capito: ‘The opposition has modified its 
cars for the new season. The changes to the 
Polo R WRC are basically fine-tuning and 
detailed improvements to make the world 
championship-winning car even better as the 
regulations in the World Rally Championship 
only allow a few modifications within a 
homologation period. Thanks to this stability, 
it is possible to challenge for the title for 
several years with an existing car, making 
only detailed improvements. That is precisely 
our goal for 2016.’ 

The second generation of Polo R WRC is 
now even more reliable after two systematic 
changes to the chassis have optimised the 
stability of the car. The front subframe has 
been strengthened, as have the rear-axle 


chassis have optimised 
the stability of the car../ 

wishbones for the gravel specification of 
the Polo R WRC, while the pistons in the 
318 PS 1.6 turbo engine have also been slightly 
modified in order to further optimise its 
reliability. 

The changes to the exterior design of 
the Polo R WRC are much more obvious, 
with white stripes and areas making for a 
vivid front, emphasising the clear lines and 
striking design of the Polo R WRC. 

Starting the 2016 season as defending 
champion in all WRC competitions, the 
VW Motorsport team of Sebastien Ogier/ 
Julien Ingrassia, Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka 
Anttila and Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger 
finished first, second and third in last year’s 
world championship, but that counted for 
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nothing this year as all entries start with 
zero points, and the VW entries had to run 
first on the course... 

The rivals at Hyundai lined up with a 
new car at the ‘Monte’, while M-Sport-Ford 
had a new driver and co-driver line-up. The 
entry list for the Rally Monte Carlo speaks for 
itself: three Volkswagens, two Citroens, three 
Hyundais and six Fords - 15 World Rally Cars 
and a further 75 vehicles in other classes 
had registered for the classic rally in 2016. 

Following the Ceremonial Start at the 
casino in Monaco, the drivers take on two 
special stages in the dark on their way to Gap 
on the Thursday. Not only does visibility play 
a major role, but the ice spies must also be 
on the ball: freezing wet patches and possible 
snow in places are the first challenges of the 
season on the ‘Entrevaux-Val-de-Chalvagne- 
Rouaine’ and ‘Barles-Seyn’ stages. 

Friday features three stages to the north 
of Gap, each of which must be tackled twice. 
Saturday is not only the day of the classic 
stages - particularly the infamous ‘Sisteron- 
Thoard’ stage - but also the longest day of the 
rally. Roughly half of the distance against the 
clock is driven on this day. Sunday features 
two attempts at ‘Col de l’Orme-St. Laurent’, 
which also forms the closing Power Stage. 
Slotted in between is a new version of the 
Col de Turini - the ‘La Bollene-Vesubie-Peira- 
Cava’ stage. 

The teams must also overcome 
another challenge at the Rally Monte Carlo: 


after the midday service in Gap, the entire 
rally circus must move 310 km to the 
harbour in Monaco. This involves 
reassembling the service area, with the 
next service scheduled for shortly after 
07:00 on Sunday morning. 

Speaking ahead of the Rally Monte Carlo, 
Sebastien Ogier commented: ‘I cannot imagine 
a better rally with which to start the new 
season. I have won the ‘Monte’ for the past 
two years, and would obviously like to win 
it again this year. For me, it is the most 
important rally of the year.’ 

Things certainly got off to a good start 
with the trial run for the ‘Monte’ when the 
Shakedown saw Ogier and Ingrassia end the 
free practice in second place, with Mikkelsen 
and Jaeger and Latvala and Anttila fifth and 
sixth fastest, although the final positions 
were very dependent on the starting order, as 
the surface of the 3.35-km stage to the west of 
the rally headquarters in Gap became visibly 
dirtier with every rally car that passed. 

Sebastien Ogier: ‘It is obviously 
particularly nice for me to get the first 
kilometres of the new season under my belt 
in my home city of Gap. On the whole, the 
Shakedown went very well - the Polo feels 
perfect, but it is difficult to make any sort of 
prediction. Conditions out on the route varied 
too much for that. I am now really looking 
forward to the start in Monaco tomorrow. 

The opening stages will then show where 
we stand compared to the opposition.’ 


TAXI RIDES 

MONACO ALSO GAVE the WRC drivers the 
opportunity to drive around the Grand Prix circuit 
as a host of top international stars took a passenger 
seat for taxi rides in the Polo R WRC. 

Among the privileged passengers were actor 
Mikael Nyqvist, Pierre Casiraghi (seventh in line to 
the throne of Monaco), former footballer Thomas 
Helmer, Danish tennis star Caroline Wozniacki, foot- 
baller Jean-Pierre Papin of AC Milan, Bayern Munich, 
Marseille and Bordeaux, Finland’s most-capped 
footballer, Jari Litmanen, French rugby star Damien 
Chouly and Allan McNish, former FI driver and three- 
time overall winner of the Le Mans 24-hour race. 

Caroline Wozniacki enjoyed a swift city tour with 
the three-time world champion and added: ‘I live 
here in Monaco - and this fast taxi ride was a great 
new experience for me. I felt really safe sitting next 
to Sebastien Ogier!’ 


WITH UNPREDICTABLE weather frequently 
making a lottery of any tyre selection, the infamous 
‘Monte’ is the toughest possible way to start the 
new season, with its 377.59-km long route spread 
over 16 special stages - including the famous 
‘Sisteron-Thoard’ stage and the Col de Turini. 

‘The Rally Monte Carlo is often exactly what 
Monaco is renowned for: a gamble,’ said Volkswagen 
Motorsport Director Jost Capito.'The unsettled 
weather makes tyre selection a lottery. The driver 
and co-driver must co-operate perfectly but you also 
need the ice spies, weather crew and service team to 
work in harmony. In this regard, there is no greater 
challenge in the World Rally Championship. And that 
is precisely why we are so looking forward to it, as 
we are well prepared.’ 

The advantage lies with those who can rely 
on their ice spies, who drive the route before the 
start of the special stage and pass the information 
acquired on to the co-driver, who adapts his pace 
notes accordingly. 

When it comes to tyres, the WRC drivers have a 
maximum 20 soft and 24 super-soft asphalt tyres 
at their disposal, as well as 12 winter tyres without 
studs and 24 with. A maximum 39 of these 80 tyres 
may be used during the rally. And each must be used 
at the right time: as well as the four wheels on the 
car, a maximum of two spare tyres may be carried 
in the boot. 


7 cannot imagine a better rally with which to start 
the new season. For me, , it is the most important 
rally of the year.' Sebastien Ogier 
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2016 WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 

THE 2016 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) features 14 rallies, as opposed 
to the 13 events of the past three years, with a round in China added to the 
tried-and-tested WRC calendar. The only overseas asphalt rally in 2016, this will 
give the logistics experts, in particular, something of a headache when it comes 
to supplying spare parts. 


2016 WRC DATES 


Rally Monte Carlo 

Jan 21-24 

Rally Finland 

July 28-31 

Rally Sweden 

Feb 11-14 

Rally Germany 

Aug 18-21 

Rally Mexico 

Mar 03-06 

Rally China 

Sep 08-11 

Rally Argentina 

April 21-24 

Rally France 

Sep 29 -Oct 02 

Rally Portugal 

May 19-22 

Rally Spain 

Oct 13-16 

Rally Italy 

June 09-12 

Rally Great Britain 

Oct 27-30 

Rally Poland 

July 01-03 

Rally Australia 

Nov 17-20 


'The battle between Sebastien Ogier in the 
Polo R WRC and Kris Meeke in the Citroen 
was extremely exciting...' 





l i « ^ V' 


Volkswagen got off to a successful 
start at the ‘Monte’ with fastest time on 
the opening stage, with Sebastien Ogier and 
Julien Ingrassia placing second overall, just 
6.9 seconds adrift of Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle 
(Citroen) at the end the first 41.63 km that 
make up the opening two stages. Andreas 
Mikkelsen and Anders Jaeger were just behind 
them in third with Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka 
Anttila following in seventh place in the 
third Polo R WRC. 

The typical ‘Monte’ mixture of surface 
conditions, ranging from dry asphalt to black 
ice, kept the drivers and co-drivers on their 
toes from the word go. In total darkness, the 
‘Entrevaux-Val-de-Chalvagne-Rouaine’ and 
‘Barles-Seyne’ proved as big a challenge as 
expected, as Jost Capito explained: ‘There 
could hardly be a trickier start to the World 
Rally Championship. Plenty of grip on dry 


asphalt here, snow and ice there - you never 
know what is waiting for you at the ‘Monte’. 
Our three driver/co-driver pairings took the 
conditions into account and opted for cautious 
starts. So far, so good. Many more challenges 
typical of the ‘Monte’ await us over the 
coming days. After the way today panned 
out, I am confident...’ 

The rest of the day saw the main protag- 
onists trade places, with Ogier and Ingrassia 

'The constant changes 
from sheer ice to asphalt - 
sometimes dry, sometimes 
wet - keeping the drivers 
and co-drivers on their 
toes at all times...' 


taking the lead after being embroiled in a 
thrilling duel with Kris Meeke and Paul Nagle 
(Citroen). Over the course of the first eight 
stages of the ‘Monte’, the lead changed no less 
than five times between the two rivals with 
Ogier and Meeke also the only two drivers to 
finish in the top three on every stage so far. 

Ogier/Ingrassia moved back into the 
lead on the final stage of the day, ‘Les Costes- 
Chaillol’, while Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka 
Anttila and Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger 
ended day one in third and fourth place to 
round off an excellent start to the season 
for Volkswagen. Friday once again featured 
the tricky mixture of conditions, for which 
the ‘Monte’ is renowned, with the constant 
changes from sheer ice to asphalt - some- 
times dry, sometimes wet - keeping the 
drivers and co-drivers on their toes at 
all times. 

Sebastien Ogier: ‘This was an exciting 
and tense duel with Kris Meeke to start the 
‘Monte’. He was quick today. I am very happy 
with my day. Apart from a small mistake 
on this morning’s second stage, Julien and 
I found a good rhythm. The conditions were 
typical of the ‘Monte’. The seventh stage was 
a little treacherous, so I took a more cautious 
approach. The advantage that Kris and I have 
over the rest may look comfortable, but no 
lead is safe at the ‘Monte’. Anything can 
happen here!’ 

Jost Capito: ‘The Rally Monte Carlo has 
started well for us. The result so far is a good 
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one for Volkswagen: first, third and fourth. 
You cannot ask for more than that in such 
difficult conditions. However, it was not only 
a real treat for me as Motorsport Director, 
but also as a rally fan. The battle between 
Sebastien Ogier in the Polo R WRC and Kris 
Meeke in the Citroen is extremely exciting. 
Both are producing a hugely impressive 
performance. Respect to them for that. And 
the Motorsport Director and rally fan in me 
both say: more of the same, please!’ 

THE CREWS faced the longest day of the Rally 
Monte Carlo on Saturday with the five special 
stages, including the infamous ‘Sisteron- 
Throard’, featuring 173.96 km against the 
clock. That is half of the total distance of the 
rally. In the evening, the service park moves 
from Gap in the French Maritime Alps to the 
harbour in Monaco, posing another challenge 
for the team and logisticians. 

Again, Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia 
were in a league of their own in the Polo R 
WRC on day 2 of the classic rally, extending 
their lead in extremely difficult and varied 
conditions. Their closest rivals were now 
Volkswagen team-mates Andreas Mikkelsen/ 
Anders Jaeger, who climbed into second place 
overall courtesy of a clever tyre selection. 

While the longest stage of the rally, 
‘Ladier-et-Valenga-Faye’, was held on a 
mixture of dry and wet asphalt, the ‘Aspres- 
les-Corps-Chauffayer’ was a combination 
of sheer ice and snow, making the task of 
selecting the Michelin tyres particularly 
difficult. Mikkelsen/Jaeger were the only 


crew to set off on the morning loop with 
more spiked tyres than supersoft slicks, 
and consequently made up time on their 
direct rivals. 

In contrast, the Rally Monte Carlo was 
all over for Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila 
when the duo came off the road on stage 
11, skidding into a ditch and out into a field. 
Light contact was made with a spectator in 
the process but he was not seriously hurt. 
Latvala and Anttila attempted to repair 
the damage to the car, but were then late 
arriving at the checkpoint ahead of the 
following special stage. As such, their rally 
was over. 

The Finnish duo was subsequently fined 
for not stopping at the scene of the incident, 
as stipulated in the regulations. The stewards 
also handed Latvala and Anttila a suspended 
sentence, which will only come into effect 


should they be found guilty of another breach 
of regulations. 

Sebastien Ogier: ‘The Rally Monte Carlo 
once again showed why it is the most 
difficult rally on the calendar today. The 
conditions on the stages were so varied that 
choosing the right tyres was something of 
a lottery. The majority of the 51 km from 
Lardier-et-Valenga to Faye were dry, but it 
was also icier than expected. The tenth stage 
was so incredibly snowy and icy - 1 felt like I 
was on the ‘Streif in Kitzbiihel! 

All in all, I am more than happy with the 
way the day panned out for Julien and me. 

It is a shame that Kris Meeke is no longer in 
the rally. I would have liked to have continued 
the battle with him right through to the finish.’ 

Jost Capito: ‘Today was a day with very 
positive aspects, but also less positive aspects. 
The positives include fine performances by 



'The Rally Monte Carlo once again showed 
why it is the most difficult rally on the calendar 
today. The conditions on the stages were 
so varied that choosing the right tyres was 
something of a lottery..' Sebastien Ogier 















SEBASTIEN OGIER 

‘Winning here in Monte Carlo is such an emotional moment for me! It is just an 
indescribable feeling to win for the third time. The conditions were so tricky. It was 
so icy and slippery. I am really happy with this success. I would like to thank the 
entire team, which did a fantastic job this weekend. My ice spies were awesome. 

It was really tough for them to provide us with accurate predictions regarding 
the state of the roads. The Polo ran superbly - it was just a perfect weekend!’ 


'Anders Jaeger crowned 
his debut in the top 
category of the World Rally 
Championship with his first 
podium - something that 
no other WRC co-driver in 
the current field can claim 
to have achieved...' 


ANDREAS MIKKELSEN 

‘An absolutely fantastic start to the WRC season. Second at the ‘Monte’ - that is always 
going to be rather special. It was the first rally with my new co-driver Anders Jaeger 
- and to stand on the podium together is simply fantastic. Anders did a perfect job all 
weekend, for which he deserves my greatest compliment. It is thanks to my ice spies, 
Bernt Kollevold and Timo Alanne, that we are stood on the podium today. Not to 
forget the entire team, who all did a perfect job. An absolutely fantastic day for us.’ 






Sebastien Ogier and Andreas Mikkelsen. 

Seb is driving in a league of his own with 
a huge lead. Andreas made a brave, but also 
intelligent tyre selection today and was thus 
able to work his way up to second place. 

A less positive aspect of the day was an 
incident involving a spectator after Jari- 
Matti Latvala’s accident on stage 11. As soon 
as we heard the news, we contacted the 
crew as quickly as possible and started 
to look into what might have caused 
the incident. We very much regret what 
happened.’ 

DAY 3 SAW extremely treacherous conditions, 
alternating between dry, wet, snow and 
sheer ice but it didn’t deter the Volkswagen 
team from taking a 1-2 at the ‘Monte’, the 
third in a row for driver, co-driver and team. 
Sebastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia enjoyed 
another magnificent success while team- 
mates Andreas Mikkelsen and Anders Jaeger 
finished runner-up to round off a dream start 
to the 2016 FIA World Rally Championship. 

The latest victory marked the 35th 
triumph in 40 rallies for the Polo R WRC 
and the 33rd career win for Ogier and 
Ingrassia, while Mikkelsen racked up his 
15th podium finish. Furthermore, Mikkelsen’s 
new co-driver Anders Jaeger crowned his 


JARI-MATTI LATVALA 

‘My co-driver Miikka Anttila and I fully accept the stewards’ decision. The safety 
of spectators and participants must take top priority at any rally. Miikka and I are 
in absolutely no doubt about that. We very much regret the incident and will do 
everything possible to avoid this kind of thing happening again in the future. 

At the same time, we are pleased that the spectator got off so lightly this time, 
and that nothing serious happened.’ 




debut in the top category of the World 
Rally Championship with his first podium - 
something that no other WRC co-driver 
in the current field can claim to have 
achieved. 

The Power Stage, on which bonus 
points are awarded to the fastest three 
drivers and co-drivers, saw Sebastien Ogier 
and Julien Ingrassia win this special stage 
for the 26th time, adding points 151 to 153 to 
Volkswagen’s account. Andreas Mikkelsen 
finished third to add point number 154. M 


34 


VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER MARCH 2016 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 


IV 






COMMENT \ ' 


VOLKSWAGEN MOTORSPORT’S tongue-in-cheek 
social media advertising over the festive period 
featured a Polo R WRC performing doughnuts during 
Advent in a warehouse. Lighting a match weekly 
and spinning towards candles which were duly lit, it 
culminated in ‘He’s done the triple. Now, it’s time for 
Sebastien Ogier to do four in a row’. The subsequent 
New-Year pronouncement was a play on Star Wars, 
‘May the fourth be with you. Happy New Year’. 

The message was crystal clear. Volkswagen reckon 
Ogier’s good for a fourth successive World title and/or 
the team’s good for a fourth consecutive Manufacturer’s 
title. Strong talk, psyching out the service park before 
the year had even begun! 

After a silly season reshuffle, with new crew pairings 
in other teams and a move of Anders Jaeger from WRC 3 
to pair up with Andreas Mikkelsen for 2016, the new 
Hyundai on the block is the other main obvious unknown 
for 2016. Would any of these upset the Ogier-dominated 
status quo? 

Theory done, fast forward to the practical at 
Monte Carlo. Viewers were served a real treat with 
Ogier and Citroen’s Kris Meeke, commencing his part- 
time 2016 campaign, at it hammer and tongs for eight 
stages, separated by 10 seconds. It’s been a while since 
anything this close has happened beyond a Volkswagen 
intra-team battle. After a dozen tests, it was 30 seconds 
and then Meeke was out with a fist-sized hole punched 
into his gearbox. A fantastic battle ended prematurely, 
which the world champ relished just as much as he 
enjoyed getting to the finish for another home win. 

With Meeke’s strong performance for the first two 
days, thoughts cast back to last November where Ogier, 
with the confidence of three world titles and increasingly 
less to prove, interjected at the final press conference 
of the season: ‘He (Meeke) is a bit too modest. He done 
a strong performance (on Wales Rally GB).’ Compliments 
from a champion. Forward again to Monte, ‘Kris deserved 
better than that. It was very fast all the weekend. It’s a 
shame, it would have been nice to go on like this until 
the end, it was very exciting.’ More gracious champion 
compliments. 

Monte is all about the spectacle. Televised or 
otherwise. Its name, a proxy to the rich and famous, is 
relevant yet incidental to the location of many stages, 


'The message was crystal 
clear. Volkswagen reckon 
Ogier's good for a fourth 
successive World title 
and/or the team's good 
for a fourth consecutive 
Manufacturer's title...' 

held in the mountain passes and ski resorts and 
villages near Gap. To anyone with an ounce of 
interest in Alpine scenery, European skiing and 
winter sports, plus a fondness and admiration for 
what it would be like to race up and down mountain 
passes in the ludicrously challenging conditions, 
this has to be the ultimate! 

Even for hardened observers, Monte’s winter 
wonderland still allows the viewer to dream as 
the cars travel from the valleys up to crest snow- 
covered summits, as spectators with ski boots on sit 
watching. Its piece de resistance is the unbelievably 
changeable and plainly dangerous conditions that 
would leave most ordinary motorists aghast at the 
insanity of it. So it’s hard not to be captivated, 
watching the cars threaded on the slipperiest 
stuff in large drifts from corner to corner by these 
world-class wheelmen. The photography and video 
footage is simply stunning. 

Even more satisfying to master it, then. Ogier: 
‘This rally is the most important of the season for 
me. It’s so emotional to be there in Monte Carlo. 

I was dreaming like a kid. I repeat this story all the 
time but I mean it’s so great. Fourth time victory on 
such a difficult rally. I’m very happy. I want to thank 
all my team because it is really, more than ever, 
a team effort this weekend and my gravel crew 
has done a fantastic job.’ 

These were no glib words. The drivers talk 
a lot about emotion on the WRC and on occasion 
it can feel repetitive, but three successive wins on 
his home event and Ogier was once again at the 
top of his own world. Already there’s a familiar 
look to 2016. Chris Eyre 


FIA WRC RALLY MONTE CARLO 
FINAL RESULTS 

1 Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia, 

Volkswagen 3h 49m 53.1s 

2 Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jaeger, 


Volkswagen 

+ lm 54.5s 

3 Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul, 

Hyundai 

+ 3m 17.9s 

4 Mads 0stberg/Ola Fl0ene, 


Ford 

+ 4m 47.7s 

5 Stephane Lefebvre/Gabin Moreau, 

Citroen 

+ 7m 35.6s 

6 Dani Sordo/Marc Marti, 


Hyundai 

+ 10m 35.5s 

7 Ott Tanak/Raigo MSlder, Ford 

+ 11m 39.9s 

8 Elfyn Evans/Craig Parry, Ford 

+ 18m 30.8s 

9 Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm, 


Skoda 

+ 20m 41.0s 

10 Armin Kremer/Pirmin Winklhofer, 

Skoda 

+ 20m 43.9s 

FIA WRC RALLY MONTE CARLO 

POWER STAGE RESULTS 


1 Ogier/Ingrassia, Volkswagen 

8m 09.6s 

2 Sordo/Marti, Hyundai 

+ 1.4s 

3 Mikkelsen/Jaeger, Volkswagen 

+ 5.9s 

DRIVERS' CHAMPIONSHIP (PTS) 

1 Sebastien Ogier 

28 

2 Andreas Mikkelsen 

19 

3 Thierry Neuville 

15 

4 Mads 0stberg 

12 

5 Stephane Lefebvre 

10 

6 DaniSordo 

10 

7 Ott Tanak 

6 

8 Elfyn Evans 

4 

9 Esapekka Lappi 

2 

10 Armin Kremer 

1 

MNFRS' CHAMPIONSHIP (PTS] 

1 Volkswagen Motorsport 

25 

2 Hyundai Motorsport 

25 

3 M-Sport 

20 

4 Volkswagen Motorsport II 

18 

5 Hyundai Motorsport N 

6 
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2.0 TFSI TUNING SPECIALIST 

JKM Motor Services Ltd based in 
Portsmouth Hampshire, is a fully equipped 
Independent specialist in the service , repair 
& modification of VOLKSWAGEN, AUDI, 

SEAT & SKODA vehicles. 

JKM offer a host of services for both 
Standard and Modified cars from routine 
servicing to exact manufactures 
requirements through to Engine upgrades 
Suspension upgrades and much mare ...... 


2.0 TFSI TUNING PACKAGES FROM: £550+Vat 2.0 TFSI K03 to K04 TURBO CONVERSIONS FROM £2350+ Vat 


see the JKM wrtwte M details! (A minimum hardware and Software Standard if mqttlftd ■ stc JKM wchstre for details} 



wwwjkm.org.uk 



Phone: 023 9263 9933 


enquiries@jkm.org.uk 
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EVENT REPORT - AUTOSPORT INTERNATIONAL 2010 


PHOTOS: NEIL BIRKITT & CHRIS EYRE 
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THIS YEAR’S Autosport International at 
Birmingham’s NEC attracted another 
huge crowd of visitors over the weekend 
of January 16-17. Indeed, we’re told that 
Saturday saw all tickets sold out by the 
early afternoon and all Sunday’s tickets 
gone before lunchtime! 

There were three major debuts for 2016, 
with Ginetta unveiling its G57 prototype, 
a 580bhp LS3-engined racer set for Le Mans, 
as well as the Zenos E10 R and ‘Poland’s first 
supercar’ the Arrinera Hussarya GT, with the 
team aiming to compete in the British and 
European GT4 racing series. 

Jaguar showed two Jaguar C-X75s, one 
on static display and the other in the live 
action arena, while the Williams Martini 


Racing motorhome heralded an impressive 
array of Williams Formula 1 cars and a very 
different form of motorsport was celebrated 
on the eye-catching Rally Feature with 
displays from both Wales Rally GB and BRC. 

Motorsport stars taking to the Autosport 
Stage for interviews included Damon Hill 
OBE, Felipe Massa, Petter Solberg, Andy 
Priaulx, Gordon Shedden, Matt Neal, Mario 
Franchitti and Claire Williams, along with 
former Top Gear Stigs Ben Collins and 
Perry McCarthy. 

Catering for the whole motorsport and 
performance tuning industry, Autosport 
International covers everything from rare 
classic cars in the Coys auction area, (where 
a RHD 1974 Ferrari 246 GT Dino sold for 


£220,000!) to BTCC and FI displays and 
a Live Action arena, but as usual there is 
always something we can find of particular 
interest to VW and Audi enthusiasts. 

Indeed, both pistonheads and Autocar 
had special displays promoting the classic 
hot hatch concept, although we were rather 
disappointed to see the Mk 1 and Mk 2 Golf 
GTI demoted to also-rans, with the Peugeot 
205 GTI considered all-time great in the 
Hot Hatch Nirvana display. 


'Motorsport stars taking to the Autosport Stage for interviews 
induded Damon Hill OBE, Felipe Massa, Petter Solberg, 

Andy Priaulx, Gordon Shedden, Matt Neal, Mario Franchitti 
and Claire Williams...' 
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One of the first ports of call is always 
the Volkswagen Racing stand and there are 
a few changes to note this year, with the 
management and organisation of the racing 
series - still with title sponsorship by Milltek 
Sport and running Hankook tyres - now under 
the wing of Maximum Motorsport, with 
MD Stewart Lines and Simon Tomlinson 
serving as championship partners. 

The Milltek Sport Volkswagen Racing series 
will run at many major venues, including an 
excursion to Spa in July, and alongside it will 
run a number of the VAGTrophy rounds which 
are also under the same management. 

'There are a few changes this 
year, with the VW Cup now 
under the wing of Maximum 
Motorsport...' 


The highlight of this year’s stand was 
a Golf 7R resplendent in the brand-new 
Racingline livery and boasting an array of 
Volkswagen Racing’s finest performance 
upgrades including the R600 intake system, 
TrackSport suspension kit and a VWR / 
Milltek Sport exhaust system. 

Volkswagen Racing’s other products on 
display included its monoblock big-brake 
upgrade which provides cost-effective fully- 
floating technology and its Sport Springs 
which are claimed to improve handling and 
appearance without compromising comfort. 
The plethora of performance upgrades 
was also accompanied by a showcase of 
stylish Volkswagen Racing teamwear and 
accessories. 

As well as the Golf 7R on the Volkswagen 
Racing stand, visitors to the show could also 
find Volkswagen Racing Cup cars displayed 


MILLTEK SPORT VOLKSWAGEN 
RACING CUP 2016 

Rockingham 

April 30/May 1 

Oulton Park International 

May 28/30 

Silverstone GP 

June 11/12 

Spa Francorchamps 

July 08/09 

Snetterton 300 

Aug 07 

Donington GP 

Sept 10/11 

Brands Hatch Indy 

Oct 29 

VAG TROPHY 2016 

Oulton Park Fosters 

March 28 

Donington Park National 

April 23/24 

Brands Hatch Indy 

May 14/15 

Spa-Francorchamps 

July 8/9 

Brands Hatch GP 

July 23 

Snetterton 300 

Aug 6 

Oulton Park International 

Aug 20 

Castle Combe 

Oct 8 
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on the Milltek Sport stand - the No.14 Golf GTI 
of Tom Witts who has moved up from racing 
in the Mk 2 Production GTI series, where he 
finished as 2015 champion - and in the MRF 
Motorsport Tyres display, the No. 4 Scirocco 
of the aforementioned Stewart Lines, both in 
the distinctive green Maximum Motorsport 
colours. 

VOLKSWAGENS were also represented over 
on the BRSCC display, with a Mk 5 GTI, No. 83, 
belonging to Paul Blackburn, from the 
Teekay Couplings sponsored Production 
GTI Series. This series has really taken off in 
the last year, with the new Mk 5 GTI series 
burgeoning in addition to the existing Mk 2 
GTI field. Both constituent series run at the 
same race meetings, which makes for plenty 
of VW action at the same venues and well 
worth a visit for spectators. 


Milltek Sport’s stand was also noticeable 
for the bright orange 5.0 V8 Mustang while 
Milltek MD Steve Pound also showed me 
their new cast-alloy big-bore downpipe and 
super-flexible section as well as their new 
exhaust system for the Series 3 Audi TTS, 
with the display including a cutaway to show 
the revised internals with perforated pipes 
instead of conventional filling, designed to 
improve gas flow as well as the exhaust note 
and also much lighter too, technology which 
will undoubtedly be developed for the rest of 
the Volkswagen Group range. 


'The Production GTI Series has really 
taken off in the last year, with the new 
Mk 5 GTI series burgeoning in addition 
to the existing Mk 2 GTI field.. 


PRODUCTION GTI 
CHAMPIONSHIP 2016 


Oulton Park -April 9 
Rockingham - May 14-15 
Zolder, Belgium - June 4-5 
Brands Hatch Indy- July 9-10 
Silverstone National - Aug 27-28 
Donington Park- Oct 15-16 
Silverstone GP*- Sept 10-11 

* Non-championship meeting 
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Probably the biggest story on the Audi 
side of things was the unveiling, on the 
Cobra Exhausts stand on Thursday’s press 
and trade day, of the AmDTuning.com S3 
for the 2016 Dunlop MSA British Touring 
Car Championship. Having fielded an 
Audi S3 during five events in 2015, the West 
Thurrock-based team will embark upon its 
first full season with the car this year, with 
high hopes of building on the early promise 
shown by the front-wheel-drive machine, 
last year driven mostly by Nic Hamilton in 
his BTCC debut season. The driver for this 
year is yet to be announced. 

You can read more about this enterprise 
in the separate BTCC report, and also in the 


'It looks like AmD could 
be the sole exponent for 
Volkswagen Group cars 
in the BTCC this year...' 

pages of our sister title Audi Driver. Following 
a media day at Donington in mid-March, 
the BTCC season begins at Brands Hatch in 
early April and we’ll be following the progress 
of the AmD S3 with great interest. With 
Team BMR having switched to Subarus for 
2016, with the VW CCs now running in the 
new B-TEC series, along with Rob Austin’s 
Audi A4s, it looks like AmD could be the sole 
exponent for Volkswagen Group cars in the 
BTCC this year. 

This year Revo Technik had a stand to 
promote its involvement in the VW-Audi 
tuning market, with a white RS 3 Sportback 
and most noticeably a highly modified 
trackday A3. 2.0 TFSI quattro. Rolling on Revo 
RV019 8 x 19-inch alloys shod with Dunlop 
Sportmaxx tyres, with Bilstein Clubsport 
suspension, Eibach anti-roll bars, Revo/Alcon 
big brake kit and a Wavetrac diff, it has a 
480 bhp Stage 4 tuned engine with Garrett 



GTX3071R turbo, Carillo rods and Scorpion 
exhaust system, plus a Custom Cages FIA 
roll cage, Cobra seats and harnesses. 

Nearby, TTS Performance had its twin 
supercharged Audi R8 V8 on display, with 
its pair of Rotrex C38 superchargers and 
re-mapping by MRC Tuning producing 
a total of 740 bhp and 800 Nm of torque! 



MORE NEW VW and Audi tuning parts were 
found on display at the Forge Motorsport 
stand, with a new intercooler for the Audi 
RS 3 that is claimed to add nearly 20 bhp 
with no other modifications, and a new 
atmospheric dump valve arrangement for 
the RS 6, as well as a very neat oil cooler 
take-off plate designed for the installation 
of an auxiliary oil cooler on the modern VW 
model range. You can read more about it in 
our products and services pages. 
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SuperPro also had their new range 
of high-performance engine mounts 
for the MQB platform cars, designed to 
improve engine location for better traction, 
performance and handling, without 
incurring concerns about noise, vibration 
and harshness, while also on display were 
their aluminium control arms and various 
other suspension upgrades for all VW Group 
models. 

The Performance Company (TPC) also 
had an impressive display of suspension 
and brake upgrades with a complete Series 1 
TT front end showing off an array of V-Maxx 
upgrades including air suspension on one 
side and coilovers on the other, along with 
adjustable drop links, strut brace and anti- 
roll bar, plus sectioned V-Maxx Autosport 
brake discs and callipers. 





A high-powered R8 and RS 6 were 
displayed on the Cannonrun 3000 stand, 
promoting a 6-day European road trip, 
while Travel Destinations, a company based 
in Welwyn Garden City that promotes 
tickets and travel events like Le Mans and 
Nurburgring also used an e-tron quattro 
to draw attention to its stand, including a 
certain Allan McNish during the weekend. 


WE DON'T normally cover air-cooled models 
in Volkswagen Driver, but here's a worthy 
exception, spotted at Autosport International. 
Built by JP Motorsport for Pete Shattock's 
10-second drag race Beetle, this 1776 cc 
Type 1 engine produces 254 bhp and revs 
to 11,000 rpm and is all the more impressive 
for using an original (albeit highly modified) 
VW crankcase. There's an extensive article 
on it in the December/January 2016 issue 
of Race Engine Technology magazine. 
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A brief wander around the Coys auction 
area revealed a 1964 Porsche 912, a very 
nice 914 and the Porsche 924 that Richard 
Hammond had used in one of the Top Gear 
challenges, while tucked away at the back 
was a very tidy-looking Mk 2 Scirocco. It 
was here that we also bumped into Steve 
Creswell, from C&R Enterprises, who we’ve 
not seen for some years. 

Another VW classic was displayed not far 
away, with a VW Type 2 Camper helping to 
promote this year’s Silverstone Classic (July 
29-31) alongside the ex-Richard Lloyd (GTI 
Engineering) 1983 Porsche 956. 

MAD Suspension had a selection of its 
suspension upgrades on display, including 
some very neat helper springs for the VW T5 
that fit inside the existing coil springs to cope 
with heavier loads, and they also had some 
very handy-sized fire extinguishers, which 
you can find out more about in the products 
and services pages in this issue. M 



NEIL SIMPSON will return to the MSA 
British Rally Championship for the first time 
in 16 years, when he contests this year's 
series in a SKODA UK-supported Fabia R5. 

Simpson last contested the BRC in 2000, 
and is best known for driving a works Golf TDI 
-finishing a career-high second in the BRC 
category on the 1999 Manx International Rally. 

The 42-year-old SKODA dealer principal 
from Clitheroe in Lancashire stopped rallying 
completely in 2001 to concentrate on building 
the family business, and returned to comp- 
etition in 2014, driving an ex-Esapekka Lappi 
Fabia S2000 on selected British and European 
events. Despite his long motorsport sabbatical, 
Simpson finished second overall on his first 
rally back - his local North West Stages Rally 
- and went on to score a number of class wins 
and top 10 results in 2014, including a magnifi- 
cent fifth overall on the Circuit of Ireland. 

Having sold his ex-works Fabia S2000, 
Simpson acquired a brand new Fabia R5 
from SKODA Motorsport towards the end 
of 2015, and gave the car its UK debut on 
the Neil Howard Stages Rally at Oulton Park 
last November. Despite strong opposition, 
including a number of World Rally Cars, 
Simpson led the event in the Pirelli-shod 


Fabia R5, but was forced to retire when a 
stone punctured the radiator. 

Simpson plans to contest all seven rounds 
of this year's BRC, and will be co-driven by 
Elliott Edmondson. His 2016 rally programme 
is supported by Pirelli, Techron fuel system 
cleaners, MIS insurance, Speedline Corse 
and Xpression event solutions. 


You can also find a specific report on the 
Audi features at Autosport International in 
the February issue of sister title Audi Driver. 


CONTACTS 

AmD Tuning T: 01708 861 827 
Cobra Exhausts T: 01 1 42 447 1 23 
Forge Motorsport T: 01452 380 999 
MAD Suspension T: 01386 882 997 
Milltek Sport T: 01332 227 280 
RevoTechnik T: 01327 301 901 
SuperPro T: 01823 690 281 
TPC T: 01933 685 840 
Travel Destinations T: 0844 873 0203 
nS T: 01327 858 212 
Volkswagen Racing: 08456 805 077 
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LUCAS ORROCK was a man on a mission 
as he prepared for the first long-distance 
race of the 2016 racing season (January 14-16), 
the 24-hour race at Dubai Autodrome in the 
United Arab Emirates, his second time at 
this prestigious event. 

Lined up alongside a team of fellow 
Englishmen; Andrew Hack, Kane Astin 
and Daniel Wheeler, Orrock’s chances were 
looking good for the 2016 event, this time 
sharing duties behind the wheel of the Zest 
Racecar Engineering SEAT Leon Cup racer, 
competing in the newly configured TCR class. 

Despite being known as a successful 
kart and sprint racer, notching up both wins 
and championships in the VW Racing Cup, 
Orrock’s transition to endurance racing has 
been a smooth one. Setting pole time in 
class at last year’s Dubai 24h in the Milltek- 


'Really you're less than 25 
per cent of the total effort, so 
it's much more important to 
work closely and encourage 
- rather than beat - your 
team-mates...' 

backed KPM Racing Golf TDI, he showed early 
promise, helping the team to 9th overall, 
despite reliability issues in the race. 

Mugello followed, where Lucas partnered 
with BTCC legend Matt Neal in the same car 
to net a hugely impressive second in class, 
before another impressive showing in the 
Catalunya round later in the year. 

Clearly optimistic about his team’s 
chances, Lucas was clearly also keen to 


stress the importance of team-work in the 
24h Series. ‘It’s very different from sprint 
events,’ he explained, ‘as really you’re less 
than 25 per cent of the total effort, so it’s 
much more important to work closely and 
encourage - rather than beat - your team- 
mates. In 24-hour racing, the importance of 
the mechanic’s skill or the team’s strategy is 
just as important as our abilities as drivers, 
so I always enjoy the truly collaborative 
nature of this type of racing. It’s also a great 
test of your mental and physical ability, and 
I always enjoy testing my limits as a driver.’ 
Having signed Lucas for another year, 
Milltek Sport MD Steve Pound was also 
looking forward to what Dubai could bring. 
‘Lucas has proved himself to be a safe pair 
of hands in Milltek backed machinery,’ he 
commented. ‘He’s quick, he’s consistent, 
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and I believe he’s got what it takes to become 
a world-class driver. He’s the perfect fit for 
our brand, and I look forward to working 
with him on other racing and testing 
opportunities throughout 2016.’ 

Although the race ultimately delivered 
a good, hard-won result for the Zest Racecar 
Engineering team, there’s also no doubt that 
it provided more than its fair share of ups 
and downs for Lucas and his team-mates. 

An eventual finish of second in class and 
53rd overall proved that the team’s driver 
lineup is both fast and consistent, and that 
their newly developed SEAT Leon Cup TRE is 
capable of fighting at the sharp end of the 
grid for extended periods of time. 


Wednesday afternoon saw the first 
practice session of the season get underway 
promptly, with Orrock being joined in the car 
by Kane Astin, Dan Wheeler and Andy Hack, 
all three promising veterans of the one-make 
Mini race series, and all keen to get to grips 
with the heavier, faster SEAT. 

Sadly for all concerned, Wednesday’s 
practice was curtailed by a decidedly 
uncharacteristic rain shower, the desert 
track well and truly soaked by weather 
that wouldn’t have looked out of place at 
Silverstone! Thursday’s sessions were better 
and were run in more typical, dry conditions, 
the ZRE team making good progress and 
collectively trimming their lap times as the 


day wore on, eventually finishing atop the 
timing sheets for both practice sessions. 

As Lucas Orrock had enjoyed such a 
successful 2015 season, qualifying the Leon 
was left to him. Aware of the need to keep 
stresses to a minimum in order to promote 
reliability and prolong component life, 
Orrock opted to blitz qualifying with one, 
all-out run in the middle of the session. 
Though the flawless lap he produced was 
rewarded with a time of 2:13.9, enough to 
glue him to the top of the time sheets 
for most of the session, cooling track 
temperatures later on resulted in better 
conditions, and Orrock was pipped to pole 
in the dying embers of qualifying. 
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The night practice that followed was 
enough for the team to finally get to grips 
with the car, and a session-topping time 
ensured that everyone was in good spirits as 
the cars lined up on the grid to take the flag. 
Orrock started the race behind the wheel and 
knew that both he and the car were capable 
of challenging for class honours, something 
he proved within minutes by storming past 
six cars and into the lead of the TCR class. 

Sadly, all this hard work went 
unrewarded, when the right rear wheel 
bearing collapsed midway through the 6th 
lap, forcing an unscheduled pit stop. A mere 
19 minutes later, though, the ZRE Leon was 
back in one piece and once again out on 


track, this time with Hack handling 
driving duties. 

Extended pit-stops are par for the course 
in the International Endurance Series, and 
the sport is littered with examples of teams 
forcing their way back into contention after 
unusually long stops. That said, everyone 
in the team was all too aware that they 
now faced a stern challenge if they were to 


trouble the upper reaches of the TRE class. 
The collapsed bearing had left the Leon 
floundering and a huge 11 laps shy of the 
class-leading competition, so it really was 
time to throw everything at the race in an 
attempt to claw back some ground. 

All four drivers rose to the occasion and 
settled into to their respective night driving 
shifts, the period when endurance races 


'The right rear wheel bearing collapsed midway through 
the 6th lap, forcing an unscheduled pit stop. A mere 1 9 
minutes later, though, the ZRE Leon was back in one 
piece and once again out on track...' 
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' The spellbinding 
racing exploits of Or rock, 
Astin, Wheeler and Hack 
had been rewarded../ 


The Hankook 24H Dubai, saw a good result 
for Audi Sport customer racing as Alain 
Ferte / Stuart Leonard / Michael Meadows / 
Laurens Vanthoor in the new Audi R8 LMS of 
the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT celebrated 
the first Audi victory. 

In third place, C.Abt Racing with Daniel 
Abt / Matias Henkola / Christer Jons / Isaac 
Tutumlu Lopez / Andreas Weishaupt also 
clinched a podium result and four Audi R8 
LMS cars finished the race in the top 10. 

Full report in the February issue of sister 
title, Audi Driver. 


POWERED BY HANKOOK, the 24H Series 
of 12- and 24-hour endurance race events 
takes place at circuits all over the world, 
aimed at amateurs and gentlemen drivers as 
well as semi-professional and professional 
drivers. A wide variety of 'tin-top' touring 
cars, GTs and 24H-Specials (e.g. silhouette 
cars) are eligible to race, from 'hot hatchbacks' 
up to proper GT3 machinery and purpose- 
built race cars. See www.24hseries.com 


are at their toughest and most dangerous. 
Morning finally dawned and with it came 
news that the spellbinding racing exploits 
of Orrock, Astin, Wheeler and Hack had been 
rewarded, the ZRE Leon now up to 42nd 
overall and second in class, looking likely 
to challenge for class honours after all. 

Fate had other ideas, though, with a 
suspension failure a mere 35 minutes from 
the chequered flag almost spelling disaster 
and forcing the team to pull the car into the 
garage for last-minute repairs. A frenzy of 
activity and a decidedly hurried repair later, 
and the Leon was once again back on track 
and pounding its way round the Dubai 


Autodrome in an attempt to cement the 
team’s standing. 

The flag finally fell a few laps later, 
bringing the curtain down on a decidedly 
unpredictable season opener. The ZRE Leon 
was eventually classified as second in class 
and 53rd overall, the fast work of all involved 
having been enough to prevent them from 
slipping further down the field. 

The next race on the International 
Endurance Series schedule is the 12 Hours 
of Mugello, the Italian round taking place 
over the weekend of March 18-19 and then 
the 24 hours of Silverstone here in the UK 
(April 1-3). M 


'...the Leon was eventually classified as second in class' 


OTHER REFERENCES 

Lucas Orrock www.orrock.co.uk 
Milltek Sport www.millteksport.com 
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AFTER A HIGHLY successful season with the 
VW CCs in the Dunlop MSA British Touring 
Car Championship in 2015, Team BMR has 
announced that it will carry the Subaru 
badge as it enters as a constructor team 
for the 2016 BTCC series, fighting for the 
Manufacturers/Constructors title, bringing 
in Subaru as a brand-new manufacturer to 
the championship and going head-to-head 
with Honda, MG and BMW. 

Speaking of the new partnership, 

Team Principal Warren Scott enthused 
‘I am extremely delighted that BMR are to 
become a manufacturer team in only our 
4th year of competing in the BTCC, I have 
had aspirations of becoming a race-winning 
team with factory support from the very 
beginning and I am immensely proud of the 
team for giving Subaru the confidence in 
partnering BMR’. 

Team BMR will be switching to the new 
Subaru Levorg Sports Tourer for the 2016 BTCC 
season and will be developing the car and 
engine, supported by the global resources of 
Subaru and Subaru UK. 

Team BMR RCIB Insurance finished 2015 
with outgoing champion Colin Turkington 
claiming the Independent Drivers’ 
championship, and with the Teams’ and 
Independents’ Team honours. 



FjtjrrQCARl 


2016 DUNLOP MSA 
BRITISH TOURING CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Brands Hatch Indy 
Donington Park 
Thruxton 
Oulton Park 
Croft 

Snetterton 
Knockhill 
Rockingham 
Silverstone 
Brands Hatch GP 


April 4-5 
April 18-19 
May 9-10 
June 6-7 
June 27-28 
August 8-9 
August 22-23 
September 5-6 
September 26-27 
October 10-11 


Just as we were all wondering what 
would become of the team’s four VW CCs, 
came the announcement that Team BKR will 
enter six cars in the newly formed B-TEC 
Development Series for 2016, after forming 
an alliance with Team BMR and taking 
control of the four VW CCs and two Vauxhall 
Insignias. The race-winning cars will run in 
their current specification, with the subframes 
built by GPRM and the Development Series 
engines built by Swindon Engines. 

The arrangement between the two teams 
came as a result of Team BKR pursuing a TBL 
(TOCA BTCC Licence) towards the end of last 
year’s race season, as Nico Ferrari, Team 
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Team BMR Principal Warren Scott, delighted to have all six of his NGTC cars from 
postseasons back out on circuits for the fans to enjoy, commented This B-TEC 
Development Series is really starting to pick up momentum...' 






masm ® 


Bteseze mcunf 


insurance 


B-TEC DEVELOPMENT 
SERIES PROVISIONAL 
2016 CALENDAR 


Brands Hatch Indy 
Croft 

Rockingham 
Donington Park 
Anglesey 
Pembrey 


March 27-28 
April 23-24 
May 28-29 
July 16-17 
September 3-4 
October 15-16 




Manager explains, ‘Warren and I were really 
close to getting a package together last year 
which would have seen us entering the BTCC 
and returning at least one Insignia to the 
grid. For various reasons this plan didn’t 
work out as we hoped but now I am more 
excited by this new opportunity which gives 
us the chance to work alongside the biggest 
team currently in the BTCC’. 

Team BMR Principal Warren Scott, 
delighted to have all six of his NGTC cars 
from past seasons back out on circuits for 
the fans to enjoy, commented ‘This B-TEC 
Development Series is really starting to pick 
up momentum, myself and Nico are in talks 
with various drivers and are looking to get 
the first testing dates secured shortly. Team 
BKR were unfortunate not to get the T.B.L 
they worked so hard for but I believe this is 
a better option for them as they will learn 


how to run these cars the same way we’ve 
been running them so successfully for the 
last few seasons”. 

Team BKR previously competed in the 
Renault Clio Cup Championship in 2015 
as well as having a history of entries in 
Brit Car and other club-level motorsport 
championships. 

Both teams are keen to hear from drivers 
of all skill levels and abilities as explained by 
Nico, ‘It needs to be made clear this is club 
motorsport, we welcome enquiries from all 
drivers! For any driver who is serious about 
progressing to the likes of BTCC or even 
making a return, there is no other place to 
be right now than in the B-TEC Development 
Series. To have the opportunity to drive NGTC- 
spec cars under the watchful eye of Team 
BMR and all the other BTCC teams involved 
is not to be missed!’ 


I 

THE B-TEC DEVELOPMENT SERIES is being 
managed by Ian Harrison, the boss of Triple 
Eight Racing, and is tailored for aspiring 
touring car teams and drivers, providing an 
opportunity to develop the skills required 
for the British Touring Car Championship, 
away from the spotlight. The Development 
series will also create a platform for young 
managers, engineers and mechanics to 
hone their skills, providing a relevant and 
recognised training ground. 

'There are cars out there that are eligible 
to compete, and we think we can have up 
to 12 for the initial season' said Harrison, 'We 
are deliberately running at club meetings to 
make this a cost-effective category. With 
budgets for the 12 races under the £100,000 
mark it will be a great way for drivers to get 
experience of a modern BTCC car, and it 
will also provide a useful stepping stone for 
teams, engineers and mechanics too. They 
will have a chance to sample the cars and 
the level of competition required before 
maybe stepping up into the main series.' 

The series is open to non-BTCC entrants. 
BTCC NGTC cars running the previous 
specification GPRM control parts will be 
eligible, as the main series moves to RML 
components this year, so the cars must be 
fitted with GPRM components, the B-TEC 
Development Series Swindon engine 
(310 bhp) and Dunlop tyres 

Six national meetings will be held across 
the country and will incorporate 14 races, 
beginning at Brands Indy on March 27-28 
as it supports the headlining BARC truck 
racing event and will then travel to Croft, 
Rockingham, Donington, Anglesey and 
Pembrey. 

The format will include one 40-minute 
practice session and one 30-minute 
qualifying session on Saturday and two 
30-minute races on Sunday, with three races 
at Brands Hatch (Indy) and Donington. The 
2016 B-TEC Development Series champion 
and runner-up will receive a test drive with 
a current BTCC team. 

‘We are deliberately 
running at club meetings 
to make this a cost- 
effective category...' 
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ROB AUSTIN RACING has already confirmed 
that it will run two Audi A4s in the B-TEC 
series in 2016. 

'I was very keen to support this idea/ 
explained team owner Austin who himself 
has made the somewhat surprising switch 
to the Handy Motorsport outfit headed by 
Simon Belcher, with the two-time BTCC race 
winner at the wheel of an all-new Toyota 
Avensis built over the winter. 

'I'm really excited to be joining forces 
with Handy Motorsport/ he said. 'The new 
car is a lot more suited to the regulations 
than my Audis were and through this deal 
we're combining the best bits of both teams. 

I think we should be able to do a really good 
job with the new Toyota and spring some 
surprises'. 


'For any driver who is serious 
about progressing to the likes of 
BTCC or even making a return, 
there is no other place to be 
right now than in the B-TEC 
Development Series. 




AMDTUNING.COM S3 


HAVING FIELDED an Audi S3 during five 
events in 2015, AmDTuning.com will embark 
upon its first full season with the car in 
the 2016 Dunlop MSA British Touring Car 
Championship, with high hopes of building 
on the early promise shown by the front- 
wheel-drive machine, last year driven mostly 
by Nic Hamilton in his BTCC debut season. 

To celebrate a full-time switch to the 
Audi following two seasons running a Ford 
Focus, the team has drawn inspiration from 
one of the German manufacturer’s most 
famous liveries, after taking the wraps off 
its new colours which pay tribute to one of 
motorsport’s most iconic colour schemes. 

Replacing the all-black livery seen on the 
S3 last year, the revised look has been designed 
to integrate elements of the legendary colours 
that appeared on the fearsome IMSA Audi 90 
GTO of the late 1980s, as driven by the likes 
of Hans-Joachim Stuck. 

The car was displayed on the stand of main 
sponsor Cobra Exhausts at this year’s Autosport 
International at NEC Birmingham, attracting 
plenty of interest from visitors and, we are 


sure, more than a few enquiries from potential 
drivers, although AmD’s Shaun Hollamby told 
us that talks with drivers are ongoing, with 
an announcement to be made in due course. 

‘We’re pleased to take the covers off the 
new-look Audi and think the end result will 
stand out on-track during the season ahead,’ 
said Shaun. ‘We were keen to go back to our 
traditional colours this year, and we saw the 
ideal opportunity to incorporate elements of 
the IMSA Audi livery to celebrate our first full 
season with the S3. 

‘Audi has a huge amount of history and 
heritage in motorsport, and while we are an 
independent team, we are proud to celebrate 
part of that heritage in the livery we have 
chosen. The famous Audi stripes go well 
with our own red and black, and also with 
the colours of Cobra Exhausts who we are 
delighted to have on-board again this season.’ 

Following a media day at Donington in 
mid-March, the BTCC season begins at Brands 
Hatch in early April and we’ll be following the 
progress of the AmD S3 with great interest in 
the pages of sister title Audi Driver. / 
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Volkswagen Driver magazine. 

Available on your PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, Android 
device (including Kindle Fire) , Windows 8 device 
and Blackberry Playbook. 



Volkswagen Driver is now available as a digital download for iPad, iPhone, Android, Kindle Fire, Blackberry Playbook, 
Windows 8 device and also PC and Mac. If you have the old app, you will be sent a notification to update to the new 
Pocketmags version. Previous purchases can be fully restored. For more information, email: subs@autometrix.co.uk 
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PHOTOS: NEIL BIRKITT 


Taxi driver Rich James has clocked up no 
less than 500,000 miles in just five years 
with his 201 0 Touran Sport 2.0 TDI, and it's 
still on its original engine and gearbox... 
Neil Birkitt reports. 


THE IDEA OF Volkswagens achieving high 
mileages is nothing new. Many years ago, 
when such a milestone was not so common- 
place, the specialist title VW Motoring used 
to run a ‘100,000 Club’ listing all the readers 
whose VWs had surpassed that magic figure 
without accident, until the list became so 
extensive that there was no longer enough 
page space for it. 

In those days, of course, the mileometer 
got to 100,000 and then clicked over and 
reverted to all zeros, and we’re sure that 
many were then driven to what appeared 
to be much more modest totals when in 
fact they had ‘gone around the clock’! 


These days, although 100,000 still holds 
a certain sense of achievement, it is by no 
means uncommon, and even 200,000 is 
readily attainable for a well maintained 
daily driver in regular use. Indeed, even 
though it’s not in exclusive use, our own 2000 
model-year Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion passed the 
200,000-mile mark late last year, as reported 
in our last issue. 


We also reported, in our June 2012 issue, 
on a 2001 Mk 4 Golf TDI that had over 450,000 
miles and has since gone on to top 500,000. 

It was then bought by Volkswagen UK for 
promotional purposes and was last heard of 
serving on the fleet at Autocar magazine. 

But that’s an average mileage of between 
30,000 to 40,000 miles a year, well above the 
norm but by no means excessive, not when 
compared with this Touran 2.0 TDI that has 
recently topped the 500,000-mile mark in 
just a little over five years! 

So, who on earth drives 100,000 miles in 
a year, not just once in a lifetime but year 
in, year out for most of his professional 
life? Meet Rich James, from Ledbury in 
Herefordshire. He’s a private hire taxi driver 
whose working life is spent driving on long- 
haul trips all over the country and thinks 


'So, who on earth drives 1 00,000 miles in a year, not 
just once in a lifetime but year in, year out for most 
of his professional life?' 
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'With over 500,000 miles on the clock, it is still on its original engine, turbo, fuel pump 
and exhaust system, and only very recently needed a new battery and starter motor, 
although the diesel particulate filter has had to be replaced once along the way...' 


nothing of making three or four trips a week 
from the West Country back and forth doing 
airport runs to Heathrow or Gatwick, and 
even further afield, as well as the normal 
local work in his immediate area. 

Richard bought the Touran Sport 2.0 
TDI brand-new in December 2010 from 
South Hereford Garages and put it straight 
into service, always returning to the same 
dealership ever since for servicing and 
maintenance and the occasional running 
repair. Five years later, and now with over 
500,000 miles on the clock, it is still on 
its original engine, turbo, fuel pump and 
exhaust system, and only very recently 
needed a new battery and starter motor, 
although the diesel particulate filter has 
had to be replaced once along the way. 

Part of the reason this engine has lasted 
so well is that Richard is always fastidious 
about the routine servicing, and it goes in 
regularly every 10,000 miles for an oil and 
filter change, only using top quality Quantum 
oil, even though he could probably run it on 
the long-life servicing regime and leave it 
for much longer. It could also explain why 
it never needs to be topped up between 
services - Rich tells us that it hardly ever 
uses any oil between changes. 

Bearing in mind that he clocks up 10,000 
miles every four to six weeks, that’s how 
often it goes in for servicing and it’s no 
surprise that Richard is on first-name terms 
with all the staff at South Hereford Garages, 
at all levels, and he has nothing but praise 


for the excellent support and service he 
has received over the years, not just with 
the Touran but with his previous VWs and 
his wife’s Polos. 

The fuel filter is also changed every 
40,000 miles and, ever since he had the 
problem with the DPF at 250,000, soon 
obvious because the fuel consumption 
literally doubled one week, Richard has run 
the Touran exclusively on Shell V-Power 
diesel. It may be more expensive but Richard 
is convinced that it is worthwhile in terms 
of engine response, the 2.0-litre TDI running 
more quietly and smoothly and more 
efficiently. 


The other major consumable, of course, 
is the fuel itself and Richard calculates that 
he has spent a total of over £75,000 on diesel 
for the Touran during its time so far, with the 
bill usually adding up to around £300 a week. 
Richard reports that it regularly averages 
around 46 to 48 mpg; although he could 
probably get more out of it, you have to keep 
in mind that this vehicle has to earn a living, 
keeping to timely appointments and let’s just 
say that time is sometimes of the essence... 

There have, of course, been some 
replacements necessary - mostly what would 
be considered normal ‘wear and tear’ items, 
like the two clutches (the first at 200,000 
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' One aspect of the Touran that has 
visibly suffered is the paintwork, and 
the front bumper and bonnet are 
peppered with stone chips and small 
dents, and the windscreen has had 
to be replaced five times...' 


' Rich has got through quite a few tyres, 84 in fact...' 


miles, the second at 390,00), a new flywheel, 
two new front struts, a pair of rear dampers 
and several steering joints. 

The sign of a good driver, the brakes 
have lasted very well indeed. The first set 
of replacement front brakes weren’t needed 
until 100,000 miles and the rears lasted until 
220,000. Of course, he has also got through 
quite a few tyres, 84 in fact, usually replaced 
in pairs rather than a full set at a time, and 
he has a very good relationship with his 
local tyre depot. The tyres typically last 
between 15,000 and 20,000 on the front and 
up to 40,000 on the rear. 

Over the years he has tried quite a few 
different brands and is currently very pleased 
with the 225/45 ZR17 Kumho Sports that 
are fitted, although he’s currently running 
Yokohama Winter tyres on the front wheels, 
a concession to the fact that he lives in a 
cottage up a steep narrow lane near Ledbury 
and often has to deal with ice and snow 
during the Winter months. 


Asked about punctures, because the 
Touran doesn’t carry any sort of spare wheel, 
not even a spacesaver, Rich tells us he’s 
been very fortunate in that although he has 
suffered a few punctures they have happened 
fairly close to home. 

One aspect of the Touran that has visibly 
suffered is the paintwork, and the front 
bumper and bonnet are peppered with stone 
chips and small dents, and the windscreen 
has had to be replaced five times due to impact 
damage. There are also a few scabs where 
paintwork has been chipped off around the 
wheelarches, and a few small parking dents, 
but nothing seriously unsightly. The driver’s 
door has dropped slightly on its hinges, but 
that was in the process of being rectified. 

Rich has often thought about having the 
Touran resprayed, but it’s time and money, 
and few clients complain about the condition 
when they are told how far this taxi has 


travelled. In fact, when cleaned and polished 
it still looks very presentable on the whole. 

Perhaps the most surprising aspect is the 
condition of the interior trim and seats, and 
the carpet in the rear load space, because it is 
all original and has survived remarkably well 
considering that literally thousands of clients 
of all shapes and sizes, and all their luggage, 
have been in and out of the Touran. 

The only obvious sign of wear is a small 
nick in one of the seams of the driver’s seat 
and a couple of scuff marks on the backs 
of the rear seats. Again, Rich puts it down 
to being careful when loading the luggage, 
and cleaning it regularly - like many things 
in life, people tend to treat the vehicle with 
more respect when it arrives clean and tidy 
in the first place. 

So, what is Rich’s incentive for all this 
hard work and huge distances travelled 
over the last 30 years - well it has bought 
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'South Hereford Garages have looked after 
him extremely well \ like the valued 
customer that he is..' 
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him a beautiful cottage and grounds in the 
countryside near Ledbury, and that must be 
a real incentive to keep on working, as well 
as a perfect way to end a long day out on 
the road. 

And it has to be said that South Hereford 
Garages have looked after him extremely 
well, like the valued customer that he is; 
when his Sharan clocked up 300,000 miles 
they loaned him an Audi R8 for the day and 
at 400,000 it was an R8 V10. When the Touran 
got to 300,000 they loaned him an R8 Spyder. 


Now in his early Fifties, Richard gives us 
a little insight into a 30-year motoring career 
during which he reckons he has clocked up 
over three million miles! 

‘I started driving tractors on the farm 
when I was nine years old, and when I was 
16 1 had my first motorbike and changed it 
for a bigger one when I was 17. 1 then decided 
I wanted to be in the warm and dry, so I 
learned to drive in my mum’s Mini - 1 had 
six proper driving lessons in Monmouth, 
before passing my test and I then bought my 
mum’s Mini 1000 off her for £500. 1 kept that 
for a short while and then bought a Mini 1275 
GT and had a 1400cc race engine built for it, 
which was all good fun! 

‘I then had a Mk 2 Ford Escort van, but 
with an RS 2.1 Pinto engine in it, and six 
months after that I bought a Mk 2 RS 2000 
Custom which I also had a 2.1 Pinto engine 
built for. At about this time, at the age of 20, 

I started my taxi-driving career with a Ford 
Orion diesel and over the next few years 
I went on to own a further 11 Ford Orion 
diesels for taxi driving, although during that 
time I also owned a Ford Escort RS 1600i and 
another Mini 1275 GT with a 1380 full-race 
engine, just for fun. 

‘Then, in 1998, 1 bought my first VW 
Sharan SE 1.9 TDI 110. It was amazing, after 
the Ford Orions, and really helped my taxi 
career; my passengers certainly thought it 








HOW FAR IN A DAY?! 

RICHARD TELLS US that his all-time record 
was 974 miles in one day, which involved 
leaving home at 5.00 am for a trip over to 
Heathrow and back in the morning before 
heading up to Troon in Scotland to bring an 
old lady back down to Cheltenham, followed 
by a couple of hours at home and then 
several local runs to finish off the day's 
work, getting home again at 11.15 pm! 

Asked if he ever gets tired on such long 
runs, Richard says that he has just become 
accustomed to it, in much the same way 
that a long-distance runner will get used to 
running a marathon every day for a week. 

He doesn't use any artificial aids, but just 
paces himself and if he begins to feel at all 
weary he'll pull over straight away to stretch 
his legs and have a breath of fresh air and 
then soon be on his way again. The secret, 
he tells us, is not to let yourself get tired in 
the first place, because it's then too late. 

After so many years of travelling, Rich 
has developed a pretty good sense of 
geography and can often figure out a route 
in his mind without even having to refer to 
an atlas. He did tell himself that he would 
never ever buy a satnav to rely on, and he's 
been true to his word - the TomTom that 
occasionally sits in the instrument binnacle 
was given to him by a friend! 
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Clearly, the 'VW thing' is contagious and Rich's wife also runs VWs as her daily drivers, having owned 
several Polos including the current 64-plate 1.0 with 10,000 miles clocked up in the last 18 months. 

We rather suspect that Rich had some influence in the decision, though, when they recently ordered 
its replacement - a fully specified Polo GTI that was sat in the showroom at South Hereford Garages, 
awaiting its new registration in March. 
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CONTACTS 

South Hereford Garages 

Centurion Way, Roman Road 
Hereford, HR1 1LQ 
Sales: 01432 800 774 
Service: 01 432 800 776 

Ledbury Taxi Service 

(Richard James) 

Tel: 07836 777 196 


was great. I took it up to 187,000 miles and 
then sold it and purchased a secondhand 
Sharan TDI with a Projektzwo body kit and 

30.000 miles on and ran that up to over 

400.000 miles on its second engine. 

‘I then purchased my third Sharan SE 
1.9 TDI brand-new and I kept that for just 
over two years until it had done 214,000 
miles. Next was a brand-new Sharan Sport 
that I kept for 4 years 3 months, clocking up 

423.000 miles on the same engine before it 
blew up. At that time I also had a Mk 5 Golf 
GTI Edition 30 for fun. 

‘On December 31, 2010 I bought my current 
Touran Sport 2.0 TDI and it has been by far 
the best and most reliable vehicle I have ever 
owned. I’ve spent a huge amount of time 
driving it to achieve the half a million miles, 


still on its original engine and gearbox. If 
only the car could talk, it could write a book 
about the journeys up and down the country 
and all the great many passengers that have 
been carried, some of them quite famous! 

‘Touch wood, it is still going very strong 
and doing 10,000 miles every four to six 
weeks and I hope it carries on as it will be 
interesting to see what it can achieve. No 
doubt, when I come to change it, I shall go 
for the new Touran TDI that has just been 
launched. 

‘With all of the above vehicles I reckon I 
have driven a total of over 3 million miles. 

I love driving very much and hope I will 
continue to do so for some time, although it 
is definitely getting harder as there’s more 
and more traffic on the roads’. M 



I THOUGHT WE'D met him before - Richard's 
Sharan TDI, with Projektzwo body kit by RSD, 
was actually featured in the September 2002 
issue of Volkswagen Driver. It's interesting 
to read my editorial comment at the time: 
'Richard's long-distance Sharan TDI taxi 
exemplifies all that is right with the Volkswagen 
market in the UK. A customer converted 
from a rival brand, satisfaction with the 
product, a good working relationship with the 
dealership, and some attractive and effective 
modifications from the aftermarket all add up 
to a happy long-term relationship. I wonder 
how many of Richard's passengers are now 
Volkswagen owners?' 
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Premier 


201 5 celebrated the 40th anniversary of VW's small car and Richard Gooding 
reckons there are few better ways to highlight the model's beginnings than 
with a display of near-perfect early examples... 


IN THE EARLY 1970s, the Polo, along with 
the Golf, was conceived as part of the 
double-pronged attack to replace the Beetle, 
but the smaller hatchback didn’t appear 
as a Volkswagen at first. Development of 
the car started in 1971, headed up by Audi 
chief engineer Ludwig Kraus. Using a two- 
door hatchback body with a sloping tail 
and opening rear door, the Audi 50 was 
launched in September 1974 and embraced 
the new-found market for small cars. 

Its competition included the Fiat 127 
and Renault 5. 

Following the Audi 80, 100 and 200, 
the 50 featured the Volkswagen Group’s 
new water-cooled, front-wheel drive 
technology which was also to be found on 
the contemporary Passat, Scirocco and Golf. 


Designed in-house by Hartmut Warkuss - 
with marginal input from Marcello Gandini 
and Bertone - the pretty, small Audi was 
elegant, lightweight (under 700 kg) and 
spritely thanks to its 50 and 60 PS 1.1-litre 
(1093 cc) engines. 

'Cheaper trims and a 
smaller 40 PS 895 cc 
engine helped price 
the Polo lower than 
its Audi sister, and the 
Volkswagen version 
proved more popular...' 


The cheaper and sparser Volkswagen 
version of the 50, the Polo, was launched 
in March 1975. The two cars were built on 
the same Wolfsburg production lines for 
a while, and despite the Audi’s perceived 
premium image, the pair were almost 
identical. Cheaper trims and a smaller 
40 PS 895 cc engine helped price the Polo 
lower than its Audi sister, and the Volkswagen 
version proved more popular. Its name 
lives on today, some 40 years after it was 
introduced to the UK. 

The small Audi’s nameplate was retired 
in 1978, when Volkswagen deemed that Audi’s 
image needed to be moved more upmarket. 
Small hatchbacks weren’t conducive to that 
image, so the 50 was silently killed off after 
just over 180,000 cars had been built. 



PHOTOS: MARK CR0XF0RD/HUYITRAVELS.C0M 
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1974 AUDI 50 LS 

THE AUDI 50 was available in two trim 
levels - LS and GL The car on display at 
the 40 Years Polo exhibition in Wolfsburg 
was a 1974 LS from the start of production 
and is owned by Autostadt, the Volkswagen 
'visitor attraction' that sits alongside the 
first Volkswagen factory. 

The car has often been on display at 
Autostadt in the past, so it was great to 
see it alongside other notable Polos at the 
AutoMuseum. Spotless in every way (it may 
well have been previously restored), the 
'Communal orange' Audi 50 of the exhibition 
typified the bright colours of the 1970s. 

Although the entry-level version of the 50, 
the LS still featured full carpeting, an electric 
clock, heated rear window, temperature 
gauge and chrome bumpers. 


The Audi 50 was 
available in two trim 
levels - LS and GL...' 


1974 AUDI 50 
DRIEFMARKEN' 

THIS BRIGHTLY-COLOURED 60 PS Audi 50 
was built on November 21, 1974 and used 
as a vehicle to raise funds for the Aktion 
Songerkind (Action for Problem Children) 
charity lottery. 

Donations bought stamps, which were 
then glued directly onto the car, hence its 
patchwork appearance. The first 'stamp car' 
in Germany, the Wolfsburg-built, Riad yellow 
hatchbacktoured the south of the country 
under its own power for almost a year from 
1986 to 1987. 
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1977 POLO N 

ONE EXAMPLE of the lowest-priced 
new-era Volkswagen was on show at the 
AutoMuseum exhibition. 

The Polo N was the entry-level small VW, 
and unlike the Audi 50 (and plusher Polos), 
it had an austere appearance, the external 
bodywork free of any bright metal trim - even 
the box-section bumpers were painted silver 
ratherthan having a chrome finish. Only 
available with the lower output 40 PS 895 cc 
engine, the Polo N featured only one exterior 
door mirror and sunvisor, rubber matting 
instead of carpets, and narrower tyres. Very 
early cars had neither reversing lights, or a 
rear wash/wipe system, too. At its launch in 
1975, the basic-specification was priced at 
DM 7,500, while the more luxurious L model 
cost DM 8,010. 

The Wolfsburg display car, finished in 
Bali green, is owned by Christian Ricken 
who lives in the Volkswagen town and is 
a member of the VW Polo IG Deutschland 
e.V., one of the leading Volkswagen Polo 
clubs in Germany. Very much like my own 
Manila green 1978 Polo N that I learned to 
drive in and which formed my earliest driving 
moments, the little green Polo recalled many 
happy memories. 




1976 POLO L 


THE 1976 Atlas white Polo L on show is a 
mainstay of the permanent AutoMuseum 
Volkswagen Polo exhibits. 

It arrived at Wolfsburg sometime during 
the early Noughties, and being a very early 

1976 model, it still has the single model badge 
on the right-hand side of its rear hatch - the 
'Volkswagen' and 'Polo' manufacturer and 
model badges became separate entities in 

1977 (as seen on the Bali green Polo N). 

This particular car may be an ex-public- 

owned vehicle due to its 'D' country identifier 
sticker on the rear panel. It also appears to 
be something on an anomaly. With its painted 
bumpers and front grille elements, and one 
door mirror and lack of reversing lights, 
it looks like a more basic Polo N. 

Only the straight (later cars had a kick-up 
at the rear) chrome trim down its flanks 
indicate its higher level in the first-generation 
Polo ranking order. 
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SIS 


1977 V0LK5WAGEN DERBY L 


THE POLO-BASED Derby saloon debuted 
a couple of years after the hatchback, and 
started a model line which still exists today 
in selected global markets such as India, 
Malaysia, Russia, and South Africa. Rare among 
its peers - Austin developed a Mini Metro 
saloon prototype which never made production, 
while only Vauxhall made a competitor, based 
on the Nova - the Derby was an elegantly- 
styled 'three-box' notchback which gave 515 
litres of rear luggage space. Highertrim levels 
and 895 cc, 1093 cc and 1272 cc engines were 
among the features to entice buyers who 
preferred the car's more classical looks. 

Even though the bodywork was the same as 
the Polo's as far as the rear C-pillar, the grafted- 
on boot was done well, and the car even used 
the hatchback's tail lamps. Rounded-corner 


bumpers differentiated the Derby from the 
Polo, while rectangular headlights became 
another identifier when the pair were facelifted 
in 1979. Interestingly, the Derby is rumoured to 
be the original proposed shape of the Audi 50 
- in profile it makes sense, with an appearance 
just like a mini Audi 80. 

The Derby L which formed part of the 
AutoMuseum exhibition was loaned by 
another VW Polo IG Deutschland e.V. club 
member, Falko Will from Wuppertal who 
bought the car with 71,000 km on the clock 
and around 104 hailstone dents on the bonnet! 
The Mars red car was otherwise in very good 
condition, though, for its age and Falko had to 
do very little with it. A wooden-rimmed steering 
wheel is the only modification this particular 
Derby enjoys. 


Alongside the early first-generation 
Polos, a later ‘E80’ super-economical 
prototype ( Volkswagen Driver, February 
2016) and sports-orientated GT model 
were also shown (more on the latter in a 
future issue). With their facelifted plastic 
bumpers and enlarged front grilles, they 
undoubtedly lose some purity when 
compared with the earlier cars, whose 
pretty lines and bright colours enlivened 
the grey day of our visit. M 


Stiftung AutoMuseum Volkswagen 

DieselstraGe 35, 38446 Wolfsburg 
http://automuseum.volkswagen.de 


CONTACT 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


www.polodnver.com/hentage/audi-50/ 
www.polodriver. com/heritage/series- 1 -polo- 1975- 1981/ 
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TYRE TECHNOLOGY - BRIDGESTONE DRIVEGUARD 


PHOTOS: NEIL BIRKITT & BRIDGESTONE 



As we discussed last month, 
a puncture can cause all sorts 
of problems, so what about 
a tyre that you can still drive 
on, even when it is punctured? 
Neil Birkitt reports. . . 


LAST MONTH’S article in Volkswagen 
Driver about dealing with the puncture 
on the road-test Golf R Estate was almost 
prescient. Unbeknown to us at the time, 
the date in our diary to attend a Bridgestone 
tyre launch a couple of weeks later wasn’t 
just to try out a new tyre, but one that could 
still be driven for 50 miles even when it 
was punctured... 

A bit of a re-cap, though, because - 
as a result of far too many unfortunate 
experiences - we have quite a ‘thing’ about 
punctures. Indeed, one of the first items we 
check with any new road test car, or any car 
we drive, is whether or not it has a serviceable 
spare wheel and tyre, This can be anything 
from a full-sized alloy spare wheel and tyre 
in some rare cases, to a smaller (temporary) 
steel road wheel and tyre in cars that have 
optional larger alloys fitted, through to the 
thin ‘spacesaver’ spares and inflatable spare 
(wheels and) tyres, all the way down to 

Tor many motorists, 
though, dealing with a 
puncture in those sort 
of circumstances is a 
nightmare that they might 
prefer never to have to 
even think about...' 


the so-called ‘Mobility’ kits that comprise a 
can of sealant and a 12-volt air compressor. 

We seem to have had more than our 
fair share of punctures over the years, and 
while we’ve generally been fortunate that 
they’ve been fairly close to home and relatively 
easy to deal with. But we’re always aware 
that a puncture on a cold, dark, wet night 
by the side of a busy motorway could pose a 
huge - and potentially dangerous - problem 
even for those of us who are fully capable of 
DlY-fitting a spare wheel and tyre. 

For many motorists, though, dealing with 
a puncture in those sort of circumstances is 
a nightmare that they might prefer never to 
have to even think about.. 

Although it’s better than nothing, 
we’ve certainly never been happy with 
just a Mobility kit. For example, the kit in 
the A3 1.6 TDI that we recently road-tested 
for sister title Audi Driver was tucked away 
tightly, almost hidden, in the cubby hole at 
the right-hand side of the boot - even getting 
it out was a challenge, let alone then using 
it on that dark wet dangerous hard shoulder. 
And how many people know that these 
kits also have a ‘shelf life’ and need to be 
replaced after four years?! 

A spacesaver spare wheel and tyre is 
certainly easier to fit than a full-sized spare, 
especially on cars with big heavy alloy wheels 
and tyres, but it is limited to moderate speeds 
and distance (80 km/50 miles at 80 kph/ 



50 mph) and there is always the problem 
of how you carry the punctured (full-sized) 
wheel and tyre, usually dirty, damaged 
and smelly, if there isn’t much room in 
the boot of the car. 

On a famous occasion, my younger brother 
suffered a puncture in his Mk 3 Golf GTI on 
the way home from a holiday in Devon and, 
with a family of four and a boot full of their 
luggage, had to leave the punctured wheel 
and tyre hidden in the bushes behind the 
layby. He then drove home all the way on 
the spacesaver, stopping to check it regularly, 
then fitted one of his spare rims from the 
garage at home, and subsequently picked up 
the abandoned wheel on his next trip down 
to Devon at a later date! 
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'An even better solution 
would be to have a set 
of tyres that can suffer a 
puncture and still keep 
on rolling, even if only at 
a reduced speed and for 
a modest distance...' 


So, while carrying a full-sized spare 
wheel and tyre is the ideal solution in most 
cases, with a spacesaver second best, an 
even better solution would be to have a set 
of tyres that can suffer a puncture and still 
keep on rolling, even if only at a reduced 
speed and for a modest distance, while still 
maintaining confident handling and good 
directional stability... 

We had very little idea at all of what to 
expect when Bridgestone Tyres invited us to 
the international launch of a new product, 
with the promise that it would be something 
‘game-changing’ in the tyre industry, it was 
indeed a significant innovation and one 
that could well solve a lot of the problems 
we’ve outlined above. 

Called the Bridgestone DriveGuard, the 
new tyre has been designed so that the driver 
can maintain mobility despite tyre damage, 
in particular punctures, to the tread area 
and even the sidewall. It is still capable of 
high standards of safety, wet performance, 
comfort and fuel-efficiency in normal use. 


Unlike existing Run-flat tyres, there is 
no compromise in terms of complexity (the 
DriveGuard will fit standard road wheels), 
no significant added weight, no increased 
road noise or reduced ride comfort and 
it maintains normal high-performance 
handling characteristics. 

This zero pressure capability is largely 
due to an optimised reinforced tough side- 
wall which can adequately support the 
vehicle’s weight despite sudden air loss, main- 
taining sufficient vehicle control to be able 
to continue driving safely. Bridgestone will 
only recommend using it for 80 km at up to 
80 kph (50 miles at 50 mph) - about the same 
as a spacesaver wheel and tyre, but without 
having to stop and change wheels, although 
it may well be capable of more if necessary... 

Because driving in such a condition 
will normally create excessively high heat 
loadings which would subsequently destroy 
a normal tyre, the DriveGuard uses an 
advanced polyester carcass body ply which 
provides high resistance to heat generation. 

It also has Nano Pro-Tech, a tyre compound 
that reduces friction between carbon 
molecules, thus reducing heat generation 
in the sidewall and helping the tyre to hold 
its shape. 

A high-tech cooling fin design 
incorporated into the sidewall also channels 
the increased heat from the sidewall towards 
the rim and thus helps to preserve the tyre, 
thereby improving safety and durability, 
even in normal use. 

So, the Bridgestone DriveGuard enables 
the driver to maintain control and continue 
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driving after a puncture, until it is safe to 
stop and repair or replace the tyre - no need 
to find yourself stranded on a motorway 
hard shoulder or in a remote country lane - 
and it is perfectly possible that the puncture 
can still be repaired afterwards, subject to 
careful inspection. 

Unlike Runflats which often need very 
specific installation, the DriveGuard can be 
fitted to all conventional passenger vehicles 
regardless of the manufacturer or model, 
provided that the car is equipped with a tyre 
pressure monitoring system (TPMS), which 
has been mandatory in Europe on new cars 
since November 2014. 





'. ..independent testing 
by TUV Sud has shown 
the DriveGuard to rate 
highly in terms of 
wet safety...' 



See the feature in the February issue 
(page 63) relating to the different types of 
factory-fit TPMS system, noting that you 
can also buy some very good aftermarket 
TPMS kits like the TyreSure or Tyre Pilot 
installations. 

Clearly, the driver needs to be alerted 
to the fact that the tyre is punctured, so 
that they can proceed at reduced speed and 
distance, rather than drive on regardless, 
such is the high degree of control that can 
be maintained even when running on a 
DriveGuard tyre with zero pressure. 

Just as importantly, the Bridgestone 
DriveGuard offers excellent performance 
in normal road use, with no compromise in 
terms of wet handling or rolling resistance. 
The EU tyre label values are an ‘A’ for wet 
performance and ‘C’ for rolling resistance, 
while independent testing by TUV Slid has 
shown the DriveGuard to rate highly in terms 
of wet safety thanks to high siping along with 
optimised distribution of void in the centre 
part of pattern, to mitigate aquaplaning. 

Connected shoulder blocks with optimised 
contact pressure distribution also improve 


cornering capability while the high silica 
content compound with Nano Pro-Tech 
technology provides shorter stopping 
distances. 

Unlike existing Run-flats (although 
Bridgestone clearly avoids that term, 
preferring ‘extended mobility 5 ) the DriveGuard 
maintains a high level of ride comfort, due to 
a new crown structure design that provides 


improved absorption of road irregularities, 
an optimised reinforced rubber insert gauge, 
and lighter weight construction. 

At the international press launch, we 
were able to conduct comparative drives of 
the DriveGuard along with the same model 
of car fitted with a conventional Bridgestone 
Turanza TOOL There was no readily discernible 
difference between them in terms of road 
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noise or ride comfort, no mean feat when you 
consider that the Turanza was specifically 
designed for a quiet, comfortable ride. 

Most importantly, of course, we were 
also able to drive with one of the Bridgestone 
DriveGuard tyres fully deflated in a rather 
dramatic demonstration where the 
Bridgestone technicians first hammered 
a large nail into the sidewall of the tyre, 
before extracting it to achieve full deflation. 
We then drove the car, in this case a Toyota 
Auris, along a road route that incorporated 
steep twisting mountain roads, at speeds of 
up to 50-60 mph. 

Clearly the deflation was not indiscernible, 
but it was more the noise of the punctured 
tyre and increased drag rather than any 
serious effect on handling that was evident 
and after a while I became quite confident 
in its handling ability, even snaking the car 
repeatedly from left to right in the same 
manner as race drivers keep their tyres 
warm on a green flag or safety car lap. 

In all honesty, I was probably more 
disturbed by the mediocre quality and 
performance of the Toyota Auris than any 
issue about driving it on the punctured tyre! 


Bridgestone claims that DriveGuard 
eliminates the need to carry a spare tyre 
thereby reducing weight in the vehicle, in 
the interests of fuel efficiency etc, although 
we wouldn’t go that far. With a recommended 
range of 50 miles, there wouldn’t be a 
problem in seeking a solution to the 
punctured tyre in normal local use. 

On a longer journey, though, you’d really 
want to use it only to get to the nearest 
motorway service station or to a suitable safe 
place to fit a full-sized spare wheel and tyre, 
if available, or seek a repair or replacement 
to continue your journey. 

Clearly, though, on cars with no storage 
capability for a full-sized spare wheel, the 
DriveGuard is a major advantage - equal 
to the range and speed capability of a 
spacesaver spare and much more reassuring 
than a Mobility kit, and with no need at all 
to stop the car in what could quite possibly 
be a vulnerable location. 

Also on the eco-friendly theme, 
Bridgestone points out that the DriveGuard 
is fully recyclable through conventional 
recycling systems, not so with other tyres 
providing mobility solutions. 


Already released in the US market, with 
great success, the Bridgestone DriveGuard 
will be available here in Europe from March 
2016 onwards in 19 Summer sizes from 185/65 
R15 up to 245/40 R18 and from June onwards 
in 11 Winter sizes from 185/65 R15 up to 225/40 
R18, giving the potential for up to 32 million 
vehicles to be equipped with DriveGuard 
in 2016. 

As regards prices, Bridgestone claims 
that it will be only slightly more expensive 
than a comparable premium tyre, and 
considerably cheaper than a conventional 
Runflat. You can find more details at www. 
bridgestonetire.com/tire-brand/driveguard M 


J Much more reassuring 
than a Mobility kit, , and 
with no need at all to stop 
the car in what could quite 
possibly be a vulnerable 
location...' 
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• Exclusive member discounts and in-forum group buys 
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• Entire VAG range welcome 
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Come and join our completely free to use online 
enthusiast community with over 80,000 registered membersl 

• All the latest news and events from the world of VW 

■ Free photo uploads for all members 

■ Classifieds section and exclusive member discounts! 

■ Huge Archive of Technical Information 
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EickiNji Engines 

Built for peace-af-rnind. Built to perform. Built to last 

With over 40 yean of engine building experience between them, 
oar team of engineers- toiow their craft very weft. They assemble 
each engine for you us if they were building it for themselves. 



t60OO/TD 
17MD 
1900D/TD 
1900Wi 
l&DOtdi pd 
24QOD up ID T99S 
ZSOOldi T4 
ZSOQTdi T5 


1400 16v up to 2003 £799 
1600 8v up to \m £649 
1 600 8v from 1995 £649 

160016V up to 2003 £799 
1800 8v up to 199? £699 
1800 16v tip to 1991 £999 
1 800 GBD £799 

1800 20v Turbo £1299 
2000 8v £699 

2000 Ifiv £1099 

2600/2900 \tm 12v £2190 
2B00VH6 24V £2295 

AH our engines are fitted with: 

Reground crankshaft, new main bearings and big end hearings, new 
pistons and nogs, new valves and valve guides, 
new hydraulic camfollowers, all new oil seals and gaskets. 
Diesel engines fitted with new cylrnderheads (except PD range) 
AH supplied with a full written warranty 





THE ENGINE SHOP 

Specialists in Volkswagen and Audi Engines 

Unit A2. Daromli Works, Ray Lamb Way, ErLltr, Kerri DAB ?SP 
Telephone. 91322 360022 * Fax. Of 322 350032 * Email inra'^lhcengineshop.infa 
Website vwwy diaangineshap.itifu 
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PRODUCTS & SERVICES 




GAZ GT ADJUSTABLE 
DAMPERS FOR VW CADDY 

GAZ IS NOW offering these shortened, fully 
adjustable GT dampers for the VW Caddy, 
designed for vehicles that have been lowered 
by 55 mm. These fully adjustable units 
enable the damping bump and rebound 
rate to be adjusted to suit the conditions, 
load and driving style, by means of an easily 
accessible knob on the side of the units. 

GAZ dampers feature a zinc-plated body 
and protective plastic sleeve to keep them 
looking good and working well for long into 
the future. All units are individually tested 
before leaving the factory and are covered 
by a 2-year warranty. 

These dampers can be ordered as part 
number GT6-5263 and retail at £55.03 + VAT 
each. For further details visit the GAZ website 
at www.gazshocks.com 
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CONTINENTAL VANCONTACT WINTER 


CONTINENTAL has released the VanContact Winter, a new winter tyre for light 
commercial vehicles and vans. 

Along with superior safety characteristics on snowy and icy surfaces and precision 
handling on snow-covered or wet roads, it is also claimed to offer significantly improved 
fuel efficiency since the rolling resistance has been reduced by a substantial 15 per cent 
over its predecessor, due to an advanced silica compound which reduces tyre deformation 
on entering the contact patch, thereby reducing energy loss, as well as to an improved 
overall design. 

The VanContact Winter owes its 5 per cent improvement in performance when braking 
on snow and 9 per cent improvement when braking in the wet to both its tread compound 
and its optimised sipe concept. Sinus sipes in the tread centre and an interrupted sipe 
structure in the shoulder blocks significantly increase the number of gripping edges in the 
longitudinal direction. Zig-zag circumferential grooves and evenly spaced snow pockets 
in the shoulder blocks improve the compression of snow in the grooves, making for 
greater grip. 

The new VanContact Winter is now available in 12 sizes, with plans to further expand 
the product range through 2016. For more information on Continental’s complete range, 
visit www.continental-tgres.co.uk 
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AMD EXHAUST AND 
TUNING PACKAGE 
FOR GOLF R ESTATE 


MILLTEK’S R&D TEAM and its partners at AmD Tuning have developed an exhaust 
and software performance package for the new Estate version of the Mk 7 Golf R. 

Milltek has developed an exhaust system with a 3-inch (76 mm) stainless-steel pipe 
diameter, using gas-flow analysis and extensive road/dyno testing to determine that 
this bore size offers the optimal blend of increased power with a perfectly-judged rich 
sound quality. 

When combined with an AmD software re-map the new system really comes into 
its own - due to increased efficiency, the combination creates more power than just the 
sum of the gains that would be achieved by the exhaust and software added together. 

Because the AmD re-map has been designed specifically to work with the Milltek 
exhaust you can be sure that everything will work with maximum efficiency, without 
any fault codes being triggered in error. 

AmD Tuning also offer free fitting on all Milltek exhausts or, if you prefer to buy by 
mail-order and fit it yourself, AmD will offer 10 per cent off and free delivery, which can 
represent a significant saving on a full system. Furthermore, if you buy an AmD Tuning 
performance re-map at the same time as a Milltek exhaust you can have the re-map at 
half the usual retail price. Contact AmD Tuning for further details on 01708 861 827 or 
visit www.amdtuning.com 


Please mention Volkswagen Driverwhen contacting 
any of the companies appearing in these pages 




FORGE MOTORSPORT HAS engineered a new oil cooler take-off plate suitable for use on 
a wide variety of Volkswagen Group models with 1.6 TDI and 2.0 TDI engines*. 

Unlike most previous VW Group engines, the oil filter housing on modern units does 
not allow for the use of the usual take-off plates which fit under the filter and divert oil 
into an oil cooler mounted elsewhere on the vehicle. Instead, they now use an oil-to-water 
cooling ‘block’ bolted to the front of the engine, and in many cases an undersize filter, 
or a drop-in paper element, which prevents easy fitting of an oil cooler. 

As many have found, if the vehicle is tuned for extra performance and/or if it is towing 
a heavy load, oil temperatures of over 120°C (250°F) can be experienced, rather too close to 
the point at which engine oil starts to break down. 

The Forge Motorsport FMOC2 kit replaces the oil-to-water cooling block, and although 
it still allows coolant to circulate, it more importantly provides two M22 take-offs which, 
when fitted with the appropriate adapter, allow the use of oil cooler lines between -6 and 
-10 in size (not supplied) which can then be attached to an external oil cooler. With the oil 
temperature stabilised, the engine can be worked harder for longer. 

Priced at £98.22 + VAT, it’s a worthwhile modification for any of these models. 

For more information, visit www.forgemotorsportco.uk 


* This plate replaces the OEM Part No. 03L 
117 021 C. It fits all of the 1.6 TDI and 2.0 TDI 
engines in the vehicles listed below. 

VOLKSWAGEN: 2010-on Amarok, 2012-on 
Beetle, 2010-on Caddy, 2012-on CC, 2012-on 
Crafter, 2011-2016 Eos, 2012-on Golf Cabriolet, 
2009-on Golf, 2009-2014 Golf Plus, 2011-on 
Jetta, 2011-on Passat, 2010-on Polo, 2009-on 
Scirocco, 2008-on Tiguan, 2011-on Touran, 
and 2010-on T5 Transporter 

AUDI: 2011-on Al, 2009-2013 A3, 2008-on A4, 
2012-on A5, 2011-on A6, 2012-on Q3, 2009-on 
Q5, and 2011-on TT 

SKODA: 2011-on Fabia, 2009-on Octavia, 2012- 
on Rapid, 2011-on Roomster, 2008-on Superb, 
and 2010-on Yeti 

SEAT: 2011-on Alhambra, 2007-on Altea, 
2009-on Exeo, 2009-on Ibiza, 2011-on Leon, 
and 2013-on Toledo 


FORGE MOTORSPORT 
OIL COOLER TAKE-OFF PLATE 



POWERFLEX FRONT 
SUEFRAME RUSH 


POWERFLEX has just released a new 
front subframe bush for Volkswagen 
Group vehicles, covering the Mk 4 Golf, 
Bora and New Beetle as well as the 
Series 1 Audi A3, S3 and TT plus the SEAT 
Leon (including Cupra R) and Toledo, and 
the Skoda Octavia. The bush will fit both 
2WD and 4WD vehicles. 

Priced at £62.28 inc. VAT per pair, the 
front subframe mounting bush (Part No. 
PFF85-424) fits into the rear mounting 
position on the front subframe. 

The original bushes need changing 
regularly as wear and degradation can 
cause unwanted movement between 
the subframe and chassis, especially 
noticeable under hard acceleration or 
cornering forces. The harder properties 
of the stiffer Powerflex Black Series 
material solve both the problems of 
movement and rapid wear. 

As well as improved performance, 
Powerflex bushes are claimed to provide 
improved longevity and reliability over the 
original parts and, of course, all Powerflex 
carry the Powerflex Lifetime Warranty. 

For more details visit the website at: 
www.powerflex.co.uk or call 01895 460 033. 
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Bosch Motorsport 

Authorized Dealer 


SWINDON POWERTRAIN/ 
DOSCH MOTORSPORT 

SWINDON POWERTRAIN has announced 
its appointment as an authorised dealer 
for the extensive Bosch Motorsport product 
range of high-performance electronic 
systems and electrical components. 

With extensive powertrain capabilities 
and experience in the field of direct injection 
turbocharged engines and best known for 
its successes in Touring Cars over the past 
four decades, Swindon Powertrain also 
has a long-standing history of supporting 
organisations in a range of motorsport 
series, such as GT racing and rallying, as 
well as OEMs and development projects. 

With such a history of supplying 
top-quality products and services to the 
industry, Swindon Powertrain views this 
appointment by Bosch as recognition of 
its ability to provide world-class technical 
expertise and customer support to the 
racing fraternity. 

Raphael Caille, Managing Director 
of Swindon Powertrain, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have been selected by Bosch 
Engineering to support their motorsport 
business in the UK and look forward to 
a long and successful partnership. 

‘As motorsport moves towards the use 
of more production engine sensors and 
actuators and with the majority of OEM 
engines now using Bosch products, there 
is a huge advantage for anyone wanting to 
develop a production engine for a special 
project to use Bosch control units. 

‘Having diversified our business into 
high-performance road car powertrain 
projects in recent years, we see this as an 
important strategic appointment that will 
continue to broaden and strengthen our 
business.’ 

Maxime Wurtz, UK Motorsport 
Manager of Bosch Engineering, added: 
‘Bosch Motorsport’s strong reputation 
stems from our supply of electronic and 
engine components to Formula One, DTM 
and rallying over many years and with 
most production engines now using Bosch 
sensors and actuators, we are excited 
by the opportunity our partnership with 
Swindon Powertrain will deliver. We 
believe the alliance will cement Bosch’s 
commitment to supporting the motorsport 
centre of excellence in the UK.’ 

Find out more about Swindon 
Powertrain at www.swindon-engines.com/ 
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SUPERPRO ENGINE 
STEADY MOUNT BUSH KIT FOR POLO 


9N 


>v 


SUPERPRO has introduced an uprated engine mount kit for the VW Polo 9 N (2001-2009) 
that has been designed to improve refinement and eliminate vibration and torque 
steer, particularly on the 3-cylinder TDI models. 

The precision-moulded bush and OEM quality crush tube are claimed to drastically 
reduce engine movement without sacrificing ride quality or inducing NVH. Until now, 
even the very best of performance aftermarket engine mount kits had brought significant 
noise, vibration, and harshness into the cabin of the vehicle, but many felt that this was 
worth living with to overcome the shortcomings of the OEM bushes. SuperPro has addressed 
all of these issues with its design, however, by offering high levels of refinement, balanced 
with optimum performance, thanks to its unique polyurethane formulation. 

The SuperPro kit offers more progression than some of its harsher rivals, meaning 
that NVH levels are kept very close to OEM starting points, creating a car that involves, 
without ever being intrusive. The main dynamic advantages of this new kit are a noticeable 
reduction in vibration and torque steer. This extra degree of control is achieved without 
disadvantage, thanks to the innovative use of flat and grooved surfaces in the moulding, 
allowing for movement in desired planes, but precision and integrity where required. 

The kit fits all engine variants of the Polo 9N listed below - as well as several other 
VW Group models - and is a direct replacement for the OEM parts. The price for this 
bush is £39.00 + VAT. For more information, visit www.superpro.eu.com 



VOLKSWAGEN: Fox 5Z - 2004-on, Polo Mk 4 9N - 2001-200 and Polo Mk 5 6R - 2009-on 
SEAT: Ibiza Mk 4 Typ6J - 2008-on 

SKODA: Fabia 5J - 2008-on, Fabia 6Y - 1999-2008, Roomster 5J - 2006-on 




J 


PIPERCROSS PANEL FILTER 


PIPERCROSS HAS released a high-performance foam panel filter to fit a wide range 
of VW Group cars, including the Polo WRC, SEAT Ibiza and Audi Al. 

These new, OEM-sized filters for the recently introduced 2.0 TDI, TSI and TFSI models 
will fit as a direct swap, offering improvements in flow along with significantly longer 
life and greater engine protection. 

Designed to improve the breathing of the engine thanks to this new, direct replacement 
panel filter, while retaining the factory airbox, the lightly-oiled triple layer foam used is 
the same as that which Pipercross uses in its BTCC and WRC programmes. 

The improved surface area of the carefully selected multi-layered foam within these 
filters offers 30 per cent more air-flow than even the most efficient of OEM style filters 
while also filtering down to a 
far finer level, protecting the 
Polo’s engine against damage. 

The Pipercross panel filter 
also provides a very subtle 
improvement in induction 
noise. 

For more details visit 
www. thepiper crossshop. co. u k 
or call the team on 
01604 707 750. 
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REMUS PERFORMANCE EXHAUSTS 

REMUS HAS developed a selection of high-quality exhaust 
systems for the Golf 6 and its extensive variants, including the 
cabriolet version and the redeveloped Scirocco. 

The latest systems come with lightweight construction from 
high-quality materials, a wide variety of tailpipes to choose from, 
options for the 1.2 engine and both power variants of the 1.4 TSI, 
and the ability to take advantage of the firm’s lauded Powerizer 
system for extra power and torque. 

The core of the system consists of a series of carefully designed 
stainless-steel tubes, with systems for both the 1.2 and 1.4-engined 
cars containing fully EEC homologated centre sections. It is 
claimed that extensive testing on Remus’s own vehicles has seen 
power increases for both engine variants. 

Remus systems include adjustable slip-on rear tips in a variety 
of styles: (4x) 84 mm angled and chromed with spherical clamp 
connection, (4x) 84 mm Street Race, (x4) 84 mm Carbon Race, and 
(x4) 84 mm Street Race Black Chrome - all with spherical clamp 
connection. Customers can even pick a twin tailpipe set-up with 
a pair of 84 mm carbon tips and titanium internals, again with a 
spherical clamp connection. 

Remus is also able to offer options to provide even more 
performance from their exhaust systems, with a Powerizer 
system that is claimed to boost peak power and torque by 20 per 
cent thanks to the electronic system’s ability to toggle the engine 
management parameters in real time, optimising the nature of 
the map many times per second in order to ensure peak gas flow. 
The added torque created lower down the rev range is also claimed 
to improve flexibility and fuel economy. 

Another innovation that has been designed to improve the 
driving experience and complement the firm’s exhaust systems 
is the Remus Responder, which improves throttle response by 
adjusting the accelerator pedal output signal. 

For more information visit www.remusuk.com 



BOOK REVIEW 
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DEFEND YOUR 
LICENCE: BEAT 
ROAD TRAFFIC 
OFFENCES 

BY ANDREA CLEGG 

DESCRIBED AS ‘a practical 
and helpful guide for drivers, 
combining accurate law with 
expert tips on how to deal 
with motoring related offences’, 

Andrea Clegg - an experienced 
road traffic defence solicitor - has compiled a book full 
of expert legal advice and insight that will help every motorist 
equip themselves with the knowledge they need to represent 
themselves, and safeguard their driving licence, in almost 
any case. 

Chapters cover courses, fixed penalty tickets, insurance 
pitfalls, step-by-step guides to representing yourself, more serious 
offences such as drink driving, and dangerous driving which 
could result in lengthy disqualification, imprisonment or 
an unlimited fine. 

Andrea Clegg demystifies the legal terminology surrounding 
motoring law, providing a comprehensive yet accessible route 
through the legal system while highlighting the importance 
of improving our own diligence and safety on the road, in 
particular those who are high-mileage motorists and young or 
inexperienced drivers. 

Defend Your Licence: Beat Road Traffic Offences , by Andrea Clegg, 
is published by Clink Street Publishing, RRP £9.99 paperback, 

£3.99 ebook, and is available from online retailers including 
amazon.co.uk and to order from all good bookstores. For more 
information, visit www.roadtrafficdefencelawyers.co.uk 


POWER MAXED 
TYPHOON CARNAUBA WAX 



★ CARNAUBA WAX * 

FINEST QUALfTY DETAILING WAX 

♦i*w OK 
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POWER MAXED has launched Typhoon Carnauba Wax, 
designed to be suitable for wetter conditions during the 
winter and spring months by using the purest grade of 
Brazilian Carnauba Wax T1 and utilising Hydrophobic Beading 
Technology to give a quality waterproof finish. 

Made and hand poured in the UK, the high grade Bees Wax is 
packed full of gloss enhanced ingredients and has been specially 
chosen to promote easy application 
and removal. With a pleasant 
lemon fragrance, Power Maxed 
Typhoon Carnauba Wax is 
claimed to be safe for use in 
direct sunlight and will last 
for three to four months. 

Power Maxed Typhoon 
Carnauba Wax comes with 
a ‘Product Performance 
Money Back Guarantee’ 

- if you find a similar 
product that performs 
better you will get 
your money back. 

Power Maxed Typhoon 
Carnauba Wax (150 ml) 
retails at £34.99. For 
more information, visit 
www.powermaxed.com 


Lf MC* SGKBF 

typhoon 
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WHEEL HANGING PINS 
FROM LASER TOOLS 

WITH MODERN CAR, SUV and light commercial wheels 
becoming larger, heavier and more unwieldy, these wheel 
hanger pins simplify the wheel installation process by holding 
the rim centred on the hub as you screw in the wheel bolts. 

Just screw the wheel hanger pin into the top bolt hole and 
slide your wheel over the pin and onto the hub for perfect rim to 
hub alignment every time, making the job faster, easier and safer 
with the weight being supported by the wheel hanger pin, without 
bending or breaking - unlike the plastic pins provided in most 
wheel-change kits. 

Ideal when fitting wheel spacers as it aligns the bolt holes, 
spacer and wheel together, wheel hanger pins are also particularly 
useful when replacing the brake discs - ensuring that the holes in 
the new disc are perfectly aligned with the holes in the wheel hub, 
before the disc securing screws are fitted with the wheel hanger 
pin in place. 

Typically priced at £59.14 (including VAT) the four most 
common thread and pitch sizes are included in the kit, as well 
as a wheel stud version for hubs with wheel studs — particularly 
useful for 4x4 wheels. Supplied in a handy storage wallet, the 
thread and pitch sizes provided are M12 x 1.5, M14 x 1.25, M14 x 
1.5, M16 x 1.5 and M12 x 1.25 (wheel stud version). Visit the website 
www. lasertools. co. u k 


SNOOPER S NEW 
TYRE PILOT STP1400 

SNOOPER, a leading supplier of GPS satnav and speed detector 
systems, has launched its latest tyre pressure monitoring system 
(TPMS), the Tyre Pilot STP1400, which is designed to continuously 
monitor a car’s tyre pressures to improve fuel efficiency, prevent 
possible accidents and provide better handling and stability. 

The wireless tyre pressure device is simple to use and discreet, 
alerting drivers to any problematic tyre temperature or pressure 
issues by giving an audible alert when it senses significant changes 
in tyre pressures and temperatures, usually the first sign of an 
impending flat tyre or slow puncture. When a driver requires an 
accurate tyre pressure reading, the STP1400 will give a real-time 
reading to the nearest 1.5 psi. 

The device’s simple system will monitor up to four wheels 
simultaneously, and to save battery life the Tyre Pilot STP1400 
sensors will enter sleep-mode when the car is not in motion for 
a period of time. 

Designed to be hard wearing, the device has been extensively 
tested to guarantee that it will work in the harshest of European 
weather conditions. It is also easy to 
install by simply attaching the 
small TPMS sensors to the tyre 
valves, plugging the LCD display into 
a 12-volt power socket and pairing 
the two. 

Priced at £99.99, the Tyre Pilot 
STP1400 can be purchased from 
Amazon and www.snooper.co.uk 



FIRE PAL JE-50 

PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER 

FOR ANYONE wanting to carry a compact and yet highly efficient 
portable fire extinguisher, this Fire Pal JE-50 is certainly worthy 
of consideration. Described as ‘the world’s smallest portable fire 
extinguisher’, the JE-50 is light and compact, easy to operate 
and requires no annual inspection and maintenance. 

Its new nano-particle extinguishing agent has a high efficiency 
while the agent is also non-toxic, harmless, environmentally- 
friendly, safe and reliable, with only a slight residue remaining 
after discharge. 

Claimed to be a perfect substitute for traditional dry powder 
or foam units, the JE-50 can extinguish flammable liquid, gas and 
electric fires in a wide range of situations. With an effective range 
of 3 metres and minimum discharge time of 8 seconds, you simply 
pull out the manual safety ring in the base of the unit and press 
the start button to commence discharge at the base of the fire. 

Just 242 mm (9.5 inches) long and 53 mm (2.3 inches) in diameter, 
weighing around 480-500g, it is ideal to keep in the glovebox or door 
pocket of a car. The JE-50 portable fire extinguisher can operate 
normally at an ambient temperature ranging from -40 degree to 
+75°C and it has a service life of 4 years. 



For further technical information visit www.westpeace.com 
or see the video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=p4SmU_9_s-c 

Priced at £39.99, we bought ours at the recent Autosport 
International event from UK importer MAD Suspension, 

Tel: 01386 882 997 E: sales@mad- suspension.co.uk 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


SP DIAGNOSTICS 
SERVICE LIGHT AND 
EEP TOOL WITH 2015 
COVERAGE 

SP DIAGNOSTICS have added 2015 coverage to their combined 
Service Light Reset and Electronic Park Brake Tool, which 
covers all 16-pin Volkswagen, Audi, SEAT and Skoda models. 

Compatible with the latest CAN vehicles, this latest version 
now re-sets service lights and intervals - fixed, long-life and time 
&. distance on UDS14229 CAN protocol models, along with Electronic 
Parking Brake (EPB) functions (it re-sets brake pad wear indicator 
where applicable, tests EPB calliper functionality, allows retraction 
of calliper for safe pad and disc replacement and carries out tilt 
angle calibration for ‘Auto Hold’ systems for all models up to 2015). 

Additions to this coverage include Mk 7 Golf, Skoda Octavia 3, 
Superb B8, SEAT Alhambra 7N and Leon 5F platforms, as well as 
2015 model-year extension to existing coverage and it is updateable 
(return it to SP Diagnostics). 

Designed, manufactured and supported in Great Britain, this 
handheld device is user-friendly, simple and easy to use and 
comes with a rubber over-boot protection moulding. 

Part number 1459-9000 this very affordable tool is ideal for a 
busy workshop, VW-Audi specialist or DIY enthusiast who would 
benefit from a quick, easy-to-use tool for service resets, EPB and 
rear brake pad replacement. 

Normally listed at £149.00 the SP 1459-9000 is currently 
available direct from SP Diagnostics at the special offer price 
of only £89.95 including VAT. 

For more information visit: www.spdiagnostics.com or call 
01225 702 104. 



'This handheld 
device is user- 
friendly, simple 
and easy to use' 


REARGUARDS 

BUMPER TOP PAINT PROTECTORS 


A **a, 


Every VW 
driver should 
have RGM Rearguards 
to protect their painted 


rear bumper. 


Neil Birkitt, Editor, 
VW Driver Magazine 


POSSIBLY ONE OF THE MOST PRACTICAL 
ACCESSORIES YOU CAN FIT TO YOUR CAR. 

• A practical, simple and stylish solution to cover unsightly 
scuffed and scratched rear bumper tops • Hides old paint 
scratches and prevents new ones which avoids very costly 
bumper repairs! • Protects paintwork when loading or 
unloading the boot • Quick and easy DIY fit using 3M 
self-adhesive tape • Individually tailored and moulded in 
recyclable ABS plastic with 4 colour options: Black, Silver, 
Carbon Look and Brushed Alloy Look • New models always 
being added • Looks like an original factory fitted product 

• Designed & manufactured in the U.K. by 

• NEW STAINLESS STEEL APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE 


F~T 






Part No: Model 

RBP229 BEETLE 2fl 2.2003>8. 2005 
(NOT CONVERTIBLE) 

RBP263 BEETLE 2 fl 9. 2005>9.201 1 
(NOT CONVERTIBLE) 

RBP220 CADDY/MAXI 5.2004>5.2015 
(BLACK BUMPERS) 

RBP280 CADDY/MAXI 5.2004>5.2015 
(PAINTED BUMPERS) 

RBP848 CADDY/MAXI 6.201 5> 

(BLACK & PAINTED BUMPERS) 

RBP219 CRAFTER (BLACK ONLY) 

RBP318 EOS2A 5.2006> 1 2.201 0 

RBP514 EOS 2fl 1 .201 1 > 

RBP230 FOX 3fl 6. 2005 > 

RBP233 GOLF MK IV 3/5 fl 9.1 997 >8.2003 
RBP222 GOLF MKV 3/5 fl 9.2003 >9.2008 
RBP223 GOLF MK V VARIANT 6.2007>5.2009 
RBP224 GOLF PLUS MK V 1 ,2005>2.2009 
RBP317 GOLF MK VI 3/5 fl 10.2008> 10.201 2 
RBP444 GOLF MK VI PLUS 3.2009> 1.201 2 
RBP443 GOLF MK VI VARIANT 6.2009>5.201 3 
RBP588 GOLF MK VII 3/5fl 1 1 .201 2> 

RBP776 GOLF MK VII 3/5fl 1 1 .201 2> RIBBED 
RBP617 GOLF MK VII VARIANT 6.201 3 > 

RBP750 GOLF MK VII SV/SPORT VAN 5.2014> 
RBP777 GOLF MK VII SV/SPORT VAN 5.2014> 
RIBBED 

RBP545 GOLF CABRIOLET 2 6.201 1 > 

RBP231 JETTA4A 9.2005> 12.2010 

RBP522 JETTA4A (European Model) 

1.2011 >9.2014 

RBP594 JETTA4A (USA/Canada Model) 

1.2011 >9.2014 

RBP391 PASSAT B5 4fl 2000>2.2005 

RBP225 PASSAT B6 4fl 3.2005>9.2010 

RBP494 PASSAT B7 4 fl 1 0.201 0> 1 0.2014 

RBP819 PASSAT B8 4 fl 11.2014> 

RBP340 PASSAT VARIANT B5 98>9.2005 
RBP226 PASSAT VARIANT B6 1 0.2005> 1 0.201 0 
• NEW APPLICATION 


Part No: Model 

RBP495 PASSAT VARIANT B7 1 1.201 0> 10.201 4 
RBP820 PASSAT VARIANT B8 11.2014> 

RBP606 PASSAT VARIANT ALLTRACK 4X4 

10.2010>12.2014 

RBP488 PASSAT CC4fl 5.2008> 1 .201 2 
RBP710 CC 4fi 2.201 2> 

RBP227 POLO MK IV 3/5 fl 2003>5.2009 
RBP357 POLO MK V 3/5 fl 6.2009>3.2014 
RBP759 POLO MK VI 3/5fl 4.201 4> 

RBP496 SCIROCCO 3fl 8.2008>3.2014 

RBP779 SCIROCCO 3fl 4.2014> 

RBP232 SHARAN 3.2000>8.2010 

RBP487 SHARAN 9.201 0> 

RBP234 T4 

RBP221 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 

4.2003>5.2012 (PAINTED BUMPERS) 
RBP281 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 

4.2003>5.2012 (BLACK BUMPERS) 

RBP576 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 

6.201 2>8.201 5 (PAINTED BUMPERS) 
RBP577 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 

6.2012>8.2015 (BLACK BUMPERS) 

RBP736 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 6.201 2>8.201 5 
RIBBED (PAINTED BUMPERS) 

RBP737 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 6.201 2>8.201 5 
RIBBED (BLACK BUMPERS) 

RBP850 T6 CARAVELLE/COMBI/MULTIVAN/ 

TRANSPORTER 9.201 5> 

(BLACK& PAINTED BUMPERS) 

RBP851 T6 CARAVELLE/COMBI/MULTIVAN/ 

TRANSPORTER 9.2015 > RIBBED 
(BLACK& PAINTED BUMPERS) 

RBP445 TIGUAN 4X4 11.2007> 

RBP741 TIGUAN 4X4 11.2007> 

(WITH FACTORY FITTED TOW HOOK) 
RBP228 TOURAN 3.2003 > 7.201 0 

RBP486 TOURAN 8.201 0>8.201 5 

RBP395 TOUAREG 4X4 >3.2010 

RBP556 UP 3/5fl 11 .201 1 > 

Trade & Export enquiries welcome 


Visit and order online at: 

www.rearguards.co.uk 

Phone: 01525 853888 
Email: sales@rgmouldings.com 
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PRICES 


Prices quoted are Volkswagen UK’s current on-the-road retail prices, which include delivery to retailer, number plates, VAT at 20%, 
road fund licence and vehicle first registration fee. Please confirm accuracy of these prices at: www.volkswagen.co.uk 


Raikway 

Volkswagen 

(Northampton) 

Ferris Row, Riverside Retail Park, 
Northampton NN3 9HX 
Tel: 01604 321600 
Fax: 01604 321611 

www.myvolkswagen.co.uk 


Raikway 
Volkswagen 
(Kettering) 

Lamport Close, Venture Park, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire NN15 6XY 
Tel: 01536 431600 
Fax: 01536 431 611 

www.myvolkswagen.co.uk 


Raikway 
Volkswagen 
(Leicester) 

St. Margarets Way, Leicester LEI 3EA 

Tel: 0116 214 8800 
Fax: 0116 214 8811 
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk 


(The Van Centre w 
Leicester) 

St. Margarets Way, Leicester LEI 3EA 

Tel: 0116 214 8888 
Fax: 0116 214 8890 
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk 


Ifeikvray 

Volkswagen 

(Deihy) 

Locomotive Way, Pride Park, 
Derby DE24 8PU 
Tel: 01332 268 800 
Fax: 01332 268 811 
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk 


Vertu 

Volkswagen 
Group 

Boston, Lincoln, Nottingham North, 
Nottingham South, Mansfield 

Tel: 03452 669 957 

salesenquiries@vertuvolkswagen.com 


Advertise your dealership 

Call Gemma Munn for more details 

Tel: 01525 750 504 

E-mail: sales@autometrix.co.uk 







up! 

Take up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed manual £8,945 

Take up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed manual £9,345 

Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed manual £10,000 

Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed manual £10,400 

Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed auto ASG £10,595 

Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed auto ASG £10,995 

Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS BMT 5-speed manual £10,360 

Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS BMT 5-speed manual £10,760 

Look up! 1 .0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed manual £9,995 

High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5-speed manual £11,600 

High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS 5-speed manual £12,000 

High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5 speed auto ASG £12,195 

High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS 5-speed auto ASG £12,595 

High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS BMT 5-speed manual £11,960 

High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS BMT 5-speed manual £12,360 

Street up! 3-door 1.075 PS 5-speed manual £12,225 

Street up! 5-door 1.075 PS 5-speed manual £12,625 

Club up! 3-door 1.075 PS 5-speed manual £12,225 

Club up! 5-door 1.0 75 PS 5-speed manual £12,625 

Rock up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5-speed manual £13,695 

e-up! 5-door E-motor 82 PS Single-speed gearbox £25,075 

POLO 

S 3-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-spd manual £11,495 

S 5-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-spd manual £12,125 

S A/C 3-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-speed manual £12,215 

S A/C 5-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-speed manual £12,845 

Match 3-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-speed manual £12,930 

Match 5-door 1.0 MPI BMT 60 PS 5-speed manual £13,560 

Match 3-door 1.0 MPI BMT 75 PS 5-speed manual £13,455 

Match 5-door 1.0 MPI BMT 75 PS 5-speed manual £14,085 

Match 3-door 1.2 TSI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £14,075 

Match 5-door 1.2 TSI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £14,705 

Match 3-door 1 .2 TSI BMT 90 PS 7-speed DSG £1 5,450 

Match 5-door 1 .2 TSI BMT 90 PS 7-speed DSG £1 6,080 

Match 3-door 1.4 TDI BMT 75 PS 5-speed manual £15,140 

Match 5-door 1.4 TDI BMT 75 PS 5-speed manual £15,770 

SEL 3-door 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £16,505 

SEL 5-door 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £17,135 

SEL 3-door 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £17,880 

SEL 5-door 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £18,510 

SEL 3-door 1.4 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £17,015 

SEL 5-door 1.4 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £17,645 

R-Line 3-door 1.2 TSI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £16,423 

R-Line 5-door 1.2 TSI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £17,055 

R-Line 3-door 1.0 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £17,155 

R-Line 5-door 1.0 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £17,785 

R-Line 3-door 1.0 TSI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £18,530 

R-Line 5-door 1.0 TSI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £19,160 

R-Line 3-door 1.4 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £17,665 

R-Line 5-door 1.4 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £18,295 

BlueMotion 3-door 1.0 TSI BMT 95 PS 5-speed manual £14,975 

BlueMotion 5-door 1.0 TSI BMT 95 PS 5-speed manual £15,605 

BlueGT 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £18,105 

BlueGT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £18,735 

BlueGT 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG £19,480 

BlueGT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG £20,110 

Polo GTI 3-door 1.8 TSI BMT 192 PS 6-speed manual £19,095 

Polo GTI 5-door 1.8 TSI BMT 192 PS 6-speed manual £19,725 

Polo GTI 3-door 1.8 TSI BMT 192 PS 7-speed DSG £20,340 

Polo GTI 5-door 1.8 TSI BMT 192 PS 7-speed DSG £20,970 


GOLF 7 

S 3-door 1.2 TSI 85 PS 5-speed manual £17,595 

S 5-door 1.2 TSI 85 PS 5-speed manual £18,250 

S 3-door 1.4 TS1 125 PS 6-speed manual £19,365 

S 5-door 1.4 TS1 125 PS 6-speed manual £20,020 

S 5-door 1.4 TS1 125 PS 7-speed DSG £21,435 

S 3-door 1.6 TD1 110 PS 5-speed manual £20,370 

S 5-door 1.6 TD1 110 PS 5-speed manual £21,025 

BlueMotion 3-door 1.6 TD1 110 PS 5-speed manual £21,675 

BlueMotion 5-door 1.6 TD1 1 10 PS 5-speed manual £22,330 

Match Edition 3-door 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £20,640 

Match Edition 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 5-door 6-spd man £21,295 

Match Edition 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG £22,710 


Match Edition 3-door 1.6 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 5-speed manual £21,645 

Match Edition 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 5-speed manual £22,300 

Match Edition 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 5-door 7-spd DSG £23,715 

Match Edition 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,010 

Match Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,665 

Match Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed DSG £25,080 

Match BlueMotion Edition 3-door 1.0 TSI BMT 115 PS 6-spd man £20,080 
Match BlueMotion Edition 5-door 1.0 TSI BMT 115 PS 6-spd man £20,735 


Match BlueMotion Edition 5-door 1.0 TSI BMT115PS7-spd DSG £22,150 


GT Edition 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 1 .4 TSI ACT BMT 1 50 PS 7-speed DSG 
GT Edition 3-door 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG 
GT Edition 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£24,165 

£24,820 

£26,235 

£23,305 

£23,960 

£25,375 

£24,670 

£25,325 

£26,740 

Golf R-line Edition 3-door 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-spd manual 
Golf R-line Edition 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-spd manual 
Golf R-line Edition 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG 
Golf R-line Edition 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-spd manual 
Golf R-line Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-spd manual 
Golf R-line Edition 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed DSG 

£25,160 

£25,815 

£27,230 

£25,665 

£26,320 

£27,735 

GTD 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual 
GTD 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual 
GTD 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG 
GTD 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG 

£26,895 

£27,915 

£28,310 

£29,330 

GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual 
GTI 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual 
GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG 
GTI 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG 

£27,435 

£28,455 

£28,850 

£29,870 

GTI PP 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 230 PS 6-speed manual 
GTI PP 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 230 PS 6-speed manual 
GTI PP 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 230 PS 6-speed DSG 
GTI PP 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 230 PS 6-speed DSG 

£28,430 

£29,450 

£29,845 

£30,865 

R 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 4M0TI0N 300 PS 6-speed manual 
R 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 4M0TI0N 300 PS 6-speed manual 
R 3-door 2.0 TSI BMT 4M0TI0N 300 PS 6-speed DSG 
R 5-door 2.0 TSI BMT 4M0TI0N 300 PS 6-speed DSG 

£31,120 

£31,775 

£32,535 

£33,190 

GTE 5-door 1.4 TSI + E motor 204 PS 6-speed DSG 
GTE Nav 5-door 1.4 TSI + E motor 204 PS 6-speed DSG 

£33,995 

£35,760 

e-Golf 5-door E motor 115 PS Single-speed gearbox 

£31,650 

GOLF CABRIOLET 

S 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual 

£22,850 

£23,735 

£25,150 

£24,740 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£24,670 

£26,085 

£25,675 

£27,040 

£28,455 

GT 1 .4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 7-speed DSG 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£27,985 

£29,400 

£28,490 

£29,905 

GTI 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG 

£32,985 

GOLF ESTATE 

S 1.2 TSI BMT 85 PS 5-speed manual 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG 
S 1.6 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual 
S 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-speed manual 

£18,950 

£20,720 

£22,135 

£20,770 

£21,725 

BlueMotion 1.6 TD1 110 PS 6-speed manual 

£23,030 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG 
SE 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-speed manual 
SE 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 7-speed DSG 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£21,895 

£23,310 

£22,900 

£24,315 

£24,265 

£25,680 

SE BlueMotion 1.0 TS1 115 PS 6-speed manual 
SE BlueMotion 1 .0 TS1 1 1 5 PS 7-speed DSG 

£21,185 

£22,600 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT 1 .4 TSI BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£25,220 

£26,635 

£25,725 

£27,140 

Golf Alltrack 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual 
Golf Alltrack 2.0 TD 1 BMT 1 50 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual 
Golf Alltrack 2.0 TD 1 BMT 1 84 PS 4Motion 6-speed DSG 

£27,190 

£28,555 

£30,995 

Golf Estate GTD 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual 
Golf Estate GTD 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG 

£28,615 

£30,030 

Golf Estate R 2.0 TSI BMT 300 PS 4Motion 6-speed DSG 

£33,890 


GOLF SV 


S 1 .2 TSI BMT 85 PS 5-spd manual £19,225 

S 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £20,235 

S 1.2 TSI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £21,650 
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S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £20,995 

S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG £22,410 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 90 PS 5-speed manual £21,045 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £22,000 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £23,415 

BlueMotion 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £23,545 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £22,170 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 7-speed DSG £23,585 

SE 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 6-speed manual £23,175 

SE 1.6 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £24,590 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £24,540 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG £25,955 

SE BlueMotion 1.0 TSI BMT 115 PS 6-speed manual £21,460 

SE BlueMotion 1.0 TSI BMT 115 PS 7-speed DSG £22,875 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £25,640 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG £27,055 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £26,145 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £27,560 

BEETLE COUPE 

Beetle 1.2TSI BMT 105 PS6-speed manual £16,510 

Beetle 2.0 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 5-speed manual £18,335 

Design 1.2 TSI BMT 105 PS 6-speed manual £18,905 

Design 1.2 TSI BMT 105 PS 7-speed DSG £20,365 

Design 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £20,940 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £20,710 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 7-speed DSG £22,170 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £21,410 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £23,015 

Sport 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £22,760 

Sport 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual £23,990 

Sport 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG £25,505 

Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,230 

Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £24,835 

Turbo (Sport) 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual £24,690 

Turbo (Sport) 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG £26,205 

BEETLE CABRIOLET 

Beetle 1.2 TSI BMT 105 PS 6-speed manual £19,465 

Beetle 2.0 TDI BMT 1 10 PS 5-speed manual £21,275 

Design 1.2 TSI BMT 105 PS 6-speed manual £21,860 

Design 1.2 TSI BMT 105 PS 7-speed DSG £23,305 

Design 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,750 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £23,650 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £25,110 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £24,480 

Design 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £25,840 

Sport 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £25,350 

Sport 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual £26,580 

Sport 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG £28,095 

Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £26,080 

Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £27,440 

JETTA 

S 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £19,125 

S 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £20,405 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £20,455 

SE 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £21,160 

SE 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 7-speed DSG £22,585 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £21,735 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £23,160 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £22,735 

SE 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £24,160 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £22,025 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 7-speed DSG £23,450 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual £22,600 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG £24,025 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,600 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £25,025 

SCIROCCO 

1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £21,010 

2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual £23,065 

2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG £24,550 

2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,730 

2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £25,230 

GT 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £22,860 

GT 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual £24,915 

GT 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG £26,400 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £25,580 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £27,080 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £26,580 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £28,080 

GT Black Edition 1 .4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual £23,410 

GT Black Edition 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual £25,465 


GT Black Edition 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG £26,950 

GT Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £26,130 

GT Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £27,630 

GT Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £27,130 

GT Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £28,630 

R-line 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual £26,985 

R-line 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG £28,470 

R-line 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £27,650 

R-line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £29,150 

R-line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £28,650 

R-line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £30,150 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual £27,535 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG £29,020 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £28,200 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £29,700 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £29,200 

R-line Black Edition 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £30,700 

GTS 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual £28,470 

GTS 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG £29,970 

R 2.0 TSI BMT 280 PS 6-speed manual £32,855 

R 2.0 TSI BMT 280 PS 6-speed DSG £34,355 

PASSAT SALOON 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £22,650 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £24,250 

S 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £23,775 

S 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £25,375 

BlueMotion 1.6 TDI BMT SCR 120 PS 6-speed manual £23,530 
SE Business 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £23,890 

SE Business 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £25,490 

SE Business 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £25,015 

SE Business 2.0 TDI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed DSG £26,615 

GT 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £25,750 

GT 1 .6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £27,350 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £26,875 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £28,475 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT SCR 190 PS 6-speed manual £28,225 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT SCR 190 PS 6-speed DSG £29,825 

GT 2.0 BiTDI BMT SCR 4M0TI0N 240 PS 7 speed DSG £34,955 
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £27,870 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £29,470 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 190 PS 6-speed manual £29,220 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 190 PS 6-speed DSG £30,820 

R-Line 2.0 BiTDI SCR BMT 4M0TI0N 240 PS 7-speed DSG £35,950 

PASSAT ESTATE 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £24,200 

S 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £25,800 

S 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £25,325 

S 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £26,925 

BlueMotion 1.6 TDI BMT SCR 120 PS 6-speed manual £25,080 

SE Business 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £25,440 

SE Business 1.6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £27,040 

SE Business 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £26,565 

SE Business 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £28,165 

GT 1 .6 TDI BMT 120 PS 6-speed manual £27,300 

GT 1 .6 TDI BMT 120 PS 7-speed DSG £28,900 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £28,425 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £30,025 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT SCR 190 PS 6-speed manual £29,775 

GT 2.0 TDI BMT SCR 190 PS 6-speed DSG £31,375 

GT 2.0 BiTDI SCR BMT 4M0TI0N 240 PS 7-speed DSG £36,505 
Alltrack 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 4M0TI0N 150 PS 6-speed man £31,185 

Alltrack 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 4M0TI0N 190 PS 6-speed DSG £34,265 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £29,420 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £31,020 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 190 PS 6-speed manual £30,770 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 190 PS 6-speed DSG £32,370 

R-Line 2.0 BiTDI SCR BMT 4M0TI0N 240 PS 7-speed DSG £37,500 

cc 

CC 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £25,445 

CC 1 .4 TSI BMT 1 50 PS 7-speed DSG £26,790 

CC 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £27,305 

CC 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed DSG £28,655 

GT 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £28,885 

GT 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £30,235 

GT 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £30,910 

GT 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £32,260 

R-Line 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 1 50 PS 6-speed manual £29,535 

R-Line 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £30,885 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual £31,560 

R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG £32,910 


GT Black Edition 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Black Edition 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed DSG 
GT Black Edition 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed manual 
GT Black Edition 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed DSG 

£29,460 

£30,810 

£31,485 

£32,835 

R-Line Black Edition 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
R-Line Black Edition 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed DSG 
R-Line Black Edition 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed manual 
R-Line Black Edition 2.0 TD1 184 PS 6-speed DSG 

£30,110 

£31,460 

£32,135 

£33,485 

TIGUAN 

S 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 110 PS 2WD 6-speed manual 
S 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 2WD 6-speed manual 
S 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 4M0TI0N 6-speed manual 
S 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 4M0TI0N 7-speed DSG 

£22,975 

£23,525 

£25,295 

£26,790 

Match 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 2WD 6-speed manual 
Match 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 4M0TI0N 6-speed manual 
Match 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 150 PS 4M0TI0N 7-speed DSG 
Match 2.0 TDI SCR BMT 184 PS 4M0TI0N 7-speed DSG 

£25,520 

£27,290 

£28,815 

£29,820 

TOURAN 

S 1.2 TS1 110 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.6 TD1 110 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.6 TD1 110 PS 7-speed DSG 

£22,240 

£22,840 

£25,140 

SE 1.2 TS1 110 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 1.6 TD1 1 10 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 1.6 TD1 110 PS 7-speed DSG 
SE 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SE 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£23,630 

£25,230 

£26,530 

£26,730 

£28,030 

SE Family 1.2 TS1 110 PS 6-speed manual 
SE Family 1.6 TD1 110 PS 6-speed manual 
SE Family 1.6 TD1 110 PS 7-speed DSG 
SE Family 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SE Family 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed DSG 

£25,115 

£26,715 

£28,015 

£28,215 

£29,515 

SEL 1.4 TS1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SEL 1.4 TS1 150 PS 7-speed DSG 
SEL 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed manual 
SEL 2.0 TD1 150 PS 6-speed DSG 
SEL 2.0 TD1 190 PS 6-speed DSG 

£26,745 

£27,915 

£28,215 

£29,515 

£30,510 

SHARAN 

S 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 1 15 PS 6-speed manual 
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SEL 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual 
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R-Line 3.0 TDI SCR BMT 262 PS 8-speed automatic 
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ROAD TEST INDEX 

SINCE IT WAS launched in June 2000, a great many road tests have secondhand example, or for anyone who already has one of these 

been featured in the pages of Volkswagen Driver, providing a wealth of cars and just wants more information about it. 

information about many modern Volkswagen models. 

Comprising at least five or six pages each, including full model details, A great many other road tests and features are listed online at 

specifications, driving impressions, technical details and performance www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk and you can order back issues 

figures, they provide an ideal reference for anyone buying a new or online or call us on 01 525 750 500. 
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To be honest, I think I'd prefer my vehicle to cheat on 
emissions tests than be deemed as sensible, brain me 
with its tailgate or inadvertently drive off with nobody 
at the wheel!' 


ELAINE CATTON 

Alternative view 


THERE CAN BE no doubt that, as far as 
the industry is concerned, Volkswagen is 
still taking quite a beating as ‘dieselgate’ 
rumbles on. The trade media is all over 
it, while legislators, lawyers, politicians, 
academics and goodness knows who 
else continue to investigate, campaign, 
theorise and generally get in about it. 

For the time being, however, the 
public appears broadly to have moved on - 
in Germany at least, as well as many other 
parts of Europe. 

This was backed up recently by the latest 
annual ‘Best Cars’ reader’s poll carried out 
by Germany’s leading automotive magazine 
auto motor und sport in collaboration with 
its partner publications in 14 countries in 
Europe and beyond. 

After 115,239 votes were counted, it was 
Volkswagen Group cars that came out on 
top in seven out of the 11 main categories. 

Three first places went to Ingolstadt, 
with the Al, A4 and Q7 picking up top spots 
in the ‘Supermini’, ‘Mid-class’ and ‘Large SUV/ 
Off-road’ categories, while Porsche took two 
titles in the ‘Sports Cars’ and ‘Convertible’ 
classes, with the 911 and 911 Cabrio/Targa. 

The Volkswagen brand itself took two top 
slots with the Multivan in the ‘Van’ category 
and, of course, the Golf in the ‘Compact’ class. 

So what does this tell us? Is it forgiveness? 
Is it that people aren’t that bothered by 
emissions as an issue in general? 

Well, first of all, we have to bear in mind 
that the people who vote in reader polls 
organised by car magazines are, by and large, 
car people in the first place, who may well 
take a less critical view of the issues at hand 
here. I’m going to go out on a limb and 
suggest that environmentalists are rarely 
participants in car magazine reader polls. 

Secondly, it’s a sheer numbers game. 
There are so many fundamentally good 
Volkswagen Group models in the pot to begin 
with that the odds of a strong showing are 
pretty favourable. 

And, although this is touted as an 
international poll, the vast majority of the 
votes are cast in Germany, giving a certain 
‘advantage’ to domestic brands. Put it this 
way, Renault and Peugeot don’t often get 
major billing in the main categories. To 
offset the national bias, each category also 
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'It was Volkswagen Group cars 
that came out on top in seven 
out of the 11 main categories...' 


has a ‘sub-award’ for import models, with 
the Skoda Octavia coming first in ‘Import 
Compact’. 

But of the German brands not part of 
the Volkswagen Group, only BMW and Opel 
were able to occupy a top spot in two and one 
categories respectively. Mercedes and Ford 
(yes, to Germans, Ford is a German brand) 
were left sulking on the sidelines. 

The decision taken by a relatively small 
number of car enthusiasts does, nevertheless, 
have a positive knock-on effect for the winners. 
It provides fuel for the publicity machine, a 
marketing opportunity for dealerships and 
gives a positive flavour to the ‘white noise’ 
that surrounds any major reputation. 

Does it help to offset dieselgate? To some 
degree, yes. Peer opinion is very important 
to the car buying decision - far more than 
direct marketing and advertising - because 
people perceive it as unbiased. So the more 
such gongs a car or brand can collect, the 
better. 

Although I can’t say I was particularly 
convinced by a recent accolade awarded 
to the Touran by the readers of German 
consumer magazine Guter Rat (Good Advice). 
Apparently Volkswagen’s people mover is the 
‘most sensible car’ of 2016 in the ‘van’ category. 
It stands sensibly alongside the Opel Astra 
(compact) and Skoda Superb (saloon). I realise 
this is meant to be a good thing, and I’m sure 
much of its target group will see it that way, 
but nevertheless... really? 

The magazine’s editor sees this as a 
sign that ‘consumers are confident that the 


problems will be reliably resolved - and that 
they are also prepared to show their faith in 
the affected brands’. 

This positive news coincides with the 
start of the implementation of the fix to 
EA189 engines in Germany. Due to the sheer 
scale of the programme, the vehicles affected 
have been divided into groups, with the first 
recall notices going out to Amarok owners. 
I’m guessing this is less an alphabetical 
decision and more of a ‘let’s start with the 
lowest volume first and see how it goes’ 
decision. Assuming that all goes smoothly, 
Passats with 2.0 TDls will follow. 

According to the German Federal Motor 
Transport Authority, the half-hour update 
to the Amarok will have no impact on fuel 
economy, performance or CO 2 and noise 
emissions. Which kind of begs the question... 
oh, never mind, let’s not go there. 

ON A LESS positive note for the people at 
Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, it has 
issued a recall on Caddys built between May 
2012 and June 2013. Apparently, unlocking it 
using the remote control can cause the 
engine to start! Some may find this unin- 
tentional autonomous driving feature 
helpful - others less so ... 

The cause is a defective earth connection. 
While there have been customer complaints 
relating to this, no accidents or injuries have 
been reported. Volkswagen recommends that 
all those with affected vehicles park their 
Caddys out of gear and with the handbrake 
on until the corrective work has been carried 
out. The recall impacts around 67,000 
vehicles worldwide, 21,000 of them in 
Germany and 6,300 in the UK. 

For some unlucky Caddy owners, 
this is the second recall in as many years, 
following the one issued in 2014 to rectify a 
dodgy ball pin in the rear tailgate pneumatic 
cylinder that put the vehicle’s not insubstantial 
rear hatch at risk of simply dropping closed 
willy-nilly. 

I wonder if the VW folks look back on 
that kind of common-or-garden recall with 
nostalgia. Although, to be honest, I think I’d 
prefer my vehicle to cheat on emissions tests 
than be deemed as sensible, brain me with 
its tailgate or inadvertently drive off with 
nobody at the wheel! M 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 


MARCH 2016 VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER 


75 






SUBSCRIBE 
and SAVE ! 


ItsofcS 




1 2 issues of this magazine 
delivered to your door by the third 
Wednesday of every month, full of 
the latest news and reviews and 
packed with features covering all 
aspects of the Volkswagen scene, 
from new models to motorsport 
and tuning to technology. 


SAVE £16 

compared to the 

C ^ s ! l ° fb yy in 9it 
'pt he shops h 
free delivery 
Jo your door/ 


Keep your favourite magazine organised and pristine in one of our 
Volkswagen Driver binders. Only £10.49 each (inc P&P). 


To purchase your subscription, or a binder, just call 
us on 01525 750 500 or order securely online at: 

www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 

*UK subscription rate only. Overseas subscribers please enquire. 

V / 





'At one time the weekly mags used to rate the handling 
of a fast Focus much higher than the Golf, but the gap 
has narrowed thanks to the GTI's constant development...' 


ROBERT COULDWELL 


Rival marques 


SURPRISINGLY, Ford’s first high-performance 
small car, the Escort 1300 GT, came in 1970 - 
six years ahead of Volkswagen’s equivalent. 
Perhaps the fact that it was a booted car 
prevented it becoming as famous as the 
first ‘hot hatch’, the Golf GTI. 

The Escort gave way to the Focus in 
1998 but a hot hatch version, the ST didn’t 
come until 2005. Both Ford and Volkswagen 
gradually increased power outputs over 
the years and each now offers two ranges: 
hot hatches and very hot hatches. 

Ford currently offers the ST with 250 PS 
and three levels of trim: ST1, ST2 and the ST3 
which competes with the Golf GTI but while 
that produces 30 PS less, the claimed 
performance figures are virtually identical 
suggesting that Volkswagen’s horses are 
somewhat larger than Ford’s. 

The newly launched all-wheel-drive 
Focus RS competes with the Golf R and again 
it is the Ford with the extra 20 PS, which does 
help it to a 0-62 mph figure four tenths of a 
second quicker at 4.7. 

Considering the success of double- 
clutch gearboxes with Volkswagen Group 
performance cars, it is surprising Ford offers 
no automatic hot petrol Focus models. There 
is a 185 PS ST diesel, however. Certainly, the 
GTI’s 2-litre turbo and DSG combination is very 
satisfying. Ford does offer estate versions of 
the Focus ST, unlike Volkswagen which only 
offers an estate on the higher-powered R. 

Ford’s styling has improved immeasurably 
in recent years, thanks to ex-Volkswagen Group 
designers like J Mays and Martin Smith, both 
now retired, and Chris Bird who designed the 
original Audi A4 and is now Design Director, 
Ford Europe. The Focus is much more 
aggressive in its styling than the Golf; more 
Essex boy trader than Munich architect. 

The ST is somehow Tairy’, a wolf in wolf’s 
clothing whereas the GTI is so restrained 
with its superbly crisp styling and impeccably 
judged sporting adornments, the check seat 
cloth reminiscent of the Mk 1, being the 
most obvious. 

Ford’s quality has also improved, 
particularly in terms of interior materials 
and execution. However, it still can’t match 
Volkswagen and the Golf is a very pleasant 
place to be, surrounded by high quality, 
perfectly matched soft mouldings and 
beautifully stitched seats. 


At £1,500 less than the GTI, the Focus 
ST3 is something of a bargain, particularly 
considering its exhaustive equipment tally 
which includes 18-inch alloy wheels; climate 
control; leather upholstery; electrically 
adjustable and heated Recaro front seats; 
keyless entry and start; DAB radio with 
Bluetooth and voice control; Bi-xenon lights; 
cruise control/speed limiter; power mirrors; 
rear parking sensors and tyre pressure 
monitoring. All that is missing is satellite 
navigation, which is available at a very 
reasonable £300. 

The Golf isn’t far behind, but the leather 
trim that many buyers of this type of car 
demand is a hefty £1,720 extra. 

At one time the weekly mags used to rate 
the handling of a fast Focus much higher than 
the Golf, but the gap has narrowed thanks 
to the GTI’s constant development. No doubt 
in a cross-country race or on a track, the Ford 


would just be the quicker of the two but these 
are not just fun cars, they also have to fulfil a 
more practical role and, after all, our country 
is now so littered with 50, 60 and 70 mph 
speed limits, and supporting cameras, that 
you have to ask what is the point of so much 
extra performance? 

The Focus ST will appeal to a certain 
type of audience, possibly younger and male 
dominated, whereas the Golf GTI, apart from 
being an icon, is completely classless and much 
more complete. It’s able to just about keep up 
with the Focus cross-country, but it can to 
do it in a more refined way and the Golf GTI 
won’t pigeon hole you as a particular ‘type’. 

Much as I enjoyed driving the ST, it is 
just too aggressive in its styling for me and 
I have always loved the GTI for its overall 
competence and restrained styling. If I had 
the wherewithal, it would certainly be on 
my shopping list. M 





Volkswagen Golf GTI 

Ford Focus ST3 1 


5-door manual 

manual 1 

OTR Price 

£28,155 

£26,545 

Engine capacity 

4 cyl, 1984 cc 

4 cyl, 2000 cc 

Max power 

220 PS / 1 62 kW 

250 PS/184 kW 

Max torque 

258 lb.ft/350 Nm 

254 lb.ft./345 Nm 

0-62 mph 

6.5 sec 

6.5 sec 

Top speed 

153 mph/246 kph 

154 mph/248 kph 

Fuel consumption (combined) 

47.1 mpg, 6.0 1/100 km 

41.5 mpg, 6.8 1/100 km 

Fuel capacity 

11 gallons/ 50 litres 

14 gallons/62 litres 

C0 2 

139 g/km 

1 59 g/km 

Unladen weight 

2978 lb/1351 kg 

3168 lb/1437 kg 

Length/width/height (mm) 

4268/1790/1442 

4362/1823/1471 
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Specialist Index 


ABT UK 

Unit 17, Avant Business Centre, 23 Denbigh Road, 
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire, MK1 IDT 
T 0845 370 3228 E sales@richtersport.co.uk 
W www.abtsportsline.co.uk 
Official importer of ABT bodystyling and wheels 


AP Automotive 

Unit 14, Ketley Business Park, Waterloo Road, 
Telford TF1 5JD. T 01952 794 024 
E info@apautomotive.com 
W www. apautomoti ve . com 
AP Automotive provides VAG performance tuning 
and maintenance services by AudiA/W-trained 
technicians, plus performance tuning and parts, 
with only genuine parts used for servicing. 


Dialynx Performance 

Unit 3, Bagbury Park, Lydiard Millicent, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN5 3LW T 01793 772 245 
E info@dialynx.co.uk W www.dialynx.co.uk 
Ur-quattro specialist. Servicing, development 
and engineering for VAG performance models 


Hall54 

13-15 Barrack Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9ZR 
T: 01483 301578 E: stevecollins@hall54.co.uk 
W: www. hall54. co. uk 

Keeping your Audi, Volkswagen, SEAT and Skoda 
the way the manufacturer intended. Quality, value 
and care in the heart of Guildford. 


HazzyDayz Ltd 

Unit 5, Sharose Court, Hicks Road, Markyate 
Hertfordshire, AL3 8JH T 01582 840 984 
E hazzydayz@gmail.com W www.hazzydayz.com 
Genuine Volkswagen & Audi professional retrofits, 
UK callout service available 


JKM Motor Services Ltd 

Bolde Close, Copnor, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire, P03 5RD T 02392 639 933 
E enquiries@jkm.org.uk W www.jkm.org.uk 
Independent specialists for Volkswagen, 
Audi, SEAT & Skoda 


Marshall’s Industrial Ltd 

Hithercroft Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, 

0X10 9DG T 01491 834 666 E sales@mi-uk.com 
W www.mi-uk.com/products/vcds/ 

Genuine Boss-Tech diagnostic tools at 
competitive prices. 


Mastertechs Diagnostics Ltd 

Unit 18, Liongate Enterprise Park, 80 Morden 

Road, Surrey, CR4 4NY 

T: 0208 648 6688 

E: info@mastertechs.co.uk 

Volkswagen, Audi, SEAT, Skoda specialist. Branch 

now open in Chessington, T: 0208 391 0963 


MDM Technik Ltd 

Units 2B & 2C Westfield Farm, Medmenham, 

Marlow, Buckinghamshire, SL7 2TA 

T 01491 412 416 E enquiries@mdmtechnik.co.uk 

W www.mdmtechnik.co.uk 

Audi, VW and Bentley specialists. Revo, 

Milltek and Forge agents 


Milltek Sport 

Unit 7-8 Victoria Way, Pride Park, Derby, DE24 8AN 
T 01332 227 280 E info@millteksport.com 
W www.millteksport.com 
Manufacturers of Volkswagen performance 
exhaust systems and catalysts 


Motormods 

Gotherington Cross Garage, Evesham Road, 
Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
GL52 8SA T (01242) 679 222 
E sales@motormods.co.uk W www.motormods.co.uk 
Specialising in OE and retro-fit accessories, 
multimedia and satnav etc. We’ve been installing 
car accessories since 1978, so we like to think 
we know our stuff! 


quattro-tech 

Unit IOC, Harding Way, St. Ives, Cambs, PE27 3WR 
T 01480 464 869 E info@quattro-tech.co.uk 
W www.quattro-tech.co.uk 
Independent Audi, Volkswagen, SEAT and Skoda 
specialist, offering a wide range of top-quality 
cost-effective diagnostic, maintenance and repair 
services for vehicles of all ages. 


Richter Sport 

Unit 17, Avant Business Centre, 23 Denbigh Road, 
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire, MK1 IDT 
T 0845 370 3227 E sales@richtersport.co.uk 
W www.richtersport.co.uk 
VAG retrofit specialists based in Milton Keynes 


Russell Automotive Centre 

Unit 15 Kingsbury Trading Estate, Barningham 
Way, Church Lane, London, NW9 8AU 
T 0208 2000 995 E service@rac-london.co.uk 
W www.rac-london.co.uk 
Multi award-winning service from London’s 
leading AudiA/W specialist 


Satnav Systems (UK) Ltd 

Unit G, Argent Court, 175 Hook Rise South, 
Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 7NL T 0808 222 0000 
E info@satnavsystems.com W ww.satnavsystems.com 
VW & Audi OEM retrofit specialists 


Star Performance Ltd 

Unit ID Frances Ind Park, Dysart, Kirkcaldy, 
Fife, KYI 2XZ T 01592 655 595 
E jimcurley@starperformance.co.uk 
W www.starperformance.co.uk 
VW, Audi, SEAT, Skoda independent servicing 
centre. Air-con and 4 wheel alignment centre. 


The Engine Shop Ltd 

Unit A2 Darenth Works, Ray Lamb Way, 
Erith, Kent, DA8 2SP T 01322 350 022 
E info@theengineshop.info 
W www.theengineshop.info 
Specialist supplier of rebuilt VW and Audi 
engines and gearboxes 


Tutts of Dorking 

Unit 7, Curtis Road Ind Est, Dorking, 

Surrey, RH4 1 EJ T 01306 885 178 
E reception@tuttsofdorking.co.uk 
W www.tuttsofdorking.co.uk 
Family owned and run business established in 1960 


Unit 20 Limited 

20 Coalbrookdale Road, Ineson, Wirral, 
Cheshire, CH64 3UG T 0151 336 6888 
W www.unit20.org 

VW Group performance specialist offering 
service, repair and performance upgrades 


Volkspares 

Branches at Croydon, Harrow, Sydenham 
and Leytonstone. T 0208 683 7442 
W www.volkspares.co.uk 
The UK’s leading VW and Air Cooled 
Spares Specialist. 


Vo Iks wizard 

Units 1-2, Hollywood Motor Park 
6 Dark Lane, Hollywood, Birmingham, 
B47 5BNT 01564 330 495 
E andrew@volkswizard.co.uk 
W www.volkswizard.co.uk 
Buyer of VW Group vehicles 


VRT 

856 Plymouth Road, Slough Trading Est, 
Slough, Berkshire, SL1 4LP 
T 01753 655 271 E vrtdirect@gmail.com 
W www.vrtonline.co.uk 

Service and repairs, DBF removal, remapping, 
Jetex exhausts, performance tuning 


Promote your business details in 
our ‘Specialist Directory’ in the 
pages of both Volkswagen Driver 
and Audi Driver magazines and 
on our websites. 

To be included, please contact 
Gemma Munn. 

Tel: 01525 750 504 

Email: sales@autometrix.co.uk 
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ROAD TAX - Note that, under the new rules, effective since October 1, 2014, road tax can no longer be transferred between vehicle owners. When the 
registered owner sells a car, you will get a refund of any remaining full months of tax when you inform the DVLA that you no longer own it. If you are buying 
a car, you will need to get new vehicle tax in your name before you can drive it. 


FREE 

FOR PRIVATE 
ADVERTISERS 

It's easy to place an 
ad - by e-mail, phone, 
fax, post or via our 
website. 

For a small charge, 
you can give your 
ad greater impact 
by using bold type 
for £5 or including a 
photograph for £10. 

Ads on our website 
cost £25 and remain 
online until you tell 
us it is sold. 

Take advantage 
of a display ad in 
these pages and 
put your products 
or services in front 
of the thousands 
of enthusiasts who 
meticulously scan 
the Classified ads 
every month. 

Call: 01525 750 500, 
fax: 01525 750 700 
or e-mail us at: 
classified@autometrix. 
co.uk to find out 
how easy it is to 
advertise. 


COPY DEADLINE 
FOR THE 
APRIL 2016 
ISSUE IS 3 PM 
MONDAY FEB 29 



MK 2 GOLF GTI 16V 1991 Tornado 
red big-bumper 5-door, a very nice 
genuine example that's not been 
messed about with. I'm very much 
a Mk 2 Golf enthusiast and have 
spent a lot of money getting it up to 
this standard, always fitting quality 
components when required. I believe 
it really is one of the best you'll find - 
I viewed quite a few others when I 
purchased this car a couple of years 
ago, obviously this was the best. 
Since then it has been used daily and 
starts on the button every time with 
no smoke or nasty noises. Bodywork 
is in excellent condition for the age 
and really looks great when clean and 
polished. Any car this age will have 
some rust, but on this car it is very 
minimal, with only a small patch near 
the windscreen wiper blank. Other 
than that the bodywork is excellent, 
about as good as you'll find. Mileage 
at 165,000 but don't let this put you 
off as I've seen other cars of the same 
type and age showing suspiciously 
low mileage (100,000 or below) and 
they ran nothing like as well as this 
car. The original (rainbow) interior 
is about as good as you'll find - the 
driver's seat has no visible bolster 
wear, try finding another like that! 
Option-wise the car has factory fitted 
1.8 16V engine, power steering, front 
electric windows, central locking and 
door speakers. It has 15-inch genuine 
VW steel wheels (often referred to 
as G60 wheels) which give it a nice 
subtle factory look. Two tyres are 
new, two will need replacing before 
too long. These are top brand, not 
budget. It has a stainless-steel 
exhaust although I can supply a 
very good condition standard rear 
box if required. No daft engine or 
suspension etc modifications, all still 
as VW intended. Alpine CD head unit 
with iPod control is fitted along with 
standard-fit aftermarket speakers and 
an aftermarket Thatcham approved 
immobiliser is fitted. Also has 
aftermarket remote-central locking 
using flip keys (two off). The original 
keys will also be supplied to the buyer. 
Comes complete with a fresh years 
MoT. If you have questions please 
let me know. I'm afraid the car must 
sell so not interested in any swaps 
thanks. Looking for £2,200. Contact 
marc_nascimento@hotmail.com 
(Wokingham, Berks) 

VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER and AUDI 
DRIVER magazines. I have a large 
collection which I would like to sell. I am 
open to offers but the buyer will have 
to collect from Hadleigh, Essex. E-mail: 
rglenister@btinternet.com 

VW POLO 5-DOOR (2013) Genuine roof 
bars (Part No 6R0-071 -1 26): £90. Two 
cycle holders (Part No. 6Q0-071-128A) 
£30 each. Bars used twice and cycle 
holders unused - all as new. Tel: 01604 
831 349 (Northants) 



2005 VW BORA 150 TDI PD SPORT 

(ARL) with 80,900 miles, MoT until 
May, FSH. Standard VW Sport pack, 
with several modifications. Fitted with 
replica R32 wheels, SEAT Leon Cupra 
R Brembo front brakes, vented rear 
brakes, Weitec Sports dampers and 
springs, Sachs clutch, rear anti-roll bar, 
front strut braces, auto-headlights and 
a boot-installed stereo system with 
removable subwoofer. All stereo is 
hidden from external view. Lovingly 
maintained, in excellent condition. 
Interior and bodywork are excellent 
(stone chips etc to be expected with 
an 11 -year-old car), wheels showing 
signs of deterioration. Headlamps, 
rear brakes (discs, pads and callipers) 
and rear springs all new within last 
6 months. Comes with 2 keys. Price 
£2,200. More info, contact Ben 07846 
594 968 (Car is in Plymouth) 



GOLF GTI DSG 5-door White 2011 
48,000 miles, with full VW service 
history. DCC and sunroof. 18-inch 
Monza alloys. Tartan seats. I am the 
second owner. MoT and next service 
due March 16, obviously these will be 
done before sale! Please e-mail me at 
martinmason1982@hotmail.co.uk for 
further info and pictures. £12,950. Tel: 
07789 838 507 (Falkirk Scotland) 



MK 7 GOLF GTI DSG 5-door. 
September 2015. Pure white, all 
usual extras including DCC (Dynamic 
Chassis Control), parking camera, 
keyless entry, panoramic sunroof, 
satnav, heated seats, cruise control, 
xenon headlights, service plan. One 
private owner. 2,000 miles. £25,000. 
Tel: 01 920 465 564 (Herts) 


VW PASSAT 2.0 GL ESTATE N-reg. Rare 
car now, with masses of room inside. 
New stainless exhaust, struts, brakes, CD 
player, oil /filter (done every 6000 miles). 
Uses little/no oil, reliable. On SORN since 
redundancy. Expensive Toad alarm, pas, 
e\windows, central locking. Good retro 
project with original AGG 2.0 (as Mk 3 
GTI). Starts and drives. 2 keys, 2 fobs. First 
£550. No offers thanks. Steve 07955 553 
684 (Wolverhampton) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 



MK 2 GOLF GTI 16V 1990 G-reg 
3-door in Brilliant black (big-bumper 
model) 178,000 miles. MoT to August 
2016. Power steering, sliding sunroof, 
electric windows and electric mirrors. 
Rainbow interior in great condition. 
Standard 15-inch BBS RA alloys in OK 
condition (could do with a refurb) Mk 
3 downpipe and de-cat pipe, blue 
dash lights, front upper strut brace, 
lowered 40 mm, rear wiper blanked 
off, smoked indicators and side 
repeaters, weighted gearshift rod, 
Pipercross air filter, re-upholstered 
headlining. New rear bushes (both 
sides), used Mk 3 PAS rack + PAS belt, 
speedometer cable and drive, radiator 
fan, injector, ignition leads, spark 
plugs, rotor arm and distributor cap, 
replaced front exhaust silencer with 
straight-through pipe, rocker cover 
gasket, front anti-roll bar bushes. 
Fitted within last 20,000 miles / 5 
years: Water pump, oil cooler, rubber 
coolant hoses, expansion tank and 
metal coolant pipe, battery, starter, 
both electric windows, brake pads, 
rear brake callipers, handbrake cables, 
oil sump, front bearings, tie-rod ends, 
front wishbones and bushes, all 3 
engine mounts, front wings, radiator, 
injectors, pipes and air-flow metering 
head, re-con gearbox (Jan 2010 at 
159k miles), alternator (Jan 2008 at 
159k miles), cylinder head skimmed 
and new gaskets (March 2010 at 159k 
miles) cambelt (March 2010 at 159k 
miles), clutch kit (Dec 2008 at 158k 
miles) I have receipts right back to 
1990. Pretty much full service history, 
a few years missed out before my 
ownership. I have carried out services 
myself for last 6 years and I have 
receipts to cover all parts I've bought. 
Alloys need refurb, paintwork needs 
a good polish and a few touch-ups, 
oil leak from distributor) exhaust leaks 
(backbox and centre silencer.) 4th 
spark plug hole is helicoiled, tailgate 
lock is worn (takes a few attempts to 
close.) tailgate central locking pump 
doesn't work (I have replacement 
pump.) NSF top mount needs 
replacing (I have the replacement 
G60 uprated mounts.) £3,000. 
Contact: Antonio on 07919 327 706 / 
antonioking@me.com (Redhill, Surrey) 



GENUINE 18-INCH AUSTIN alloy 
wheel from a Mk 7 Golf GTI. Fitted 
with Continental Sport Contact 2 tyre, 
close to replacement but legal, but 
the wheel is in very good condition, 
with the (very) odd and (very) small 
mark - none of which you would 
notice unless crouched next to it and 
(although I can't remember for sure) 
there might be a mark on the rear of 
it from when it was strapped down 
on a ship from overseas. Any marks 
(even though they are tiny) have 
been immediately touched up with 
either black paint or clear lacquer so 
no chance of whiteworm appearing 
etc. £150 cash collected - I have a 
box for it (one of my old BBS boxes) 
and would happily hand it over 
to a courier arranged by the buyer. 
Located in Lincoln. E-mail: graham_ 
nash@hotmail.co.uk or 07341 846 867 
(evenings and weekends). 



B4 PASSAT SALOON 1996 115 PS 
2.0-litre FI. 71,000 miles. Silver. 
Interior very clean. Working air-con, 
4 x electric windows, 2 x keys, 2 x 
remote alarm fobs. Driven to Stuttgart 
and back in October 2015. Prior to 
the European run, new parts fitted 
include: timing belt kit, full water 
pump, rocker cover gasket, drive 
belts, breather hose, coolant hose, 
rear exhaust box, distributor cap, 
rotor arm, Bosch spark plugs, Mann 
air filter, Bosch pollen filter, Pagid 
front discs / pads, rear discs / pads, 
fresh brake fluid. The oil and filter was 
changed too. Four new Tigar tyres. All 
parts fitted less than 2,000 miles ago. 
MoT August 27, 2016. A few rust scabs 
on bottom of nearside front door and 
boot lip, but nothing serious. Sony 
removable stereo. £600 ono. More 
pics available via e-mail. Tel: 07841 
860 755 (Eastbourne) 


i« 





VW T5 CALIFORNIA Electric sliding door 
mechanism for left-hand side door. £50 + post 
extra. VW Satnav disc, new in box plus post, £50 
+ postage or pick up from Weymouth. Contact 
Martin Adams Tel: 07778 517 726 E-mail: Martin. 
vw@btinternet.com 



2006 B6 PASSAT ESTATE 2.0 TDI SE 

(BKP engine) 6-speed manual with 
133,000 miles and MoT to January 
2017. Cobalt blue. One owner. The 
car has spent most of its life on the 
motorway or transporting the family 
around the country. ABS, ESP traction 
control, electric PAS. Front and rear 
parking sensors. Electrically operated 
boot (open and close), electric back 
and lumbar support in driver's seat, 
Climatronic air-con. Maintained by 
VW until it was 3 years old and then 
by a local VW specialist after that. It 
has had cambelt and waterpump 
changed in November 2014 and a 
refurbished turbo fitted in February 
2014. The bad points are that 
the wheels have quite significant 
corrosion and there is a degree of 
lacquer peel around the nearside rear 
-the back bumper. 

P 

Berks) 


SOLD 



with 99,671 miles on the clock. Three 
previous owners. Reluctant sale, but 
we no longer need two cars in central 
London. Factory figures: 1 25 bhp, 0-60 
in 8.4 secs and top speed 127 mph. 
Group 23 insurance. Practical and still 
goes as well as you would expect for 
a GTI. Flew through last MoT, recent 
service and two new tyres. Bodywork 
has a few stone chips and small 
dents, worst on front passenger arch 
and rear bumper. Interior in good 
condition, small stain on centre of 
rear seat, but generally great for the 
age. Clutch might need attention after 
100,000 miles. Comes with one key. 
Central locking works, but currently 
needs to be re-set by the garage so 
key access at present. Rear badge has 
come off, but it is in the boot ready to 
be fixed back on. CD multi-changer 
also in boot. £900 ono. Contact me 
for further information Mobile 07575 
303 992 or e-mail jakehipwell@mac. 
com (South London near Clapham 
and Brixton) 


EMAIL YOUR 
AD TO US AT: 
CLASSIFIED© 

autometrix.co.uk 



VW BORA SPORT ALLOYS I bought 
these last year as I need some cheaper 
wheels to run over winter. They are 
6.5J x 16-inch 5 x 100mm PCD ET42 
and come with 205/55-16 tyres, 
three budgets one Michelin. All tyres 
have legal tread, two of the budgets 
have 4.5 mm and the Michelin has 5 
mm. The fourth tyre has 3 mm and 
outside wear but is still legal (the 
car passed its MoT on these wheels). 
The wheels come with centre caps 
as photos. These are ideal for winter 
use. They do have a few marks and 
grazes but this has never bothered 
me as I had them to protect my show 
wheels. Asking £130 ono. Collection 
from Crewe Cheshire, courier can 
be arranged at buyer's expense. Call 
Jay on 07974 653 814 for more info 
and photos. 



JETTA GT SPECIAL by GTI Engineering 
and VW UK. Two magazine features (one 
in this very mag in the May 2015 issue). 
Regular show car - work permitting. 
Concours and Best in Show winning 
car. 50 max were made and only 
single figures left now. Extensive 
restoration with loads done and loads 
spent (I'm losing massively at this 
price!) Completed in 2011. Car comes 
with complete spare bodykit, show 
display stand and quite a few other 
spares, including all the literature I've 
collected along the way. £8500. Only 
selling to fund a lifetime trip. E-mail 
me for more pictures and details at 
dangerousdave74@hotmail.com 
(Car is in Derby) 

VW RCD500 6-disc CD/radio head unit 
with black buttons. Golf Mk 5/Jetta IK 
/Touran IT/Scirocco 1K8/Passat B6. 
Brand-new genuine VW unit in the 
box with radio code. VW Part numbers 
- 1 K00571 95AX/1 K00351 95A. £120. As 
above but with silver buttons/dials. 
VW Part numbers - 5M0057195BX/ 
5M0035195B. £140. 6-disc Single DIN CD 
changer Golf Mk 4/Bora, Passat B5 2001 - 
2005, Lupo, Polo 6N2 2000 - 2002. Brand- 
new genuine VW unit still in the box. VW 
Part numbers - 3B70571 1 0X / 3B70351 1 0. 
£89.00. These are all available in limited 
numbers, until stocks are exhausted. All 
prices include VAT at 20 per cent and UK 
standard delivery. Tel: 01531 640 800 and 
mention Volkswagen Driver/Audi Driver 
to get these special prices. 


Email your ad to us at: classified@autometrix.co.uk 
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SUBSCRIBEandSAVE! 



h* 


SAVE £16 

compared to the 

° S L° fbUyin 9it 
in the shops 

free delivery 

fo your door! 


Keep your favourite 
magazine organised 
and pristine in one of 
our Volkswagen Driver 
binders. Only £10.49 
each (inc P&P). 


To purchase your subscription, or a binder, just call 
us on 01525 750 500 or order securely online at: 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 


*UK subscription rate only. Overseas subscribers please enquire. 


1 2 issues of this magazine delivered to your door by the 
third Wednesday of every month, full of the latest news 
and reviews and packed with features covering all aspects 
of the Volkswagen scene, from new models to motorsport 
and tuning to technology. 



1976 VW BEETLE 1200 Totally 
original, in exceptional condition, 
having covered some 50,000 miles 
since new by only two owners. 
Purchased new by a Mr. King on June 
17, 1976 and owned until May 2001 
when he sold it to his neighbour in 
the same road, it has only covering 
some 2,000 miles by the new owner 
since then. Recently underwent an 
extensive mechanical overhaul at 
Breeze VW in Poole including full 
service, replacing brakes, fuel tank 
and pipes etc and is in excellent 
condition mechanically and bodily. 
The vehicle comes with a framed 
storyboard documenting its history, 
showing a stamped service book, 
together with the registration 
document, all the MoTs and tax discs. 
Recently featured in a 3-page article 
in the December 2015 edition of 
Volkswagen Driver magazine. £10,000. 
For more information, please contact 
us at Breeze VW (Poole) on 01202 872 
936 and ask for anyone in the sales 
team, or e-mail Billy Douglas on billy. 
douglas@coastalcarsales.co.uk 


VW POLO 5-DOOR (2013) Genuine roof 
bars (Part No 6R0-071 -1 26): £90. Two 
cycle holders (Part No. 6Q0-071 -1 28A) 
£30 each. Bars used twice and cycle 
holders unused - all as new. Tel: 01604 
831 349 (Northants) 



KUHMO WINTER TYRES and steel 
wheels. Wheels are 5 x 100 mm 
PCD 6.5 x 16-inch, tyres are 205/55 
R16/94V XL. As new, bought Feb this 
year, costing £500 from www.mytyres. 
com Used for 4 months. Tread depth 6 
mm+ all round. No dents or kerbing, 
metal valves, all balanced. Wearing 
two coats of PoorBoys sealant. Ran 
these on my Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion. 
Car is now sold, so wheels and tyres 
are surplus to requirements. Contact 
James 07976 968 919 


EMAIL YOUR 
AD TO US AT: 

CLASSIFIED© 

autometrix.co.uk 



MODIFIED MK 7 GOLF GTI 5-door 


(as featured in the December issue) 
Revo Stage 2 upgrade to 350 hp / 500 
Nm torque. Mk 7 Golf R front brakes, 
Borbet 18-inch wheels with Dunlop 
SP Sports__RT^y^^iiiiH^^| n 9 


«ass 

£21,000 


WANTED 


WANTED: Anything GTI Engineering, 
or related articles of interest. GTI 
Engineering branded items of special 
interest. Please contact Dave on 07812 
008 265. 


WANTED: Inlet manifolds, short Super 
Vee / CSP etc., air filters and linkage 
for dual downdraught Dellorto DRLA 
36 / Webers for Type 4 2.0 CU engine 
in T25 Transporter. Also stainless-steel 
/ performance exhaust and J-tubes 
(replace hear exchangers). Also Passat 
used / NOS door hinges, pump / central 
locking unit (1990-1996) Tel: 07955 553 
684 (Wolverhampton) 


classified@autometrix.co.uk 


M M ENGINEERS 

VW & AUDI 

AWARD-WINNING MECHANIC 
Mechanical, electrical, 
servicing and repairs 

Very competitive rates 

SALISBURY 

01722 710467 

www.mmautos.co.uk 


SPECIALISTS 
IN KENT FOR 
NEW & USED 
VW&AUDI 
PARTS 

MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 
Blackman Motors 
Biddenden, Kent 

T: 01580 291 146 

E: blackman.motors@tiscali.co.uk 

Opening hours: Mon - Fri, 9 am - 4 pm 


www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk 
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mm 


depot 


Volkswagen 

Audi Altoy ebtok, 

SEAT 

Skoda Her Chandra 

™ ^ 


Where genuine 
parts cost up to 

than RRP! 



Visit our wiiMilB sum tallow lint link Id our eU»y shop 



INTERESTED 
IN AUDI? J 


CHECK OUT OUR SISTER TITLE 
AUDI DRIVER FOR THE LATEST 
NEWS, ROAD TESTS, TECH 
ARTICLES, MODIFIED CARS 
AND AUDI SPORT. 

SPECIAL JOINT SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
AVAILABLE. CALL FOR DETAILS: 

01525750500 mail (B autometrix.co.uk 





We’ll be road-testing the Polo GTI with 6-speed DSG and the new 
Touran SEL 1.4 TSI (150) DSG, as well as featuring a comprehensive 
running report on 10,000 miles with a Golf GTE. We’ll also be 
featuring a superbly well-preserved Mk 3 Golf VR6 and reporting 
from Rally Sweden and the Geneva Show... DON’T MISS IT! 


NEXT MONTH... APRIL I5SUE ON SALE WED MAR IB 


Contents may be subject to change at Editor’s discretion 
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Specialist technicians. 
Genuine parts. 

No. 1 Customer Service. 

When you are looking for a Volkswagen retrofit specialist 
there is only one really worth your attention. 


Contact us on 0808 222 0000, or visit 


www.satnavsystems.com 
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